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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


U.S., Israel Reportedly Seek Prisoner Release 
Y2AFO9S6A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 9 Jun 92 p 3 


{Article: “Efforts To Free Israelis Drug Smugglers’ 


[Text] AL-HAYAH has learned that Jewish political 
forces in Israel and the United States are making efforts 
for the release of Israelis imprisoned in Egypt, charged 
with criminal activities, such as smuggling narcotics, 
countc rfeiting currency, stealing coral, and crossing 
Egyptian borders without official permission 


These forces played a role in the release of individuals of 
an Israeli spy ring, who were imprisoned in Egypt. They 
were released on 5 May 1992. AL-HAYAH has learned 
that these forces are led by Rabbi [Nah Dir] of New York 
City. They are now concentrating on attempting to free 
the Isracli Yoset [Tahan], who was sentenced to be 


executed in 1984, after being convicted of the charge of 


bringing heroin into Egypt. The sentence has not yet 


heen carned out. 


Egyptian sources pointed out that the plan of the Jewish 
campaign includes having Israel release certain Egyp- 
tians in prisons there for committing various crimes. The 
most recent was arrested during his attempt to smuggle a 


quantity of drugs into Israel, with an estimated value of 


$7 million. Sources confirm that Tahan’s wife has been 
in contact with Rabbi Nah Dir in New York to urge him 
to take part in carrying out this plan 


Egyptian sources point out that the Israeli initiatives are 
being conducted privately and that they have no official 
Stamp as yet. These sources add that that matter “was 
dismissed completely, beginning with the fact that there 
are no bilateral agreements between the two sides. spe- 
cifically concerning the turning over of prisoners, and 
because judicial actions in Egypt are completely inde- 
pendent and intervention by executive or legislative 
authorities 1s prohibited 


Egyptian security forces recently arrested a group of 
Israelis who had tormed gangs to circulate counterfeit 
dollars. valued at approximately !0 million Egyptian 
pounds. They entered Egyptian territorial waters to steal 
rare coral to be used for medicinal purposes. They also 
stole archeological pieces. Some of them have been 
released on considerable bail, while others remain in 
prison, awaiting trial. 


Iraqi Islamic Calendar Criticized 
Y24FO9S84 Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI tn Arabi 


SJun 92 ps 


{Article by Sayyid Abu-Dawmah: “What Does the Inno- 
vation of the Iraqi Lunar Calendar Mean, What Are Its 
Goals?” ] 


{Text} Recently in Iraq a calendar of the Arabic monihs 
was issued called “the Muhammadan calendar.” It 
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begins with the year of the Prophet's birth 1,466 years 
ago. This Iraqi calendar. according to its expositors and 
advocates, was prepared on directives from Iraq’s Pres- 
ident Saddam Husayn, whom they have described as 
“God's faithful servant in am age when Islam has 
become a stranger {in the world]... They have also 
described him as “‘a militant of the same mettle as the 
early militants, one who leads the ranks of the faithful 
army in mighty Iraq, where the light of Islam dawns, to 
proclaim holy war against every oppressive tyrant. cor- 
rupt luxuriator, and trust-betrayer.”’ 


They say that Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Karim al- 
Kasanzani, head of the “Aliyah-Qadirniyah-Kasanzaniyah 
order and author of this calendar, chose a special name 
tor each month of the calendar to link the months with 
incidents, events, and persons. The months are al-Nur, 
al-Quds, al-Karrar, al-Zahra’. al-Isra’, al-Qadisiyah, 
Ramadan, al-Nasr, al-Bay’ah, al-Haj), al-Hijrah, and 
al-Futuh 


This attempt raises many questions among Muslims. 
Indeed, it evokes amazement, particularly since it 1s not 
the first attempt of its kind. It involves announced and 
unannounced implications and meanings. It that its 
explicators have mentioned. Furthermore, there 1s the 
danger of daring to change a system of dating on which 
the Islamic community has agreed for over 14 centuries 
and that has become the fixed historical scale for all 
events. It opens the door to everyone who would tamper 
with things the community holds sacred. It is a blatant 
call to opening the wedges of division and disagreement 
against which the Prophet warned when he said, “My 
nation will not unite around error: God's hand 1s with 
the community, whoever goes apart from the commu- 
nity, goes apart into hell.” 


In an attempt to examine religious thought in order to 
cast light on the danger of such attempts, we consulted 
the opinions of a number of Islamic scholars and 
thinkers on the issue. 


Dr. Sad Zalam, a professor at al-Azhar University 
stated: “The method of Isiam 1s not to measure dates by 
means of persons. There 1s no evidence that the compan- 
ions of the Prophet ever did so. Based on this method, 
the caliph “Umar ibn al-Khattab measured dates in 
relation to the Prophet's emigration (hiyrah) to Medina. 
Why” Because it possessed great historical visibility. It 
represented a prominent signpost in the life of the nation 
and the history of the Islamic message and state. This 
method agrees completely with the method of Islam. 
Measuring dates by the Prophet's death or by his birth 1s 
based on the veneration of persons, something that 
Islamic law, the Prophet himself, and his companions 
did not countenance and does not accord with the true 
path of Islam. The Islamic community has proceeded on 
this basis, and it became a stable system of dating that 
has lasted more than 1.400 years. Muslims are united on 
it. They know its dates and deal with each other on the 
basis of this calendar.” 
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He added: “Throughout the long history of Islam, no 
caliph, king, or leader ever considered changing this 
calendar, because they all saw it as a means to unite the 
nation—a way of unity and of showing all history to be 
the property of the Islamic nation.” 


Arguments for Condemnation 


The Islamic researcher Dr. Abu-al-Wafa Ahmad ‘Abd- 
al-Akhir thinks that the innovative Iraq: calendar that 
cloaks itself behind the Prophet's birth as a beginning for 
the Arabic calendar is from the point of view of the 
perceptive Muslim and careful scholar merely an 
attempt to penetrate and rend the body of the Islamic 
nation. It is a step toward destroying established things 
and uprooting foundations on which the Islamic system 
has been based for centuries and to which it has turned in 
all ages. The few such people inside the Islamic nation 
and the haters of Islam outside by naivete or lightmind- 
edness or malice and cunning may foo' the common 
people, but their attempt will not escape the notice of 
thinkers. This is the analytic perspective on the matter. It 
necessitates total condemnation of this corrupt measure 
The condemnation is based on many proofs, only a few 
of which need to be mentioned 


The current Islamic calendar, which has been used since 
the beginning of Islamic history, was chosen by eminent 
companions of the Prophet in the reign of Caliph ‘Umar 
ibn ail-Khattab when a need for fixing a calendar 


emerged. This was not necessary during the time of the 
Prophet or of Abu Bakr. Muslims agreed on the calendar 
and it became a permanent part of their lives. It 
absorbed their events and glories and became an element 
of the Islamic community 


Any tampering with it by changing it or the names of the 
months or by establishing a competing calendar of any 
sort will lead to disagreements and conflicts forbidden by 
Islam. The Koran warns against this: “Do not disagree 
among yourselves, lest you lose courage” [Koran 8:46]. It 
will also lead necessarily to changes in past historical 
calculations. [t will lead to confusion and inconvenience 
in learning the dates of all past events dated according to 
the Islamic calendar. There 1s no pressing need or 
assured advantage in it: there 1s only a desire to tamper 
with the Islamic calendar to satisfy an appetite for 
change. It is the kind of tinkering that wil! lead to 
disturbance and confusion 


Islam Disapproves 


When these innovators tampered with the Islamic cal 
endar that the companions of the Prophet chose and 
agreed on after study and consultation and that the 
Islamic nation has approved and followed throughout 
the centuries, they were obviously motivated by politica! 
objectives, worldly interests, and personal goals. Islam 
disapproves of such tampering. It closely resembles how 
the Meccan polytheists used to tamper with the sacred 
months to gain personal advantage. Giod revealed thi 
foilowing verse concerning them. “Intercalating a month 
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is adding to unbelief. The unbelievers are misguided in 
this, for they make the month profane one year and 
sacred the next, to make up the number of months 
sanctified by God, thereby making lawful what God has 
torbidden. Their evil deeds seem attractive to them, but 
God does not show the unbelievers the way” [Koran 


The pre-Islamic Arabs were a people of wars, but because 
fighting was forbidden for them in the sacred months. 
they would tamper with the months to gain advantage 
without regard to whether the months remained tn their 
correct sequence [of sacred and profane]. When Islam 
came and the Koran was revealed, 1t condemned them as 
unbelievers for doing so. 


When the eminent companions of the Prophet gathered 
and consulted with each other about the choice of a 
beginning for the calendar, they had several options: the 
Prophet's birth, his being summoned to his Prophetic 
mission, his emigration, his death, as well as other 
options. They were doubtlessly certain that his birth and 
call were the two greatest Islamic events, yet for reasons 
best known to themselves they chose his emigration to 
Medina as the beginning of the Islamic calendar 
Everyone knows that something on which the compan- 
ions Of the Prophet agreed and on which the Islami 
community has been in consensus throughout the centu- 
ries must be respected, even if it 1s not obligatory for 
Muslims. 


Dr. Abu-al-Wafa al-Taftazani, chief shaykh of the Sufi 
orders, agrees with the two preceding opinions. He says 
in amazement: “It 1s exceedingly strange that Shaykh 
‘Abd-al-Karim al-Kasanzani of the ‘Aliyah- 
Qadinyah-Kasanzaniyah order in Iraq should have 
issued this calendar in which he changes the customary 
names of the Islamic months, except Ramadan. It seems 
that the calendar’s author intended to follow important 
historical events in it. Thus he renamed the month of 
Rabi’ I as al-Nur (Light), because the Prophet's birthda, 
falls in it. The month of Rajab becomes al-Hijrah (Em- 
gration), and similarly the remaining lunar months 
which are given other names. The indicated events and 
many others are historic Islamic events that has 
nothing to do with Sufism. Sufism 1s a matter of ethics 
behavior, worship, and closeness to God. We have never 
heard of this order in Egypt. despite its being one of the 
Qadirnivah orders.” 


Dr. al-Taftazani went on to say: “Quite at odds with 
Sufism. the author of the calendar has explicitly linked 
himself, as supporters of the calendar state. with the Ba th 
Party. They have indicated that it 1s the calendar of th 
Ba th and the ‘new resurrection. just as they have claimed 
that Saddam Husayn 1s “God's faithful servant 


Expositors of the new calendar add: “Does not this 
compensate for the birth of a new calendar and th 


rewriting of history to emerge from the state of weakness 








JPRS-NEA-92-098 
31 July 1992 


and surrender in this age of ours?” They also link it to the 
‘Mother of Battles,” claiming that the calendar is one of 
its results. 


The companions of the Prophet made no other occasion 
the beginning of the calendar—neither the Prophet's 
birth, nor the day of his call, nor the day of his death, 
despite the importance of these events to Muslims. They 
considered the Prophet's emigration the most important 
event in the history of Islam. By it the power of Islam 
was realized and its state was established, until the 
conquest of Mecca was achieved and people entered 
God’s religion in throngs. The publication of a new 
calendar will tend to cause confusion in the ranks of 
Muslims. We seek what will unite Muslims, not what will 
divide them. It 1s better to rally around the Islamic 
calendar now in use in all Islamic countries. 


Egyptian Youth ‘Hates Israel, Wants Peace’ 


92AF09S6B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
5 Jun 92 p6 


{Article: “*Reversal Generation’ in Egypt Hates Israel, 
Wants Peace”’] 


[Text] More than 30 percent of Egyptians did not hear 
the sound of machine guns, nor the explosions of bombs, 
nor even the drone of aircraft during the 1967 war. On 
the contrary, most of them were not even born then. 
When they learned about the June defeat, or “reversal” 
as the media called it at the time, they saw it through the 
eyes of their mothers, or heard about it from their 
fathers, who had returned from a battle in which they 
had not taken part! 


Before they reached school age, about six years after the 
June 1967 rout, they saw aircraft circling in the skies. 
Lights were extinguished and windows painted blue. 
Earthen walls were built in front of buildings. Warning 
sirens sounded, and everyone hid in their houses, while 
pedestrians in the streets were told to put out cigarettes, 
as a kind of safeguard. They became used to the sound of 
martial music coming over the radio, and calm commu- 
niques reporting the progress of the 1973 war. 


This generation lived as children during the war of 
attrition. They were youths in the October 1973 war. 
This 1s also the generation that saw how peace returned 
the Sinai to Egyptian sovereignty 10 years ago. How, 
therefore, does this generation view relations with Israel 
now” 


This was a simple question, but the answers were filled 
with sadness, and the stories and views dissimilar 


* ‘Ismat, a young woman studying in the Commercial 
College of ‘Ayn Shams University, cannot forget this 
war, which she did not experience, hear, or read 
about. She says: “Whenever someone found out that | 
was born in 1967, they would laugh loudly and say 
that this meant the “reversal generation. Until 
recently, my mother would tell me how they could not 
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devote themselves to my care, because of their dis- 
tress over my father and uncle al the front. She would 
tell me that they thought me bad luck. They only 
smiled when the Civilian Registry official said that 
my family would get five pounds because the baby 
was male. Then he discovered that | was a girl.” 
*"Ismat added: “Of course. | don’t even like to read 
about this war, nor about anything concerning it. I 
hate the Israelis very much. I don’t like that country at 
all. Despite this, I can’t stand to think about our going 
to war again with any country. War is not bloodshed 
and killing on this side or that: it 1s defeat and victory, 
and the taste of defeat in 1967, despite the fact that I 
did not take part in it in any way. has stayed in my 
mouth for a long time.” 

Ibrahim al-Sayyid, a 26-year-old accountant, had not 
even learned how to talk when the Israeli Air Force 
destroyed Egyptian aircraft. while they were parked 
on the airfield-runways. He could not yet distinguish 
between days, weeks, or months. He says: “The con- 
cerns and defeats, to which our generation has been 
exposed, go beyond the bounds of 1967 and the June 
defeat. There were many reasons for frustration, not 
just the military defeat. Despite the fact that we 
learned the taste of victory in October 1973, the 
consecutive defeats that we experienced after 1973, 
and the economic crises that resulted trom the wars, 
followed by the economic liberalization, have beset us 
with a considerably larger taste of defeat. We have 
tasted military loss, bul we also tasted a more oppres- 
sive loss, when we sacrificed victory and capitulated 
to Israel. I believe that our struggle 1s unceasing with 
that country and will never end.” 

“On the other hand, ‘Isam al-lraqi, a veterinarian 
from Suez, was two years old at the time of the 
reversal. He said: “I hate Israel very much. It 1s 
enough that I did not spend my childhood in my 
house, because defensive pressures forced us to move 
from Suez on the Cane! to Zagazig. Half of my life was 
spent far from this house, whose features I didn’t 
remember, because we returned to a building tn the 
King Faysal Quarter (the late King Faysal Ibn ‘“Abd- 
al--Aziz) in the first city [Suez], far from our old 
house, which 1s still as it was many years ago, sus- 
pended on thin pillars, with its slanted roof and its 
walls marked by traces of the floors. | hate Israel but, 
at the same time, | hate war. | can’t stand to think 
about 11 at all. Later, | saw war twice, the first time in 
1973, and the second time when | was detained in 
southern Iraq, in al-Basrah, on a chicken farm, while 
coalition forces’ gunfire whizzed over my head. | 
could not return to my country. | hate war very much 
I love peace, not because we must live in that cond:- 
tion with Israel, but because we must build ourselves 
We must not kill others. we cannot live with a nfle on 
our shoulders.” 

Speaking of Suez, Ahmad al-Hawan—the Egyptian 
hero, known as Jum/ah al-Shawan—still enjoys great 
popularity among his fellow citizens, after his story 
was revealed on television in the early cighties, in a 
series entitled “Tears in Waghah’'s Eves.” It told the 
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story of a double agent, whom Egypt had planted 
inside Israeli Intelligence. Ahmad al-Hawan currently 
is \orking in a private navigation company, but he 
continues to enjoy considerable respect among his 
people. He continues to tell stories to certain of the 
city’s men around him. They listen to him with the 
same intensity as they followed the series, "Have 
Mercy on al-Hajan,* which vas shown by Egyptian 
television over a period of three years. It told the story 
of an Egyptian hero, who had lived in Israel for 20 
years. When this series was being shown, life in Cairo 
and other cities came to virtually a complete halt, 
because Egyptians were fascinated by al-Hajan’s 
adventures, his ability to send Israeli secrets to Egypt, 
and how information about the possibility of the start 
of the June 1967 war was leaked. | asked one person 
about the taste of defeat that he felt now, but he asked 
me another question: "How come we didn’t use this 
information that al-Hajan sent?’ My interlocutor was 
a metal worker in al-Gaysh Street in Bab al-Sha’nyah 
Square, that important, popular area in the middle of 
Cairo where the traffic is intense and everything is 
mixed together in a wonderful cohesiveness. This 
man 1s 21. He icf school several years ago, but he 
said: “I didn’t go into the army as I am the sole 
support of my family, d spite the fact that I did want 
to join the armed services. However, naturally, I don’t 
want to find myself in a war against any country. | 
pray for mercy for President Anwar al-Sadat, because 
he saved us from the disasters of war. He made Camp 
David, and the Sinai was restored to us. He ended the 
matter for Egypt.“ 

In front of the huge enclosures that have been erected 
in Bab al-Sha riyah Square, where sacrificial sheep are 
sold for the blessed ‘Id al-Adha, | talked with one of 
the sheep merchants, a young man dressed in a green 
galhaba, who was shooing flies away from his sheep 
with a long cane. His father left his chair to learn what 
| wanted to discuss with his son, and no sooner had he 
learned than he shouted: “War' Since 1967, we have 
not seen my brother; he has no body. He was not 
classified under any article.’ For his part, the son 
said: “They don’t say that there is peace, even though 
all our land was restored to us. God the Secret, the 
Omniscient! God will suffice for martyred believers.” 
I stood at the door of the Law College of "Ayn Shams 
University, where students have just finished their 
annual examinations in the field of commercial law. 
They were a mix of second-, third-, and fourth-year 
students. I asked one of the final year students about 
his impression when he is told that 25 years have 
passed since the 1967 defeat? Khalid ‘Abdallah 
answered: “Only that all the years of my life are a 
defeat. | was born that year. It 1s true that | was born 
one month before June 1967, but I—as one of the 
professors said—belong to the “generation of reversal 
and defeats.” However, | tell myself that we are the 
generation of victory that suffers from the tragedy of 
its previous generation. What was our crime, except 
that we were Arab or Jew, according to what our 
parents were. Of course, | know that the Western 
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nations were the ones who embroiled us in this 
conflict, when they planted the state of Israel in our 
midst. Even last year, I took part in student demon- 
Strations in the university, condemning the Israeli 
occupation of Arab territory and demanding war to 
oust Israei totally from those lands. However, after 
calming down and thinking, I believe we can live with 
that country, we, the generation who has reaped what 
others have done. Despite the fact that we do not 
accept this psychologically, it is—however—the prac- 
tical reality to which we must conform.” 

In that same place, I met a second-year student, whose 
name is Jihan Mustafa. She told me: “I have never 
liked to talk about anything political. Why doesn’t the 
day come when we can get some rest from the 
headache called Israel, tell it goodbye, and send it on 
its way.” 

‘Ayn Shams University is not very far from al- 
‘Abbasiyah Square, where the traffic 1s horrendous, 
and where all walks of Egyptian life search for means 
of whatever transportation is required for their pur- 
poses. A few minutes before sunset, | met a [drinks] 
vendor, an Upper Egyptian, who was no more than 
20. He was born in 1972. He told me, as he poured a 
cup of his famous beverage: “! was a child in our town 
in the Tahta District of Sawhaj Governorate, when 
the 1973 war broke out. I remember that my eldest 
brother did not see my father for the six years he was 
in the army, while my brother worked with some of 
our relatives in Cairo. The Jews are Jews. My father 
told me not to like them, but I would never want war, 
unless they began by attacking us. In that case, we 
would have to stand to crush them.” 


1 said to him: “But, they are now attacking other Arabs!” 


He answered: “We have taken part in enough other wars. 
I know that, after these wars, all of them demand peace.” 
Before I could recover from my amazement at the words 
of this drink vendor, he told me that he had an artisans 
diploma, and that he ts interested in reading reports in 
the newspapers 


| asked her how old she was She replied 


The distance between al--Abbasiyah Square and the 
Zamalik Quarter, where the artstocratic al-Jazirah 
Club 1s, takes one-half hour by taxi. There, I met 
Yasmin ‘Abdallah, who was preparing to enter her 
automobile, after having finished a tennis lesson at 
the club. She said: “I travel a lot to European coun- 
tres and America. You wouldn't believe how much 
they hate Arabs there. They think we are trying to go 
to war. We have the image of bloodthirsty killers 
Therefore, we must prove to Europeans and the West 
that we are peace-loving people. This would help us a 
great deal economically and would increase the 
number of tourists.” 


‘Twenty-one 


I received my education at the American University in 
Cairo. 1 am thinking about completing my studies in the 
United States.” 
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| asked her: “Would you like to visit Israel?” 


She answered; “Why not!” 


Israeli Construction Firm Activities Described 


92AF1001Z Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Jun 92 pp 169-171 


[Interview with Amos Salomon, head of the interna- 
tional branch of Solel Boneh, interviewer, place. and 
date not given] 


[Text] Solel Boneh, the leading Israeli construction firm 
has many bridges, roads, high-rises, and hotels to its 
credit on the Afncan continent from Yamoussoukro to 
Nairobi. The head of the group’s international branch is 
unusually optimistic about the future of Afnica. 


Amos Salomon, the head of Solel Boneh International, 1s 
an African and he likes to say so. He says it loudly 
enough to be heard by anyone who would look no farther 
than his physical traits and assume that he ts “one of 
those Europeans who go to Afnica to make money and 
who pack up and leave at the first hint of a downturn in 
the economy.” Moreover, while his first nationality 15 
Israeli, he 1s also a citizen of Ivory Coast. “This 1s my 
27th year in Africa,” says Amos Salomon to underline 
the point, and he proudly cites the many decorations that 
he has received from Afncan countries, including that of 
Commander of the Order from Ivory Coast 


Solel Boneh built the Hilton Hotel and the “Cite Verte” 
complex in Yaounde (Cameroon): a cement factory in 
Togo; the famous cathedral of Abidjan, the foundations 
of the basilica in Yamoussoukro as well as the bishop's 
residence there, the residence intended for Pope Jean- 
Paul Il, and many other buildings in the town where 
President Houphouet-Boigny was born, and several 
roads and waterworks throughout Afmca (Cameroon 
Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda. 
Tanzania, Togo, and Zambia) 


It was in 1954-55 that Solel Boneh, Israel's top construc- 
tion firm began working in Africa 


Its international branch, which Amos Salomon directs 
was founded in 1958. It has had different names in 
different countries as local shareholders were brought in 
to form new companies such as SONITRA (Ivornan 
National Construction Company) in Ivory Coast 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] So. it seems that you 
are Afncan” 


[Salomon] No, not “seems.” | am Afmcan and | am 
proud of 1. My Afncan ancestry 1s very recent. This 1s 
my 27th year in Afmca. More than half my life' 


I first set foot in Afnca on 18 May 1966. This is 1992 
and | am still in Afnmca, although my work has had me 
based in Tel Aviv for several vears now 
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(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Which African 
country was the first for you” 


[Salomon] Ivory Coast—Abidjan. | spent 13 years there 
1 also lived in Cameroon. Since then, | have traveled to 
Africa regularly. My main business associates are Afn- 
cans—real Africans! When | went to Africa for the first 
time, | had two children—ages two and three. The one 
who was two 1s now 28 years old and has three children 
of her own. She and her husband live in Ivory Coast. 
When my children completed their military service, thes 
wanted to go Afmca—not to America or Europe 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Here in Israel, your 
company, Solel Boneh, 1s a big name. But why does your 
company change its name from country to country? 


[Salomon] The company’s name, Sole! Boneh, means “to 
construct roads and buildings.” It 1s not just a name, but 
a message, and it does not vary: It 1s the same every- 
where. When we set up a joint venture as we did in Ivory 
Coast (SONITRA). the name “Sole! Boneh” always 
appears next to that of the new company 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Do the countries that 
you work with have a special relationship with Israel, 
politically” 


[Salomon] The case of Nigeria, which recently restored 
diplomatic relations with Israel. proves that they do not, 
because for all those years, Nigeria was one of our largest 
markets. We are not politicians: we are engineers. It 1s 
true that we are very happy to see political relations 
resume between the two countnes, but we do not allow 
ternational relations to intervene in our work 


(JJEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Does that mean that 
you are not affected by political problems between Israe! 
and other countries” 


[Salomon] Not directly. After relations broke off in 
1973, we continued to work with most of the countries 
where we had a presence. A few decided to quit. But they 
later regretted it, and still do, because we were not a 
hability to them. Those we continued to work with 
throughout that period are our best advertisements. Our 
accomplishments speak for themselves 


JJEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] How much business 
do you do with Afnca” 


[Salomon] Africa 1s the foundation of Sole! Boneh Inter- 
national. About 70) to 75 percent of our business 1s with 
Afnca. We are also in Central America and Latin 
America, but Africa 1s the foundation 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] But in your line of 
business. the market seems to be very depressed in 
Atrica 


[Salomon]} Lost carnings due to fewer projects in some 
countries 1s offset by the fact that more countries are 
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interested in what we are doing. We are going back into 
countries that we had to leave for political reasons 20 
years ago or so. 


Africa Will Continue To Develop 


One example is Ghana where people think highly of our 
work because it 1s still standing, while the work of those 
who came after us 1s generally not holding up as well. We 
also hope to begin working soon in Angola where there is 
much to be done. From the geopolitical standpoint, we 
also look at Afmca as an area of the wor'd that will 
continue to develop, where our know-how will be 
needed 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] But you are not the 
only ones competing for the African market 


{Salomon] | have always said that what separates us from 
the big powers who compete with us in Africa 1s that we 
have been through what Africa is now going through 
That 1s why | believe that we understand each other 
better. As for us, we will not leave Africa simply because 
it 1s going through difficult times. Solel Boneh 1s proud to 
be in Afnica and to continue to work there. And now that 
the hard times are over, we are not about to leave, as | see 
things 


Six Hundred Fifty Million Dollars in Contracts from 
1972 to 1982 


Il am very confident despite the critical situation of the 
world economy because | believe that we have already 
touched bottom. Business 1s slowly picking up. True 
/nough, we will never go back to the huge construction 
projects, the easy spending of the good years, but there 
will be serious work of the kind that will finally enable 
most of the continent to develop. Solel Boneh Interna- 
tional is one of the largest-—if not the largest—Israeli 
company in Africa 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Do you have any big 
projects in Afnica mght now? 


[Salomon] Not any really big projects, but we do have 
work. Because we have a name. We have projects under 
way and we are negotiating future contracts 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What are your spe- 
cialties in Africa? 


[Salomon] The specialties that we have always had are 
major infrastructure, buildings, large-scale water 
projects. We also have contracts in agriculture and we 
plan to expand our activities. That means that if we are 
awarded a contract through an international bid to an 
international organization like the World Bank or the 
Atncan Development Bank or through loca! funding. we 
would be happy to continue to expand in Africa 
Remember that Sole! Boneh. which includes Sole! Boneh 
International, 1s the largest international company 
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(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] How badly has the 
current economic recession affected your business with 
Afnca? 


[Salomon] | cannot give you an exact figure because 
there are many factors to be taken into account, such as 
the local exchange rate. For example, a dollar traded for 
1.40 Nigerian diaras in 1984 but is now worth 18.5 
niaras. You can see that it is harder to make a business 
grow now. Suffice it to say that during the boom years of 
1978 to 1982, we hand 650 million dollars in contracts 
We will probably not see that level again for some time, 
but we hope that we will be able to expand our activities 
in the coming years. We also hope to be able to recover 
certain debts that are very uncertain at this time 


Having said that, | believe that we there are many 
activities to be developed in Africa that could bring great 
gains to its countries. When I travel Ivory Coast (San 
Pedro, Sassandra, or even Korhogo or Abengourou), 
when I travel Togo from the north to the south, or Benin, 
or Nigeria, or Cameroon with regions like Dschang : tell 
myself what touristic gems they are’ Obviously. that 
means infrastructure and some investment. | hope with 
all my heart to be a part of that development because 11 
would bring great changes to this continent, which rivals 
the greatest tourist venues of the world 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] In listening to you 
speak, one might think that you are advising Afrmcan 
leaders to go back to building hotels on a large scale 
despite the criticisms that they have justifiably received 
for that 


[Salomon] We are not the Americans, the French, the 
Germans, or the Italians. We know how to adapt to th 
needs and means of the countnes we work with. We are 
really different at Sole! Boneh International. Our ethics 
prevent us from going into a country and hastily signing 
contracts just to make money and leave. When we go 
somewhere to work, we are there for years and years, and 
we do not abandon our partners in lean times. That ts 
what our company and Israel are known for. We do more 
than just build: we teach Israeli know-how to those who 
trust in us because we are proud of our blue and white 
flag. We are not a state-run company, but we realize that 
we represent our country wherever we are and we want 
to represent it honorably. by doing good. honest work on 
every project we have. Enormous hotel complexes 
schools, factones, agricultural industrnes, or roads... Let 
me remind you that we have built more than 2.000 km of 
roads in Ivory Coast, half of that country’s road network 
We have also built dams and airports and we pul our 
experience and our heart into what we build. We like to 
say that we make no distinction between us and our 
partners. We work with those who work with us. as if we 
were building for ourselves 


How mans 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
work for your company in Africa 


pe pi 
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[Salomon] There are 250 expatriates. The figure for local 
personnel, depending upon the projects, in some coun- 
tries, can be as many as 2,000 people. We even had as 
many as 6,000 employees in Ivory Coast at one time, and 
we are proud of that, just as those who have worked with 
us in the past and present are proud of that. If, in 1993, 
we can achieve 50 percent as much as we did between 
1978 and 1980, I can assure you that we and our African 
chents will be doing the best we can by each other 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Since you see your- 
self as a flag-bearer for Israel in the countnes in which 
you work, you must have some opinion on the military 
assistance that your country gives to certain Afncan 
governments... 


[Salomon] | see what you are trying to say.... |, myself, 
am a pacifist. As such, | would rather see the money go 
toward construction instead of destruction. It 1s much 
healthier and much easier to build roads, airports, har- 
bors, housing. and hospitals than to build weapons or 
bombs 


Bundestag Supports Resolution of Western Sahara 


YI 4F 10294 Algiers EL WATAN in French 
29 Jun 92 py 


{Unattnbuted article: “Western Sahara: German Sup- 
port’ 


[Text] On Friday, the German parliament, the Bund- 
estag. unanimously passed a resolution requiring the 
federal government to take, jointly with its European 
partners, the necessary steps to ensure the successful 
implementation of the UN. peace plan that “was not 
complied with.” 


The Bundestag asked the federal government to insist 
with the parties to the conflict. Morocco and the 
Polisano |Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia 
elHamra and Rio de Oro], that they should fully comply 
with the spirit and the letter of the peace plan, and accept 
the outcome of the referendum. the communique indi- 
cated 


“Considering that the UN. credibility ts at stake.” the 
Bundestag required the federal government to support 
‘mM an appropriate manner” the current efforts of the 
LN. general secretary, Mr. Butrus-Cshali, the commu 
nique further stated 


According to the German parhament. the  N_ peac« 
plan tor Western Sahara “1s deadlocked.” and the cal 
endar for the organization of a referendum (“free. loyal 
and without military. administrative. or other pres 
sures ) on the question of the Saharan people's “inde 
pendence or integration” into Morocco “has not been 
complied with ~ 


The German parliament estimates that “the only 
to a war largely torgotien by 


chance” to put an end 
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international public opinion and to the armed opera- 
trons” carried out in the region, despite the cease-fire 
agreement that came into force on 6 September 1991. 
resides in the “rapid impiementation of a legal interna- 
tional solution,” the communique noted 


Some pointed out that the differences between the two 
parties to the conflict, Morocco and the Polisarnio Front, 
involve the definition of the electoral rolls 


Under the U.N. peace plan, Morocco and the Polisano 
had agreed to take as electoral base the Spanish census of 
1974, which covered about 74,000 people: later on. 
however, Morocco reneged on this commitment and 
demanded the inclusion of new electoral rolls covering 
120.000 peopl 


PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Hamas Overview: History, Financing, Leaders 
Y24E047S 4A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabi 


» 


17 Jun 92 pp 20-2. 


{Unattributed article from the Amman bureau] 


[Text] [Whe her you] agree or disagree with the Islamic 
resistance movement Hamas does not change the fact 
that this movement has forced itself into the arena of 
Palestinian action 


In a puzzling step. leaflets were circulated last week in 
the cities of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, announcing 
the signing. by the Fatah and Hamas movements, of a 
yon statement in which they agreed to cooperate and 
bury their differences. The statement said that the two 
groups had so agreed to start negotiations on holding a 
dialogue to reach an agreement to merge Hamas into the 
PLO. Hamas. however. went back and circulated 
another leaflet two days later, in which it denied having 
signed any joint accord with Fatah 


Many political observers and followers of the Palestinian 
resistance movement, in general, went so far as to 
consider the Hamas movement a danger threatening the 
PLO with regard to representing the average Palestinian 
However, many major questions about Hamas's course 
in the past four years come up torcetully. and require 
clear answers: how was it able, 1n this short time. to rival 
Palestinian factions launched more than a quarter cen- 
tury ago. why does this movement insist on staying 
outside of the PLO framework. despite repeated calls tor 
it to orn. and how 1s the movement able to compete with 
the PLO. which possesses [superior] material and human 
resources” What are the possibilities of this movement” 
AL-MAJALLAH will ury. om this report, to show the 
Structure of this movement 


In the mid-1970s. some youths mn the Muslim Brother- 
hood tned to convince the group's leadership to adopt 
military action against the Zionist enemy But the lead- 
ership had its own vision. in essence to freeze military 
action until the appropriate circumstances might exist 
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This did not please the youths, among them leaders in 
the first form who thought 11 essential for the Brothers to 
adopt military action 


After Khumayni’s movement in Iran, Dr. Fatahi al- 
Shigaqi, one of the Brotherhood’s leaders in the Gaza 
Stnp, adopted the Iranian model and began to call for it 
in Brotherhood circles in Gaza, leading to a crisis 
between him and the Brotherhood leadership, which 
acted with what he called caut‘on and uncertainty. This 
moved al-Shigaqi to try and create his own cells in 
preparation for a new organization, and thus seceded 
completely from the Brotherhood. One of the most 
prominent people to respond to his call was Shaykh 
‘Abd-al--Aziz “Awdah. who had worked in the United 
Arab Emirates and returned to Gaza in accordance with 
an agreement with al-Shigaqi. who had begun to prepare 
for the establishment of a new Palestinian organization 


In the early 1980s, the Muslim Brotherhood made the 
decision to start to establish a military organization in 
the Gaza Strip, which was quickly discovered. That was 
followed by the arrest of Shaykh Ahmad Yasin, who was 
sentenced to prison in 1983. then freed in 1985 as part of 
a prisoner swap. At the time, the Fatah movement saw 
an Islamic shift in its ranks, which started with large 
groups of members adopting the Islamic line, like Munir 
Shafiq, Abu Hasan, Hamdi, and others 


The year 1986 saw an agreement between the members of 
al-Shigaqi's group and adherents of the new Islamic line in 
Fatah, and they formed what was known as the “Islamic 
Jihad squads,” and “Operation Bab al-Maghariba” was the 
first of its military accomplishments 


The year 1987, in which the criminal crushing of the 
Arab workers took place on December 7, also saw the 
Muslim Brotherhood move in the direction of leaving 
the narrow party framework and going down into the 
street. The Brotherhood considered that crime a golden 
opportunity for effective action, and their leaders met in 
the Gabalaya Camp and decided upon escalation and 
confrontation against the enemy in a way that covered 
the entire Gaza Strip, as they found that conditions were 
completely opportune. They announced the launch of 
their movemnt and called it the “Islamic Resistance 
Movement,” choosing for it the abbreviation Hamas 
That was, to be exact, on December 14, 1987 


But the new movement was surprised that the local scene 
needed ability, expertise. and a special strategy. especially 
as young Palestinians had begun to show great interest in 
the movement. so it seemed more difficult than imagined 
with regard to preparing the structures necessary to deal 
with the new reality. In addition, there was an important 
issue that came into play among the Brotherhood: Hamas's 
relationship to the Brotherhood, and whether it was a part 
of it. or an independent movement with its own leader 
ship. structures, and decisions 
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Here, the Brotherhood are divided into two tendencies: 
first, the traditional one, which thinks that Hamas ben- 
efits as a wing of the Brotherhood, through its capabill- 
ties, in addition to the fact that it gives the Brotherhood 
great credibility. It would thus erase part of the distorted 
picture that has dogged them in the past. The second 
tendency represents renewal and openness, and believes 
that Hamas must be a mass movement encompassing the 
Brotherhood and others who agree on the I*‘amic plan. 
and that the movement should have its own indepen- 
dence and special character, so as not to be influenced by 
the Brotherhood group in the Arab countries, and thus 
not reflect their problems and worries with those 
regimes 


The first tendency has enjoyed the majority, especially 
with the beginning of the intifadah, and that was 
reflected in the Hamas charter, which indicated that it 
was a wing of the Muslim Brotherhood. However, that 
did not last long, as Hamas began to assert its indepen- 
dence from the Brotherhood and became, bit by bit, a 
vessel collecting the greatest Islamic assembly. That 
happened through because of a decision made by the 
Brotherhood, despite resentment from some figures in 
the traditional camp 


It 1s notable that Hamas, in seeking its independence, 
has taken broad steps distinct from the Muslim Broth- 
erhood. At a time when the Brotherhood 1s taking part in 
parliaments in Egypt and Jordan, Hamas refuses to take 
part in the Palestine National Council. At a time when 
the Brotherhood shows its allergy to Syria and Libya, we 
see Hamas strengthening its relations with the govern- 
ments of the two countries. When some Brotherhood 
leaders were hurrying to Iraq to participate in popular 
conferences before and after the Gulf war, we saw 
Hamas refusing to participate in these conferences, even 
sending, during the Gulf war, a letter to Saddam Husayn 
condemning the occupation of Kuwait—even building 
bridges with the Kuwaiti government during and after 
the Gulf crisis. The first to meet the popular Kuwaiti 
delegation tha. visited Amman before the outbreak of 
the Gulf war were members of the Hamas movement. 


Hamas and the PLO 


Hamas's position on the PLO has developed much, 
compared with the former position of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood, the Brotherhood had considered the PLO a 
secular framework into one which could not doctrinally 
jon or participate. But Hamas dealt with this question 
with greater flexibility, seeing the PLO as a political 
framework to gather in forces calling for the liberation of 
Palestine, and finding this common cause sufficient for it 
to join with the PLO. as the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people. Thus. Hamas responded 
to the calls tor dialogue with the PLO to participate in 
the Palestine National Council. In light of that, it offered 
its famous memorandum of April, 1990, on its condi- 
tions for participating in the Council—most promi- 
nently of which was the demand for 40-50 percent of the 
Council's seats. This angered the PLO leadership, which 
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considered 1t a crippling precondition; nevertheless, this 
did not prevent a number of PLO leaders from seeing 
Hamas's memorandum as a sign of its readiness to join 
the National Council, a tacit sign of recognition of the 
PLO, and a positive stance that had not been evident 
before. 


But Hamas's continued position outside the framework 
of the PLO is causing great unease for the PLO leader- 
ship, which always wants to prove that it is the national 
framework under whose banner all Palestinians rally, 
whatever their factior. 


Sources of Financing 


Hamas unequivocally denies that it has received a single 
cent from any Arab government so far, and this 1s what 
they repeat about their acceptance of aid from here or 
there, stories an observer close to the movement's lead- 
ership considers merely rumors with no basis in truth. 
But observers confirm, to the contrary, that Hamas has 
benefited materially from Arab governments. Hamas 
replies to that by saying that 1t depends tor financing at 
present on two supports: first. obtaining financial sup- 
port from merchants, wealthy people, and popular insti- 
tutions in the Arab nations, especially in the Gulf states. 
where Hamas enjoys great popularity, as opposed to the 
popularity of the PLO. which declined after the Gulf 
Crisis. 


The Gulf states are considered a major scene for the 
movement's financing. through merchants, wealthy 
people. Islamic and popular personalities, and charitable 
funds. Hamas has a long list of names of popular 
agencies that help contnbute to the movement, espe- 
cially as these parties have recently switched from sup- 
porting the PLO to supporting Hamas due to rumors of 
worsening financial corruption in the PLO’s agencies. 


Hamas has tned, since the end of the Gulf crisis, to 
broaden the circle of its diffusion in the Arab and Islamic 
countries, enabling it to gather the greatest amount of 
funds from charitable funds and committees established 
for this purpose. 


The second support is financial investment, as the lead- 
ership of Hamas has known for no short time that they 
cannot depend upon funds collected through popular 
donations as a stable funding source. This requires the 
existence of lasting, stable, but also increasing funds 
appropriate to its uses. The movement decided to move 
towards working in the investment field, and gathered 
some wealthy Palestinian merchants active in Arab 
countnes, who are expected to circulate the movement's 
funds in their companies and private businesses. 


A source close to Hamas confirms that the subject of 
invesiment enjoys great importance with the move- 
ment’s leadership, because it 1s achieving their financial 
and political independence. With regard to the support 
of the Arab regimes, Hamas always confirms that it has 
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no problem obtaining unconditiona! aid in the govern- 
ment of these regimes. The question remains, can Hamas 
succeed in re!ying on these two funding sources. as the 
source Says? 


The answer to this question 1s difficult in light of current 
circums.ances. because it depends upon Hamas's ability to 
transcend the political storm which could be one ot its own 
deserts. In addition, there are charges of misuse of funds 
for private use. But the leaders of Hamas confirm that they 
are Optimistic, contrary to expectation, because the direc- 
tion of the political process 1s moving in their favor. This 
by itself strenethens the appeal of Hamas and increases its 
popularity. So the basic support in funding, represented by 
popular contributions, will stay continually steadfast and 
guaranteed 


[Box, p 22] 


Hamas Figures 


The Hamas movement has unquestionably succeeded in 
establishing political relations with Arab and Islamic 
regimes, powers, and parties too numerous to name here, 
but these relations would not have been were it not fora 
group of figures and personalities living in and outside 
occupied Palestine, of two generations: old inen and 
young men 


The older generation has given Hamas popular and 
historical dimension and depth. The young generation 
has given it dynamism, vitality, and its support for 
responsive and positive thinking 


We may identify some of this movement's most prom- 
nent figures active outside Palestine: four persons repre- 
senting the two zenerations. Engineer Ibrahim Ghushah 
and Dr. Muhammad Siyam represent the older genera- 
tion, and ‘Imad al-- Alam: and Muhammad Nizal repre- 
sent the young generation. Here 1s brief look at these 
personalities 


¢ Engineer Ibrahim Ghushah: born in Jerusalem. In 
his late fifties, he completed his university studies 
in Egypt, contemporaneous with the activity of 
Palestinian Students League in the SOs in Cairo, 
and was an active member of the [Muslim] Broth- 
erhood. After completing his university studies, he 
returned to Jerusalem, and lived there until the 
defeat of 1967. He moved to Amman and worked 
there as a civil engineer until very recently. 
Ghushah is considered one of Jordan’s most prom- 
inent union figures, and nominated himself more 
than once 1n the Islamic [election] lists supported 
by the Muslim Brotherhood in the Engineers 
Union elections. He enjoys the confidence of the 
Brotherhood in Jordan, and so Hamas chose him 
as its official spokesman, in conformity with this 
confidence. although he is counted among the 
figures closest to the the movement's traditional 
wing. However, he has paiiicipated positively with 
all factions, to build bridges with Palestinian orga- 
nizations and Arab governments 
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¢ Dr. Muhammad Siyam: born in the village of al-Jurah 
in southern Palestine. In his mid-fifties, he completed 
his university studies at al-Azhar, obtaining a licence 
in the Arabic language in 1959. Upon his graduation 
he worked as a teacher in the Gaza Strip, then in 
Kuwait, and continued his higher education in the 
late 70s, earning a master’s degree and doctorate in 
his field from Umm al-Qura University in Saudi 
Arabia. He was commissioned to work as chargé 
d'affaires of the Islamic University in Gaza in the mid 
80s, and remained there until the occupation author- 
ities expelled him, deporting him from Palestine on 
July 28, 1988. He returned to Kuwait to work, leaving 
it in the first months of the Gulf crisis. 
“Imad al-’Alami: born in Gaza, in his mid-thirties. He 
completed his engineering studies at the University of 
Alexandria and was elected a member of the Engi- 
neers Union’s administrative committee in Gaza in 
1985. He was involved in the early growth of Hamas, 
and was its media official in Gaza. He was arrested by 
the occupation authorities on September 28, 1988 
and charged with incitement and illegal activities in 
Hamas; later, the occupying authorities deported him 
from Palestine as one of a group of four Hamas 
deportees to Lebanon on January 8, 1991. 
Muhammad Nizal: born in Amman. In his early 
thirties. He was one of the leaders of Islamic activity 
among Arab students during his studies in Pakistan. 
He is one of those who led a movement of openness 
and rapprochement with other student forces there 
after a wave of bloody clashes that took place between 
the supporters of Fatah and the Islamists in most 
Pakistani cities. After his return from Pakistan, he 
worked in Kuwait for several years, until the outbreak 
of the Gulf war, after which he returned to Amman. 
He is one of Hamas’s young leaders calling forcefully 
for openness and renewal in the movement. 


EGYPT 


Former Defense Minister on New World Order 


Q2AF0954C London AL-Wasat in Arabic 
18 May 92 pp 26, 27 


[Article by former minister of Defense Field Marshall 
Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Ghani al-Jamsi: ““America’s ‘Fat 
Stick’ Strategy”’] 


[Text] A recently uncovered secret document of the U.S. 
Defense Department contains seven scenarios for poten- 
tial wars in a number of explosive regions of the world, 
such as the Middle East and areas of Asia and Europe. 


Robert Gates, CIA chief, said that Middle East condi- 
tions will remain a priority for the United States and that 
another U.S. intervention in the region will always a 
remain a possibil.ty. General Colin Powell, chief of staff 
of U.S. armed forces, acknowledged the existence of 
those scenarios, emphasizing that “the United States is 
the sole leader of the free world, thrust by history into the 
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forefront by virtue of its victories in the Gulf and cold 
wars. Washington will neither shirk that responsibility 
nor seek to avoid it.”’ 


All this would indicate the importance with which the 
U.S. views the Middle East at present and in the future, 
as well as in the past. It therefore becomes incumbent 
upon the major powers and countries of the Middle East, 
with the Arab world at its heart, to take action to ward 
off any disruptions or wars in the region. That is why we, 
as Arabs, must carefully evaluate the situation and 
anticipate significant developments that could possibly 
erupt into a conflict or war in the region over the next 10 
years. We must plan appropriately for such eventualities. 


One wonders initially if the United States has become 
the sole leader of the world at present and if it will 
remain so in the future. The reality as we see it now is 
that the United States leads international policy as a 
consequence of victory in the Gulf war. That victory was 
achieved through a major political and military effort by 
the U.S. in cooperation with more than 25 Arab and 
world alliance countries from five continents. Without 
that alliance, victory could not have been achieved in 
such a fashion and with such brilliant results, and the 
United States could not have attained its war objectives 
at a time when it is indebted to its friends in the alliance, 
not to mention a budget deficit of more than $400 
billion. 


As to the claim that, following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the end of the cold war, the world has acceded 
to the leadership of the U.S. as the one and only major 
power—the truth is that the United State proclaims itself 
to the leadership of the world at a time when it is not at 
its best. It is simply taking advantage of the absence of 
the Soviet Union to fill the world leadership vacuum. In 
fact, to quote Gorbachev, the world has relinquished a 
bipolar situation but it can’t be said that it has become 
unipolar, even though there are those who would dream 
of being the sole world leader. 


It is my Opinion that the world is currently in a state of 
transition towards a “new world order.” | would expect 
such a multipolar system to be in place early in the 2Ist 
century. I would also imagine that the European Eco- 
nomic Community, along with a major effort by Ger- 
many, Japan with its world economic might, China 
which remains committed to Communist ideology, and 
Russia whose role in world affairs can not be ignored— 
all will play a major leadership role along with the 
United States. | also imagine that the United Nations 
and its Security Council will be playing a larger role in 
establishing world peace and security. 


Even though the world currently leans towards the 
creation of a multipolar new world order, the United 
States is doing all it can to emerge as the sole leader of 
the world. This brings to mind a statement by George 
Bush in his State of the Union address before Congress 
on 24 Jan 90. He said that “the United States is about to 
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enter the 21st century, and the new century must be as 
American as the century before of it (the 20th) has been.” 
To achieve an American 21st century, the United States 
must act to establish peace and security in the Arab 


region which is important strategically and by virtue of 


its oil. That has been standard American policy since 
Roosevelt and through the Reagan administration. 
America and the major powers must preserve the bene- 
fits they gleaned from the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and from deepening world losses [as published]. 


The Fat Stick Policy 


It is my view that the United States must deal with major 
and significant problems before it can have a solid and 
major presence in the Arab World. It must first resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian question by 
eliminating this major point of contention between 
Arabs and Israelis; hence the Arab-Israeli talks that 
started bi-laterally between the two parties to the conflict 
and developed into multi-lateral international discus- 
sions sponsored by each of the United States and Russia 
I believe that the U.S. will employ an “American fat 
Stick”’ strategy in order to terminate this conflict that has 
persisted for upwards of 40 years. By that I mean 
exerting political and economic pressure on the two 
parties to the conflict, which it is currently doing, fol- 
lowed by political, economic, and military pressure to 
impose a settlement that would establish security and 
stability in the Arab region. Such a settlement must also 
guarantee the security of Israel which is America’s 
avowed strategic ally. 


We probably are in agreement that such a settlement will 
not come this year which 1s an election year in both the 
United States and Israel. It is conceivable, though, that 
Arab-Israeli negotiations will progress and achieve suc- 
cess in 1993, which would mean victory for the fat stick 
strategy and for U.S. policy in the Arab world and the 
Middle East. 


As it plans for an American 21st century, Washington 
will find itself forced to use the fat stick strategy against 
countries that dissent, and has indeed already used this 
strategy—politically, economically, and muilitarily— 
against Iraq following its occupation of Kuwait, making 


it possible to resolve the Gulf crisis and, with the help of 


allied powers, coerce Iraqi forces into withdrawal. 


Libya’s turn came next. Two Libyans accused of blowing 
up a U.S. civilan plane over Lockerbie in 1988 are 
sought for extradition to stand trial in the U.S. or 
Britain. It 1s obvious that the United States and Britain 
plan to use this issue as a pretext for shrinking Libya's 
role in the Middle East and Arab World to a minor and 
marginal status. The first step [in that direction] has 
already been taken under a Security Council resolution 
and 1s currently in effect (air and weapons embargo and 
reduced diplomatic representation). I believe it will be 
followed by other steps to escalate the problem and 
complicate the Libyan situation by imposing an eco- 
nomic embargo and a maritime siege. The final step 





NEAR EAST i 


would be U.S.-British military acthon—supported by 
Western Europe and Japan—to vanquish the Libyan 
regime 


The role that the U.S. and Britain are playing against 
Libya could be repeated by both, or by the U.S. alone, 
against any other Arab or Middle Eastern country. This 
American behavior in the Arab region could undoubt- 
edly backfire by heightening sensitivity to and rejection 
of American policy in the region. 


Let me say in conclusion that we are on the threshold of 
a new world and that the 21st century will obviously be 
fundamentally different. It is my judgement that the 
American fat stick strategy will be the policy of choice in 
the Middle East and the Arab World over the next 10 
years. It behooves us, therefore, to map out Arab policies 
and strategies that would safeguard our rights and pro- 
tect Our interests. 


Former Minister on Islamic Extremism 


Y2AFOYS3A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
19 Jun 92 p 16 


{Interview with Dr. al-Ahmadi Abu-al-Nur, former min- 
ister of awqaf, in Riyadh, name of interviewer and date 
not given: “Openness Without Immunity and Full 
Understanding of Islam More Harmful Than Beneficial: 
Exchanging Accusations of Infidelity Makes Fanatics 
More Stubborn and Pushes Them to Violence’—first 
paragraph is AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT introduction] 


{Text} In the third part of AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT's 
interview with Dr. al-Ahmadi Abu-al-Nur, Egypt's 
former minister of awqaf, Dr. Abu-al-Nur indicates that 
branding the fanatical groups “extremist” does not draw 
them closer to the forum of dialogue. Here is the final 
installment of the interview. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Does the call for seclusion 
indicate a state of weakness in the Islamic world? 


{Abu-al-Nur] Rather than indicating a state of weakness, 
the call for seclusion indicates anxiety about openness. 
Allow me to say that openness without immunity and 
full understanding of Islam is more harmful than bene- 
ficial. Perhaps the advocates of closedness saw that many 
youths open to Europe or America became infatuated 
with European or American culture: they became daz- 
zled by that culture and lost their values and their 
identity, so that their identity dissipated in these soci- 
eties. That is why these people are worned. However. 
why don’t we say that openness should depend on the 
proper conditions? | think we indicated this when we 
spoke about the openness of Islam from its earliest days. 
When Muslims were urged to study other cultures. the 
invitation came only after the Muslim identity had 
received distinctive formation and when vision had 
clarified with regard to the Koran, the Sunnah, and Islam 
in general; thus there was no anxiety about Muslims 
becoming acquainted with other cultures. When we wish 
to send our youths to study academic subjects or work in 
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these countries, we make an cnormous error when we 
send them without immunizing them, giving them a 
religious formation, and endowing them with a broad 
religious culture that will make them effective propaga- 
tors, rather than people who are dazzied and influenced 
by the other culture without knowing their own 
authentic tradition. This would make them adhere to 
their principles and influence the societies to which they 


go. Perhaps the best example of this was the education of 


Joseph, on whom be peace! Joseph received so solid a 
religious and scientific education that when he came to 
the palace [of Pharaoh] and socialized, he did not 
become infatuated with the allurements or culture of the 
palace, but kept his own values and teachings. Even 
when he was imprisoned, he held to his teachings and 
summoned people to [worship] God the Almighty. So we 
wish to say that openness to others is a duty, provided 
that there be broad religious education. There must be an 
Islamic upbringing that protects against infatuation with 
the other culture. One must be able to distinguish good 
from evil, beneficial from harmful, and truth from 
falsehood. Also, we must guarantee that each person, 
even if he does not influence others by his Islam, at least 
shall not be influenced by the falsehood of others. This is 
an important point. | think that by such openness we 
shall acquaint others with our Islam and learn what 
others think, so that we can debate with them. How shall 
I pass judgment on another person without under- 
standing him and without a clear vision? | also believe 
that openness may involve means to reach our religious 
or cultural goals and thai there may be scientific means 
that | can absorb to reach the end in which I believe. 
What is wrong with this? Even as we talk about closing 
ourselves off, we are open. Who among us now lives in a 
hut? We are a civilized society. We mde automobiles, 
travel by airplane, live in apartment buildings, and build 
roads. We are influenced by the various information 
media and we influence the various information media. 
We live a life that is both from the West and from the 
East. The reality of our way of life is that it 1s a mixture 
Thus we cannot say that we are closed off. No person can 
shut himself in on himself. Show me a person who can do 
without electricity, state services, paved roads, automo- 
biles, ships, and the means of transportation that carry 
his letters and bring others’ letters to him. Show me a 
person who lives in his house without hurrying to the 
university, which 1s an educational institution where 
modern technology 1s utilized and in which the state has 
become open to the culture and technology of West or 
East. Show me a person who closes himself behind his 
door without needing someone to bring him his food, 
drink, services, and medical aid; someone who does 
without modern treatment either in his own country or 
abroad 


The word seclusion 1s not realistic. We worry only that 
the different cultures may influence our young people 
negatively. We support this attitude we favor immu- 
nizing Muslims to being influenced by others’ falsehood 
without effecting a change in this falsehood. We do not 
agree with closing oneself off from modern scientific 
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progress on the pretext that one should immunize one- 
self against this progress, for unless one acquires this 
progress one will be unable to win victory either in the 
development battle, or in the military batt!e. or in the 
economic battle. The whole world is open ¢ ac part to the 
other. When we say, for example, that we must cooperate 
with the new Islamic republics and that there 1s scienufir 
and cultural progress in these new republics, how can we 
close ourselves off against such progress? This progress ts 
linked to European, American, or Eastern progress 
Therefore, no person can close himself off in this age, nor 
was it possible in previous ages. For man 1s by nature a 
political being: no man can live by himself. People must 
exchange benefits, trade, and useful things with each 
other for life to go forward. If everyone closed himself in 
on what he already had, the wheel of life would stop 


{[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] What do you think ts the best 
way to spread intellectual tolerance in our Arab Islamic 
world? 


{Abu-al-Nur] The way to spread intellectual tolerance in 
our Islamic world 1s to assimilate Islamic values. Unfor- 
tunately, we sometimes clothe ourselves with Islam 
without understanding its principles. We do not foliow 
the Koran, the Sunnah of the Prophet, or how the 
companions and successor generation applied the prin- 
ciples of the Koran and the Sunnah. | think the best 
means to what we so fervently seek 1s full understand- 
ing—and implementation, too, after understanding—of 
what is in the Koran and the Sunnah. We know that 
Islam summons to knowledge, action, and teaching 
These are the sacred things. When a community ts 
righteous, it will realize the noble ends that we all seek 
and love. For Islam summons to knowledge. in the sense 
of becoming acquainted with values, principles, doc- 
trine, law, ethics, morality, worship, conduct, political, 
social, and economic relations, and other things in the 
light of Islam. Then comes the next stage. which 1s action 
in accordance with what Islam advocates, what the 
Koran and the Sunnah advocate, and what the Prophet 
and his rightly guided caliphs practiced Afterward 
comes the turn of education or information. When the 
Muslim is formed who knows magnanimity or tolerance. 
and knows security and peace, and knows treedom for 
himself and freedom for others. and knows how to seck 
justice for himself and implement it with others, and 
knows how to cooperate with others in piety and the fear 
of God, and knows how to avoid sin and aggression, and 
knows how to desire for all men what he desires for 
himself without discrimination by race. color. religion, 
or language—when Muslims know their Islam _ well 
know its laws and observances, what the Koran calls for 
and what the Sunnah calls for: such knowledge I believe 
is the first step on the road to spreading the principles of 
Islam. As we said earlier, Islam does not live with its 
principles only among its adherents, it lives with its 
principles that by them its adherents may live with 
others. 
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A Step on the Way 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] How do you assess the 
attempt at dialogue with the fanatical Islamic currents? 
Has dialogue with them been of any avail? Was there any 
kind of ground and acceptance from the other side, 
particularly the fanatical groups” 


{[Abu-al-Nur] A lot could be said on the subject. Let me 
merely say now that dialogue with the Islamic groups has 
been beneficial and rewarding, though on a specific 
basis: you have to become acquainted with what they 
think, respect their attitudes, and agree on what 1s held in 
common. I can say that they all respect the Koran and 
the Sunnah, though in a few interpretations they some- 
times imagine things that go beyond the truth. Dialogue 
with them therefore will be beneficial, because they 
respect the Koran, respect the Sunnah, and respect 
proof. Therefore, giving them the proof, learning their 
ideas, and valuing and respecting these ideas, whatever 
they may be, is our first step with them on the way. 


However, if we despise their view or consider them 
extremists or people who do not understand Islam, that 
is the first step toward failure to succeed with them. | 
have experienced many conversations with them. | 
sensed their love of knowledge and truth. | also sensed 
that they sometimes believe in certain ideas they deem 
part of the Islamic orientation, ideas that may express 
some Islamic tendencies rather than Islam itself. They 
may imagine that these ideas are Islam, but they are 
merely ideas that arose in certain Islamic groups. There 
are arguments that disprove these points. There are 
Koranic verses and Prophetic traditions that demon- 
strate the error of these attitudes. They have to yield, 
because, as I said, I have sensed that particularly those | 
have dealt with value proof. They do not like anyone to 
cheat them out of the truth. They do not like anyone to 
despise them for their ideas. They do not like anyone to 
consider these ideas foolish. They want you to reach a 
common position with them. They appreciate your 
giving them many facts that they wish to know. We 
guided many of them to certain reference works, or many 
of them asked for the reference works and we provided 
them, and the distance between us narrowed. | believe 
Islam is the kind of thing about which no one disagrees. 
So we bring them to Islam through dialogue that respects 
their ideas, or at least respects these ideas until the true 
ones among them become clear from the false ones. We 
also expect them to respect our ideas until the true ones 
become clear from the false ones. We do not impose our 
ideas on them, neither do we allow them to impose their 
ideas on us. Rather, we and they search for the truth or 
strive for it. When truth 1s the goal, it makes no differ- 
ence whether it 1s with them or with us, we must all 
admit it. Those are the rules. We talked with them on the 
basis that our thinking was right, but might be wrong. 
and that their thinking was wrong, but might be nght 
They dealt with us on the basis that their thinking was 
nght, but might be wrong, and that our thinking was 
wrong, but might be mght. This brought us closer 
together. Thus we began a dialogue on the basis that they 
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would respect us and we them and that they would value 
our ideas and we theirs. we all should pul away personal 
ideas and be guided by God's Book, the Prophet's 
Sunnah, and what proot shows to be the original inter- 
pretation of a particular verse or tradition. We did not 
make them embrace any idea of ours, because our ideas 
might not be certain. We would invite them and say, “If 
you see us calling you to our personal opinion, do not 
embrace it; but listen to us when we talk to you or when 
we summon you to what is in the Koran and the 
Sunnah.” We took with us the Sahih of al-Bukhari, the 
Sahih of Muslim, books of Islamic law and theology, and 
other books. We appealed to God's Book and the 
Prophet's Sunnah for judgment 


Therefore I think that branding them “extremist” does 
not draw them closer to the forum of dialogue; it but 
distances them from listening to us. Likewise, their 
branding us infidels does not help the dialogue. 1t does 
the opposite. | should say that had we accused them of 
extremism, they would have accused us of infidelity. 
Their accusing us of infidelity will push them to violence 
against us. Our branding and accusing them of 
extremism will push us to despise them or to violence 
with them. | describe them as people with zeal for Islam 
who strive to establish Islam. | am talking about a 
particular sort with whom I have dealt; | am not talking 
about the other groups who traffic in Islam and cloak 
themselves in it to gain material or political advantage. | 
am speaking only about a particular sect | talked to in the 
prisons and jails or after they left prison or jail. They had 
their own thinking and their sources. | talked to them 
through these sources and through this thinking. I sensed 
that they were zealous for Islam. Sometimes, however, 
they would go too far in their zeal and embrace certain 
ideas based on this zeal. Yet they are at the focus of 
piety, not on the fringe of the religion. As | said previ- 
ously, labeling them extremists does not help the dia- 
logue. When we describe them as extremists, it 1s as if we 
wanted to say that they are far from the truth and essence 
of Islam. They do not accept this description. Conse- 
quently, when you describe them as cxtremists, they do 
not listen or heed you. We want to succeed with them: we 
do not want to fail. When in conversation with them I 
express the reality that they experience, | believe that 
this 1s what needs to be. The fact 1s that they are not on 
the fringe of piety, rather, they believe they are at the 
focus of piety and at its forefront. Consequently, we 
think the only formulation that conveys an image of 
them 1s zeal for religion, exaggeration in regard to it, or 
a certain fanaticism in holding fast to the faith and 
following a path of Islamic thinking motivated by zeal 
and fanaticism in certain attitudes. This fanaticism or 
zeal should be respected initially. Then we lead them by 
the hand to agree on what 1s common between us. We do 
not say, “We are the ones who are nght, and you are 
wrong.” Rather we say: “Let us agree on what we hold in 
common on the basis of God's Book and the Prophet's 
Sunnah. Does what you hold agree with these proofs. 
these verses, or these traditions” For they sometimes 
adhere to certain traditions without seeing the other 
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ones. Our task 1s to show them everything related to the 
question—all the traditions that have come down on i, 
all the reports, all the Koranic verses, and all the accred- 
ited exegesis of these verses or these traditions. The 
arbiter for us s the Koran and the Sunnah, in accordance 
with God's word: “And if you are al variance over 
something, rever 1 to God and the Messenger, if you 
believe in God and the Last Day. This 1s good for you 
and the best of settlements” [Koran 4:59]. 


This is the method. If they respect us, they will listen to 
us, and if we respect them, we will pay attention to them. 
If the bridges between us and them are respect and 
esteem, we are not infidels and they are not extremists. 
Rather, we are all Muslims, believers, people proud of 
Islam and zealous for it, too, without fanaticism or 
exaggeration, without bigotry, and without espousing 
certain lines and declaring others to be infidelity. | think 
this is the mght method. It 1s based on understanding all 
their ideas, reading all the words they have penned, and 
pondering what they write and what they publish so as to 
become acquainted with all their intellectual, psycholog- 
ical, religious, and cultural ramifications and deal with 
them on the basis of this informed vision. 


Commentary on Terrorism, Religious Parties 


YIAFO9OS3B Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI tn Arabic 
1S Jun 92 p 6 


[Article by Sa’d-al-Din Kamil: “Who Will Fall—The 
Government or the Terrorist?”’] 


{ Text] Some intellectuals take pride in denying they have 
any relation to the government, indeed, they are eager to 
announce their hostility to it and boast of this. Some of 
them in fact are not hostile to the government. They 
have good relations with it and deal with it secretly, 
reaping great benefit. Others of them are sincerely and 
honestly hostile to the government, though through 
ignorance of where the main contradiction lies in each 
peniod. They think that the government ts responsible 
for everything, the source of all evils, the cause of high 
prices and distress. That is because their mentality 1s 
totalitanan. They can neither think nor imagine that 
there is any enemy except the government, and therefore 
it must be toppled. They look but do not see. If you ask 
for whom they would work if the government falls—will 
it be replaced by the Wafd, the NPUG, or the Nasir- 
ists?—they will answer, “Of course not.” Briefly interro- 
gated they will say, “The alternative candidate 1s the 
terrorist’ The main contradiction in this stage 1s 
between all the democratic forces, all the honorable men, 
and this black current, or, as the martyred Fara) Fawdah 
used to cail them, “the groups of darkness.” 


Gentlemen, the main enemy 1s this terrorist element that 
cloaks itself in Islam, though Islam has nothing to do 
with it 


They claim that they have exclusive possession of Islam! 
But no one can have exclusive possession of the religion 
of Islam, because faith 1s between man and his Creator 
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We therefore stand against the formation of religious 
parties. All the existing parties and those yet to be 
formed are parties whose members are believers in Islam 
or Christianity. If a “nonreligious” party 1s formed in the 
future, the public by ‘** ‘vee will and its faith will reject 
it and dismiss it. 


No group great or small has the mght to give God's 
creatures a “permit” to believe. Any group that arises 
and claims that right for itself has violated religion, the 
constitution, and the law, and must be rooted out by all 
means. 


So the bullets aimed at the breast of the liberal thinker 
Fara) Fawdah were bullets against democracy and the 
multiparty system. These bullets want us to regress to a 
totalitarian government that rejects democracy and 
freedom. These terrorist bullets give the ruling regime 
reason to retreat, to be chary of the democratic process, 
and to move us backwards. Thus they will dissipate all 
the calls for ending the state of emergency. 


The bullets fired at the breast of Dr. Faray Fawdah are an 
intimidation to thinkers and writers. Indeed, they are a 
threat to certain government agencies, intimidating 
them in their fight against terrorism. This is what hap- 
pened in Algeria. The political vacuum opened the field 
to the terrorist currents after the ruling apparatus col- 
lapsed from within. The situation there now 1s just like a 
state of war between the government and the FIS. 


A young woman writing her doctoral dissertation told 
me that she recently went to Upper Egypt and stayed in 
her family’s house in her village. She asked an official 
who 1s her relative to help her contact the people in order 
to complete her dissertation. He told her she would be 
able to do so only after obtaining permission from the 
“commander” of the [Islamic] group in the village. They 
rule certain villages by terrorism. The power and prestige 
of the government pales beside them. In some places the 
groups nave the upper hand. 


The careful organization and enormous funding of such 
groups represents a danger. | hope the government does 
not respond to it with indifference and rest content with 
raising the slogan, “Egypt is the country of peace and 
stability.” 


Investigations into the terrorism of the Red Brigades in 
Italy have shown that this group. which worked under 
the cover of the left, was closely connected with the 
international Mafia and with drug and arms dealers and 
that there was highly organized coordination among 
these groups 


The weakness and ignorance of some agencies 1s leading 
to boundless dangers, as the great wnter Fathi Ghanim 
said in the last issue of ROSE AL-YUSUF 


For example, there 1s the attempt to confuse matters by 
portraying the Palestinian-Israeli conflict as a war 
between Islam and Judaism. The reality 1s that it 1s a 
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national movement of the Palestinian people, Muslims 
and Christians, to regain their land and determine their 
destiny 


Portraying the conflict in Yugoslavia as a war between 
Christians on one side and Muslims on the other side— 
this blurring of the facts 1s very dangerous. What is going 
On 1S not a religious war, because the Orthodox Serbs are 
attacking both the Bosnians and Hercegovinians, among 
whom there 1s a Muslim majority, and along with them 
are attacking the Catholic Christian people of Croatia. 
The danger of such a picture is that it puts Islam on one 
side and all other religions and peoples on another side. 
It stirs leanings toward hatred among Muslims and 
revives racist and fascist attitudes within the Islamic 
States and, in response, among the non-Islamic peoples. 


A dangerous trend 1s that some government agencies 
want to combat these groups by discussions with them 
and retreating before them—in order to prove to the 
terrorists that they [the government agencies] are really 
Muslim! 


Also, with the chasm of the conflict with the terrorist 
groups, we are forgetting that there is a large Coptic 
minority in our country. 


Opposition Figures Comment on Elections 


Y2AFO9SSA Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
13 Jun 92 p 10 


{Article: “Egyptian Opposition Readies for Local Elec- 
tions’ 


[Text] Most Egyptian opposition parties indicated that 
they plan to run in upcoming local elections. Their 
decision was motivated by the fact that local elections 
are different by nature from People’s Assembly and 
Consultative Council elections and that it 1s possible for 
candidates to control election committees. Furthermore, 
party leaders look upon local elections as direct interac- 
tion with the masses because those elections touch the 
voters in both the simplest and most complicated aspects 
of their lives in their immediate environment. 


Opposition parties assert that local elections are the real 
test and the gauge by which to measure the strength of 
their presence in the Egyptian political street. Winning 
local elections would necessarily lead to achieving all 
their goals once the government becomes aware of the 
Street strength of opposition parties and the degree to 
which they are bound to the masses. 


F ncouraging Developments 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukn of the Labor Party emphasized 
that his party will run in the upcoming local elections but 
pointed out that each case is different and that local 
elections differ from People’s Assembly and Consulta- 
tive Council elections. He added that participation [in 
the elections] 1s further encouraged by [recent] amend- 
ments to the Local Administration Law and by changes 
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in the style of nominations from an absoiute group slate 
to individual candidacies. All those factors open the 
door for parties to participate without fear or reserva- 
tion, especially because the constituencies are small and 
narrow and sometimes limited to one district, making it 
possible for the voters and the candidates to control the 
election committees. 


Ibrahim Shukri went on to say that his party welcomes 
the opportunity to gauge the strength of its presence in 
the political street after a five-year absence from the 
polls. He expressed hope that the opposition would 
achieve unprecedented election successes, which would 
help its demands for constitutional amendments and for 
the law governing the exercise of political rights 


Special Attention 


‘Abd-al-Ghaffar Shukr, member of the Coalition Party's 
central committee, said that his party has always been in 
favor of running in the elections because this 1s what 
party activity 1s all about. He added that the Coalition 
Party is steadfast where the interests of the people are 
concerned and that it 1s paying local elections special 
attention because they touch the citizenry directly. [The 
party is further encouraged] by amendments to the Local! 
Administration law and by anticipated changes to the 
method of electing this council! [as published], as con- 
firmed in recent statements by Minister of Local Admin- 
istration Dr. Mahmud al-Sharit 


Hilmi Salim of Al-Ahrar Party said that his party's 
leadership council unanimously resolved at a recent 
meeting to run in upcoming local elections and that its 
Organizing and Election Affairs Secretariat has asked 
local secretariats in the various governorates to prepare 
lists of party candidates, provided they are popular and 
helpful enough to have a shot winning. 


Hilmi Salim, Al-Ahrar Party's secretary-general for orga- 
nizing, said that the party has also directed its chapters 
throughout the Republic to include as many public and 
influential figures as possible in their nominations. This 
would help the party achieve the desired result that it, 
too, considers a gauge of its popularity and one way of 
pressuring the government to respond to all opposition 
demands. 


Republic-W ide 


Dr. Na’man Gum/‘ah, deputy chairman of Al-Wafd 
Party, said at a recent mass rally in the al-Sharqiyyah 
Governorate that the party has decided to run for all 
committees in all local elections throughout the country 
He urged the people to safeguard their rights and not 
squander them by not voting. He also called for shielding 
the polls and [election] committees against any attempt 
to falsify the people's will. He added that those elections 
are a true practice run for upcoming parliamentary 
elections, especially with regard to poll veracity. He 
reiterated his call to all people natlonwide to participate 
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in the elections no matter what, especially because voter 
turnoul al most recent parliamentary elections has been 
extremely poor 


Even though the Labor, Al-Wafd, Al-Ahrar, and Coal) 
tron parties have decided to run, some parties have 
decided against the move. A number of other parties and 
political movements are yet undeclared 


Family Alliances 


Counselor Ma’mun al-Hudayb: of the Muslim Brother- 
hood believes that local elections are not of true political 
character nor do they have the weight of parliamentary 
elections. He believes that parties will not have a major 
say in them. He considers them mere alliances between 
families and relatives in the smaller constituencies. He 
added that the Brotherhood has not yet taken a position 
on local elections, that the stance 1 will adopt will be 
influenced by the new bill, and that its stance will 
therefore depend on its passage 


How Much Will the Government Pay’ 


Ahmad al-Sabahi, chairman of Al-\)mmah Party. said 
that each party looks after its own interests first and 
foremost. “How much will the government pay us if we 
run in those elections’ 


“They [the government] claim to pay an election subsidy 
of 500 pounds per candidate, but this 1s too puny. The 
government had previously tricked us and paid us only 
25.000 pounds for 33 candidates in recent People’s 
Assembly elections. In contrast, 1t paid the Coalition 
Party 100,0CO pounds even though it nominated only 20 
candidates! These amounts are too little, especially 
because the party needs to publish its information 
throughout the election penod in order to support its 
candidates. By the same token, candidates crave party 
financial support. Furthermore, candidate registration 
fees are substantial and may be as high as 100 pounds 
There 1s nothing we can do about that because it 1s 
common knowledge that our party 1s poor.” 


Services First 

Kamal Kayrah. secretary-general of the Green Party. 
said that his party will not run in the local elections 
because it lacks the cadres to wage electoral battles in all 
villages and districts nationwide. He added that the 
Green Party's current priorities are its public services 
and its attempts to publish a newspaper, which it will do 
as soon as the party's vice chairman can devote full time 
to it! 


Jamal Rabi’, chairman of Misr Party, said that the party 
will not run in upcoming local elections, even if certain 
branch secretariats-general wish to, because the party 1s 
currently in the building and planning stage and there 1s 
no sense in running in any election without a solid and 
specific platform 
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Adviser Discusses Economic Reforms 


YIAFO9S4A Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabu 
12 Jun 92 p 6 


[Interview with Dr Hisham Hasabu by samah Sarayah, 
place and date not given: “The Economic Adviser to the 
Prime Minister: Fiscal and Monetary Policies To Arnve 
at Fair Prices for Business Sector Products’ 


[Text] Many investors, businessmen, and experts have 
several questions to ask on the upcoming divestiture of 
business sector companies and the effort to correct their 
course, now that the Business Sector Technical Bureau 
has been created and the Public Business Sector Law and 
its executive guidelines have been issued. All such ques- 
trons have been addressed in this interview with Dr 
Hisham Hasabu. economic and financial adviser to the 
prime minister and president of the Association of 
Egyptian Accountants and Auditors 


| began by asking the adviser to the prime minister on 
how to reform and correct company fiscal structures in 
the near future. in light of the professional counseling 
program to be initiated shortly by Egypt and the World 
Bank 


{Dr. Hasabu] Before we talk about correcting the course 
of business sector companies under the professional 
counseling program. we must first underscore that the 
public business sector has played a significant role over 
the past 30 years by contributing to rates of growth [as 
published] through value added and by accumulating 
capital and helping to correct balance of payments 
imbalances through exports and increased reliance on 
local resources for import substitution 


In light of those facts, there 1s not the shghtest doubt or 
intention [as published] to liquidate the public sector in 
the immediate future. Rather. the overall objective 1s to 
increase efficiency. remove impediments, and provide 
enough resilience to turn the public sector into an 
effective compettor that has the same privileges and 
oivligations as the private sector, no more or less 


On the other band, the public sector will not become a 
charitable organization and will not be carrying out the 
State's social programs. Such programs have their own 
ministry, which 1s the Ministry of Social Affairs. The 
Ministry of Finance funds the social obligations of the 
state from the taxes it collects to rmplement the state's 
fiscal, economic, and social programs in accordance with 
prime ministerial directives and in light of the state's 
general plan 


Should the state wish to distribute a commodity free of 
charge. it will buy it at public business sector prices, have 
the Treasury pay for it, then give it away in order to 
accomplish the objectives it seeks 


As to correcting the various fiscal structures of some 
public business sector compamies, we must first. and 
before proceeding with a treatment, diagnose the causes 
of such problems. Perhaps the most significant cause of 
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company tiscal structural imbalances has been the state's 
former practice of building infrastructure and charging it 
lo those companies as tixed assets tha! produce no return 
but exact the burden of depreciation and maintenance 
\ pertect cxample 1s foreign borrowing to finance 
the construction of electric lines which 1s in turn charged 
to Egyptian clectrnc distribution companies. The latter 
are consequently burdened with cxorbitant interest on 
the cost of infrastructure which ts essentially the obliga- 
tion of the stat 


COSIS 


Another reason for imbalances has been the practice of 
pricing output at less than production costs, i.e. seeking 
social subsidizing products such as 
{cooking} oil, soap, tea, and various essential commodi- 
tics. Consequently, [public sector] companies lost the 
dimension {as published] they must have to remain in 
business because they can't survive with depleted capr- 
tals. The state should buy the products of those compa- 
nies at market prices then distribute them at the prices it 
sees fit to those who qualify for subsidies. This assistance 
to commodity consumers 1s a job for the state and not 
the function of the public sector 


ybjectives by 


\ third reason for imbalances was the “appointment” of 
unneeded cacess labor to the payrolls of those companies 
under |state|] manpower policies 


What's the Cure” 


\ significant fact that we must realize 1s that the factors 
that previously caused imbalances in numerous compa 
longer cxist under the current business sector 
State will neither build infrastructure and 
cost to the compamies, nor will it mandate 
social prices” for their products. Rather, the companies 
will be free to set their own prices and the state will 
subsidize certain commodities at distribution—the final 
stage. By the same token, the state will no longer force 
companics to employ graduates or other individuals but 
it will—indeed it has already done so—allow companies 
and their managers absolute freedom to make their own 
production, investment, and even import decisions. The 
promulgation of the public business sector law and its 
executive guidelines has therefore removed imbalance 
Causes 


hies ho 
law T he 
charge th 


The treatment of existing situation will depend on iden 
ifying the problems in each individual company, which 
would be half the cure. Once elected by secret ballot by 
the general assemblies of holding companies, the newly 
elected boards will pinpoint the problems of holding 
company affiliates and identify sources of financing 
structural reforms. They will have to seek their own 
sources of financing which will not mclude the genera! 
treasury of the state. Rather, the funds will be secured 
through the sale of non-productive assets tor which there 
1S private sector demand 


That os the 
secure tunds 


manner in which holding companies will 
wrect different problems in their affil 
lates. [In this context. a comprehensive program for 


NEAR EASI 17 


“protessional consulting services” will be put in opera- 
tion over the next tive years. The essence of this project 
iS lO promote Management consulting and expand its 
role in suggesting restructuring models, strategies, and 
plans. The program will focus on companies with sharp 
losses that could turn around with restructuring. The 
focus will specifically be on compames with low return 
on investment in order to improve their profit margins 
as indicated by their balance sheets 


The Technical Bureau affihated with the Minister of 
Public Sector has, in coordination with the holding 
companies, identified the first two groups of companies 
to be evaluated prior to restructuring. Each group con 
sists of 25 companies of which |0 companies require 
limited technical assistance in order to correct their 
course, improve profitability, and raise efficiency. Inter- 
national management consulting companies will be 
invited to submit bids. Experts at the [Technical] Bureau 
will reguiarly monitor the evaluations through on-site 
visits and by studying the periodic reports of manage- 
ment consultants 


The technical office of the business sector 1s currently 
compiling a data bank o! fiscal reports and reports on 
economic activity. productive assets, capacities, and 
human resources as well as organizational and manage- 
rial structures of holding compamies 2d their affilates 
This useful information will be tapped when corrective 
programs are devised tor under-performing companies 
when scrutinizing holding company annua! plans. and 
when evaluating company performance 
[Sarayah|} But how about the new wage and work rules 
that companies are currently preparing 


{[Dr. Hasabu| The new rules will be in the spirit of Law 
No. 203. Appropriate wages wil! 
Frankly, this is the end of the flawed policy that pre 
vented laying off unproductive workers who exploited 
the companies in order t 1ake a living” without being 
productive. Excess workers will be retrained for other 
jobs that require their services. There will be transitional 
training programs to increase worker etliciency and 
utilize workers mm new skills. For 
holding company policies will enable them to correct the 
financing structures of cach of their affihates. Affihate 


reward superior work 


nstan the new 


operations will onsequent!y capand. creating mor 
demand tor labor This runs contrary to the muistaker 
belie! in certain quarters that nomic reform policies 
would result in lavotts. The opposite is true Econom 


reform and restructuring wil! lead to expanded a 
and to increased demand for trained labor 


It 1s to be emphasized at this pormt that wage scales and 
imecentives will vary wit! ach individua mpany Dut 
they will generally peg remuneration to prod 

|Saravah|! But if mpar S ar tr ' set th “an 
prices, how can 1 i! ia ta What 5 
aniee will there be aga gougIn 
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{[Dr. Hasabu] Companies will price thei products on the 
basis of studies to determine production costs as well as 
domestic and international demand. This would enable 
them to arrive at reasonable prices thal cover productior 
costs and provide rewarding profit margins to help them 
Straighten out their affairs and consequently stay in 
business 


[Sarayah] The state does not presently intervene in 
setting interest rates’ 


{[Dr. Hasabu] Public incerest rates are set by the central 
bank. Private interest rates are set by the banks. guided 
by central bank rates. In essence. the central bank 
determines the cost of borrowing 


(Sarayah] What privatization plans are there for the near 
future? 


(Dr. Hasabu| Members of the Technical Bureau have 
visited all holding companies to acquaint them with the 
function of the Technical Bureau of the Munuister of 
Public Business Sector. There has been coordination on 
identifying the first two groups of affiliates to be evalu 

ated pror to restructuring, corrective action 
zation. The first 1991/92 installment consists of 
companies. This will be followed rn 1992/93 by a second 
group of 25 companies to be evaluated pnor to privat 

zation. The critena for selecting those companies are 
that they be small or medium size successful enterprises 
that do not engage in strategic activity or employ a lot of 
excess labor They are all eneaged in competitive 
endeavors . do not receive subsidized production 
requirements. and are not subject to price controls. In all 
cases, those companies will be divested with specifi 

Stipulations. For instance, all buvers will have to agree to 
expand productive capacity and introduce modern tech 
nologies which would be helpful in improving company 
performance. The government made similar stipulations 
when it divested of a major hote! recenth) 


or privali- 
20 


|Sarayah] What work plan does the 
bureau have for the second half of 1992 


vusiness sector 


{Dr. Hasabu| It will complete the appoimtment of 
domestic counterparts to foreign experts as fore ign man 
agement consultants begin work As t 
consulting services, a preliminary plan tor overall priva 
tization policies will be devised and the privatization 
process will be prepared up to the pornt where the shares 
will be offered on the stock exchange 


professional 


Governor, Others Discuss Food Production 
Shortfalls 

QIAFOUOS 30 Cairo 41 AHRAW 413-DI W4) iro 
Y Jun 9 pé4 


[Article by Ra‘tat Sulayman “Producing 35 Percent of 
Our Food Needs Is Secunty Threshold. Remainder |: 
Be Arranged From Egyptian Res 5 On har 


Loans and Aid 
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[Text] The yearly bill that Egypt pays to cover its food 
deficn from the world market has reached $5 billion, and 
the tood problem 1s increasing year after year. The 
reasons are economic and demographic. According to 
latest reports of the Central Agency for General Mobill- 
zation and Statistics, our population has reached 57.5 
million, and we are increasing at a rate of about 2.8 
percent a year, or no fewer than |.33 million persons a 
year. As a consequence, the demand tor tood is 
increasing continually. If we take wheat as an example 
Egypt's yearly requirements are |! millon tons (57.8 
million persons X 200 kg, the yearly allotment per 
person). At the same time, our wheal production does 
not exceed 3 million tons (1.5 million feddans X 2 tons 
the average production per feddan). In other words. we 
need & million tons of wheat a year trom the world 
larket 


(setting into this situation and remaining in 1t mean that 
we are in a penod of danger. It means that we are !iving 
in a real crisis and are regressing in the age’s most serious 
issuc, the issue of food 


The current state of our food production, despite the 
ercal improvement that has occurred in many crops, has 
not been able to confront the problem at its roots 


This 1s the reality with which we must deal, especially in 
the period of restructuring Egyptian agriculture to face 
many domestic and external challenges. On the domest 
level. we must feed the coming and existing millions and 
provide hundreds of thousands of jobs for those entering 
the job market every year 


Economic views and forecasts say that the geography of 
international food aid is in a pernod of reformulation 
The economic philosophy prevailing in the countnes of 
the world states that there will be disturbances and 
increases in food prices. This in turn will increase the 
difficulty of obtaining food in the future 


The countries able to avert this situation are the ones 
that are able to make agriculture the engine that pulls al! 
the economic sectors toward development and progress 
rather than tts being the brake that impedes and halts the 
movement and development of the economy. Is Egyp- 
tian agriculture the engine moving us from a condition of 
doubt about the future to confidence about it? Will it be 
in better condition than we are in now” 


Discussing Egypt's food policy in the penod preceding 
the imitiation of comprehensive economic reform, 
Ahmad Juwayl:, the governor of Ismailia. said: “Policy 
rested on two basic pillars: first. full provision of food 
needs from the world market at any price, second 
oncentrating provision on the family level through 
stiv government support programs. In light of current 
domestic and external changes, Egypt cannot continue in 
this policy in the wake of greatly increased reliance on 
the world market to obtain food. Egypt has become the 
world s third country im terms of wheat imports. after 
( hina and the tormer Soviet Union 
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How can Egypt assure that food 1s obtained 1n the future? 


Dr. Juwayli: “First, we must make our future problem 
consist of providing a security threshold of food. That 1s, 
we should produce an amount that gives us the ability to 
work through problems that may occur in the food 
market. This threshold can be defined as no less than 35 
percent of our food needs. The other side of the issue 1s 
to realize self-reliance in fully providing the remainder 
from Egyptian resources from any place, at any price, 
and apart from aid and conditioned loans. To achieve 
this under the current philosophy of economic reform in 
Egyptian agriculture, we define a number of goals that 
must be realized: 


* Good exploration of the environment. balancing 
long-term goals and short-term goals. 

* Concentration on grain production and restoring the 
balance between fruit and vegetable production and 
grain production (vegetable production now has 
reached 16 milhon tons at the expense of grain 
production), 

+ Egyptian cotton should again become the leader in 
Egyptian agriculture, as it 1s Our most important 
relative agricultural advantage. 

* Modernization of Egyptian agriculture, not in its 
technical sense, but rather making agriculture the 
engine that pulls all sectors along with 1t.~ 


Dr. Rifat al-Ramisi, professor of economics at al- 
Mansurah University, attributes the increasing problem 
of relhance on foreign food to the agricultural sector's 
inability to confront the increasing demand for food 
effectively This 1s because investments directed to the 
sector have been low and because reclamation programs 
have been implemented carelessly. We have not taken 
advantage of the tremendous scientific revolution that 
has occurred in the developed world in the field of 
agriculture and genetic engineering. No basic solution 
has been reached for crop composition policy: animal 
teed 1s competing with food for people, with 3.5 million 
feddans allocated to growing clover for 10 million head 
of cattle, against 1.5 million feddans of wheat for 57 
million citizens. He adds that the services sector also 1s 
clearly mding roughshod over the agricultural sector. 


Dr. al-Ramisi points out that the Agriculture Ministry 
alone cannot bear responsibility for the problem of food 
in Egypt. The problem is imtricate. There are other 
ministries with responsibility, such as Irrigation, Elec- 
tricity, Supply, Planning, Economy, and Transport. 
There 1s an rmbalance and great distance between scien- 
itfic research centers, funding agencies, and the Agricul- 
ture Ministry, besides a lag in local development. All 
these sectors are aiming at private benefit at the cost of 
national goals, thereby harming the entire society. Some 
problems still exist because ministnes have not cooper- 
ated to solve them. 


In the oprmon of Dr. Salah al-Jund:, the food problem 
can solved satisfactonly: “Doors remain open. We 
should hasten to use sound scientific methods to 
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improve land productivity, which has paused at 4.76 
tons of wheat a hectare. We find that productivity has 
reached 7.3 tons in Ireland, 7.8 tons in Holland, and 7.6 
tons in Britain. We should guarantee that tood ts 
obtained from Egyptian resources. Egypt imporis wheat 
at a price between |( percent and !5 percent above the 
world price. The reason 1s that we buy it through 
conditioned loans and aid given to us by the exporting 
countries. Purchases usually are made at times of high 
prices, not at the season when the commodity 1s pro- 
duced, when the price 1s low. These countnes usually 
specify that Egypt must obtain flour as part of the deal, 
even though existing Egyptian mills can cover about 80 
percent of our actual needs for high-quali:y flour.” 


[Box, p 4] 


Frightening Figures 


Wrong consumption patterns have caused a large loss of 
bread, no less than 50 million [Egyptian] pounds’ worth 
a year, based on the fact that each Egyptian throws 100 
grams of bread into the garbage every day 


Wheat losses at the packing, wrapping. and storage stages 
amount to 500 million [Egyptian] pounds due to the 
absence of enough silos and the neglect of modern 
scientific methods 


Mice and birds consume .§ million tons of wheat and 


flour a year 


Our consumption of holiday pastries alone costs us on 
average 250.000 tons of flour in a few days 


IRAQ 


Saddam Look-Alikes Aid His Seclusion 


92AE0S03A London AL-SHARO AL-AWSAT in Araby 
19 Jun 92 p4 


{Text} Nicosia, (Center for Political Studies} —Iraqi 
President Saddam Husayn intormed a leadership 
meeting several days ago that he does not think there 1s 
hope of lifting the blockade imposed on his country in 
the foreseeable future, and that the blockade will con- 
tinue without letup until after the US. presidential 
elections. He called on the Iraq: officials who attended 
the meeting to live with this reality and to convince the 
Iraqi people to live with it for the long haul 


This conviction comes at a time when life has become 
unbearable in Iraq, and the prices of essential consumer 
goods have reached record levels. A kg of meat costs 30 
{Iraqi} dinars, a kg of sugar 1s 6 dinars, and a kg of rice 1s 
5 dinars, while it is necessary for one to stand in the 
bakery line for hours to get three loaves of bread 


Luxury goods, the majority of which were cither looted 
from Kuwait or smuggled in from Jordan, Syria. Turkey 
or Iran, are available everywhere and in great quantities 
They must be paid for, however. half in hard currency 
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and half in Iraq: dinars, and their price makes it impos- 
sible for all except those in authority to purchase them. It 
should be noted here that Saddam Husayn asked the 
Iraq: people to tighten their belts in a ceremony he held 
two days ago to decorate a number of his regime's 
leading figures for “the distinguished role they played in 
the Mother of Battles,” and his son “Udayy as chief of the 
Iraqi journalists received one of these awards in a 
ceremony held exclusively for him for his role in con- 
verting the sports newspaper AL-BA‘’TH into a political 
newspaper during the war 


In the opinion of those who have firsthand knowledge of 
the Iraqi president and his methods, his excess in 
awarding medals and decorations to the leading figures 
of his regime indicates that they have reached a state of 
collapse, and that these medals and decorations are 
tantamount to an injection of adrenalin to force them to 
Stay together and close ranks around him in order to 
confront the circles that have closed tighter and 
increased their pressure around his neck. 


In this regard, it 1s the opinion of informed sources that 
the Iraq: president is currently using six look-alikes who 
resemble him in stature and dress and who have been 
through mgorous training so their movements and walk 
correspond to his. These sources believe that the look- 
alikes have been outfitted with masks manufactured 
abroad so that each one of them becomes the very image 
of Saddam Husayn in his face and hairstyle. Eyewit- 
nesses say that the Saddam Husayn who appears before 
the television and press cameras at once in the north and 
then in the south, in Basrah and on the streets of 
Baghdad and tn the holy places, 1s not Saddam Husayn, 
the president of Iraq. Rather he ts one of the six 
look-alikes who move about in automobiles, which are 
the same automobiles used by the real Iraqi president, 
with the same motorcade and the same guards. 


These sources report that the Iraqi president has been 
living his life in a closed circle since the end of the Gulf 
war, and that he receives absolutely no one except his 
brothers, sons, in-laws, and cousins to whom he has 
given key positions. Known to hold these key positions 
are his brother Watban, the minister of the interior; his 
son Qusayy, responsible for military intelligence; his 
brother Sib’awi, director of public security; and his 
cousins and sons-in-law who share the Ministry of 
Defense, the war industry, and other sensitive posts. 
Within the framework of these harsh measures, Saddam 
Husayn never spends two successive nights in the same 
place. and he does not meet with the Prime Minister, the 
Foreign Minister, or his other officials (with the excep- 
tion of his relatives) under any circumstances. When he 
has to speak to one of these officials, he uses special 
devices that indicate that he 1s present in one place while 
his actual location 1s elsewhere, even in another city. 
Facts also confirm that the disbanding of the former 
Iraqi Army is almost complete, and that, in order to 
replace 11, Saddam Husayn has resorted to strengthening 
the Republican Guard by increasing its equipmeni and 
preparedness and changing it into a completely mobile 
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force equipped with Russian-designed I-72 tanks, which 
are reported to be partially made in Iraqi tactones. What 
interests the Iraqi opposition, both at home and abroad 
is that Iraqi officials acknowledge the existence of a 
resistance, “however limited,” in the south, and they do 
not deny the appearance of armed road blocks on the 
roads leading to Basrah and the cities of the south dunng 
the night, but they say that these road blocks consist of 
“bands of highway robbers” and soldiers who deserted 
their units during the war 


Baghdad 1s watching the conference of the Iraq: opposi- 
tion Now going on in Austria with a lack of concern and 
little interest, since the main opposition forces are not 
attending it. In this connection, one Iraqi official who 
was on a visit recently to an Arab capital remarked that 
the real opposition that the Iraqi regime truly fears 1s the 
Shiite opposition in the south and the Kurdish opposi- 
tion in the north. The official described the other oppo- 
sition parties as nonexistent inside Iraq and as numerous 
as the fingers on your hands, noting that they roam from 
one European capital to the other. He confided that the 
Iraqi regime is betting that the mutual antagonisms 
present in the region will contain the Kurdish opposition 
in the north, and that the south constitutes a continuing 
struggle for Saddam Husayn. since the senes of suppres- 
sive attacks mounted from the time the war ended until 
now has largely failed to restore Baghdad's authornty 
over the region 


Ex-Minister Accuses Saddam of Falsification 


Y2AEOSOSA Al-Sharigah AL-KHALIJ in Arabi 
19 Jun 92 p 7 


[Article by Shukrm Salih Zaki, Iraqi Attorney and ex- 
Minister: “Saddam Husayn: Forgery and Coverup in 
Falsifying Personality, What Is Happening in Iraq Is 
Democracy’s Funera! and Human Rights Massacre”’] 


[Text] Before developing political aspirations, his main 
ambition was to become like his maternal uncle (Khay- 
rallah Talfah), a man with power over Tikrit and the 
neighboring area. (Before taking refuge in Egypt in 
1959), he had become his uncle’s night arm 1n controlling 
Tikrit, al-Awjah, and neighboring villages through 
blackmail and threats. He also practiced the same 
methods in al-Takaritah and al-Ju'ayfir Quarters of 
al-Karakh section, Baghdad. after he had moved there 
during his high schoo! days 


The total sums Saddam has spent to embellish and falsify 
his personality so he could appear to his people and to 
the other Arab peoples as the “savior hero” whose 
arrival the Arab nation has been awaiting for 2,000 years 
equal the budget of a big developing country 


In addition to rallies, symposiums, and demonstrations 
that cost hundreds of millions of dinars stolen from the 
Iraqi people’s livelihood every year, dozens of books, 
thousands of articles, interviews, and reports have been 
written, and hundreds of poems have been composed to 
glorify and consecrate the personality of the hero who 
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nses above the rest of mankind with his virtues and his 
merits. Shafig al-Kamali, Saddam's fnend. a great party 
comrade. a poet, and chairman of the Federation of Arab 
Writers and Men of Letters for a long time, fell so low as 
to write dozens of poems praising his “beloved leader.” 
In one of these poems, al-Kamali says 


Were it not for you the moon wouldn't shine, Were it not 
for you mankind wouldn't have been created 


A few years later, al-Kamali's reward was arrest, torture 
and physical liquidation 


In this article. we will note two books 


The first 1s by Fu'ad Matar and is entitled Saddam 
Husayn. A Biography. Party Biography, System of Gov- 
ernment, and Conflict Management. Two editions have 
been published in 1980 and 1989 


The second is by Amir Iskandar and entitled Saddam 
Husayn. Struggler, Thinker, and Human Being, pub- 
lished in 1980 


In both books, the events have been reshaped, falsified. 
ngged, and analyzed in a manner that serves the main 
objective for which they were issued, namely, to “build 
up the hero’s personality.” When comparing the con- 
tents of the two books with the well-known sequence of 
these events—and the witnesses to them are, in many 
cases, still alrwe—the following points become evident: 


1. In many cases, only a part of the event is mentioned 
and the rest 1s blacked out because citing it would 
contradict the book's objective 


2. In other cases, the events are recounted in a way that 
1S partially or totally different from reality 


3. Both books abound with dozens of groundless events. 
reports, and bits of information that are in total conflict 
with well-known and confirmed facts, as they are in 
conflict with what 1s known about Saddam's conduct and 
practices. 


4. The two books also contain contradictions into which 
both authors have let themselves fall unwittingly. 


Examples of Falsification and Forgery 


To analyze, debate, and refute all that is in both books 
would require writing two books that are as big or even 
bigger. Therefore, we will content ourselves with citing 
some examples: 


1. Page 114 of Fu’ad Matar’s book carries a 1957 copy of 
a birth registration record which states that Saddam's 
birthday is | July 1939, whereas the same book (page 
281) contradicts this date and says that Saddam Husayn 
was born on 28 April 1937, a spring day chosen for 
Saddam by soothsayers and hypocrites. Amir Iskandar 
also cites this date in his book (page 17). It 1s well known 
in Iraq that July is the hottest summer month and that 
April is the month of blossoming flowers, singing birds. 
and soft air. 
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2. Fuad Matar’s book (page 285) carnes the followin 
g zg 
words verbatim 


“The president doesn't attach much importance to cele- 
brating his birthday. perhaps because in his childhood 
and in the later phases of his life nobody organized a 
celebration for him on the occasion. It isn’t in the Iraq: 
peasants custom to celebrate a person’s birthday. and 
Saddam 1s one of these peasants.” 


The above represents the epitome in falsifying the facts 
We wonder how the said writer could embroi! himself 
with such words' We wonder if he wrote them out of 
conviction and knowledge or whether they were dictated 
to him by the Iraqi information media! Isn't the writer 
aware that Saddam's birthday is a national holiday in 
Iraq and that the Iraqi Government imports more than 
20 million candles annually on the occasion to be d's- 
tributed to city dwellers so they can participate in the 
great joyous occasion”? Iraqi embassies in all parts of the 
world celebrate this birthday and speeches and poems 
are delivered on this auspicious occasion! 


3. Because the “hero leader's” image may be shaken if it 
1s reported that he drinks a lot of tea, Fu’ad Matar says 
in his book (page 278): “Saddam doesn’t drink a lot of 
tea because it was prohibited to drink tea in jail,” 
keeping in mind that drinking tea in prisons and deten- 
tion camps was not prohibited. whether during the 
monarchy or during the republican administration (pnor 
to 17 July 1968). The writer of these lines had experience 
with jails and detention camps under both administra- 
tions. Neither drinking tea nor bringing food from out- 
side jails was forbidden at any time. What ts interesting 
is that Matar has kept silent and hasn't mentioned 
anything about Saddam's use of alcohol and drugs, and 
he certainly uses them! 


4. In recounting the events that led to al-Bakr’s resigna- 
tion from the presidency of the republic, the events have 
been reshaped in a manner that contradicts the well- 
known facts and their sequence, as told by more than one 
witness. What ts cited by both books 1n this regard shows 
Saddam as a “good and peaceful human being” betrayed 
and stabbed in the back by his fmends who deserved to 
be sentenced to death by “their frends, the party strug- 
glers, in a unique event unprecedented in the party's 
history.” This phrase is carried in Fu’ad Matar’s book. 
Matar disregards totally the true reasons that made some 
Revolution Command Council members oppose Sad- 
dam’s coercing of al-Bakr to resign and their insistence 
that the president of the republic be elected by the 
council. He contents himself with reiterating Saddam’s 
allegations about plots with a neighboring Arab country. 


5. In talking about the devastating war launched by 
Saddam against the Islamic Republic of Iran, the two 
authors cite the Saddam media statements verbatim, 
disjointed and conflicting as they are. They haven't been 
free to write what they want, being captives of the 
conditions of the mission entrusted to them. 
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6. Everything cited by the two writers about the |7 July 
1968 events and about the alleged heroic role pertormed 
by Saddam Husayn ts groundless and 1s totally different 
from the true nature of those events, and some of the 
witnesses to those events and of those who participated 
in them are still alive and kicking 


Everything the two books tell about Saddam's child- 
hood, upbringing, and studies has nothing to do with the 
reality and is no more than a mixture of falschood and 
forgery. We will cite later some facts on this issue. They 
are quoted from those who know Saddam's childhood 
circumstances and from his schoolmates 


8. It is no secret to the reader that in every page of both 
books, the two authors try to distort the facts or to keep 
silent on them, to dress falsehood with the robes of truth, 
and to justify explicitly or implicitly all the evil and 
criminal acts Saddam has committed 


9. In his book (page 22), Amir Iskandar says: “It wasn't 
customary for poor peasant families to send their chil- 
dren to school at that time.” The author uses this phrase 
to justify the refusal of Ibrahim al-Hasan (Saddam's 
stepfather) to permit Saddam to enroll in school. This 1s 
nonsense. By the early 1930s, elementary schools had 
spread to the remotest part of the Iraqi countryside, and 


their students were the peasants’ children. The author of 


these lines can confirm this fact personally because he 
taught in numerous elementary schools deep in the 
countryside in academic years 1937 and 1938 


10. Shghting the reader's intelligence reaches its ultimate 
in Fu’ad Matar’s book (page 13) which compares Presi- 
dent ‘Abd-al-Nasir’s nationalization of the Suez Canal in 
1956 and Saddam's treacherous attack on the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, which the author views as a heroic feat 


Miserable Childhood and Aimless Youth 


1. Saddam spent his childhood, up to the age of 14, with 
his mother (Sabhah Talfah) and her second husband 
(Ibrahim al-Hasan), a dismissed policeman, in al- 
Shuwaysh Village, located north of al--Awjah Village. 
Ibrahim a!-Hasan treated Saddam very harshly, waking 
him in the early morning with biting vilification so he 
would take the few sheep al-Hasan owned to pasture. At 
tumes, al-Hasan sent Saddam to neighboring villages to 
steal chickens. Blows with a mikwar (a thick stick with a 
hardened ball of tar attached to one end) were the 
ordinary datly punishment inflicted by Ibrahim al-Hasan 
on Saddam for any reason or for no reason at all 


2. Saddam wasn't permitted to sleep in the only room 
forming the hut in which Ibrahim al-Hasan lived with his 
second wife (Saddam's mother) and Idham, his son from 
his first wife. So Saddam was forced to sleep outside with 
the sheep and the ewes. He was neglected by everybody, 
including his mother who was busy caring for her hus- 
band and the children she bore him. This harsh treat- 
ment and this neglect by everybody is what mude 
Saddam flee al-Shuwaysh and take refuge with Khay- 
rallah Lalfah, his maternal uncle, in Tikrit who enrolled 
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Saddam in an elementary school. This truth contradicts 
what the two authors say in their two books about the 
reasons for Saddam's escape trom al-Shuwaysh 

3. Al-Shuwaysh Village children and Saddam's schoolmates 
in Tikrit harassed him and called him the “bastard'” 


4. He armed himself with ©. iron bar with which he 
attacked children who harassed him. He often heated the 
bar 1n fire to brand sheep returning from pasture on the 
rear just for amusement and recreation! 


5. In his book (page 18), Amir Iskandar says: “Saddam 
Husayn didn’t have a comfortable and easy childhood. 
He had to face his destiny by himself since early child- 
hood. The orphan’s feelings could have pushed him 
either to become an introvert engulfed in self-pity or to 
turn into an extrovert who seeks others to find in his 
union with them consolation and compensation for his 
self-imposed 1solation.” Though this writer is right in 
what he has said about Saddam's childhood, he 1s wrong 
in depicting the effect of that miserable childhood on 
Saddam's conduct toward others. This conduct has been 
characterized by doubting and suspecting everybody, 
even the people closest to him. It has also been charac- 
terized by deep hatred for society and for the people who 
neglected him and who shut him out from their hearts in 
his childhood 


6. He was demied the tenderness and warmth of family 
relations. Ibrahim al-Hasan, his stepfather, enjoyed 
reviling and hum:hating him. Nobody paid any attention 
to what he wore or what he ate 


7. Because of his aggressive behavior and his isolation in 
his early childhood years, he didn’t get along with his 
schoolmates. What these schoolmates say 1s that he 
never had a friend and that whenever he became fnends 
with somebody, i! was temporary and to serve a certain 
purpose. 


8. He used to take his schoolmates’ food by force. If they 
ganged up on him, he would trample the “sandwich” 1n 
the dirt so neither he nor they could eat 11 


9. He had no patience for studies and he neglected them 
in all educational stages (elementary and secondary). He 
cheated on exams and he reiterated the phrase: “Schools 
don’t feed you.” These words show that he was thinking 
of means other than learning and education to earn a 
livelihood. His schoolmates assert that he was absent 
from school frequently and that he never had any desire 
to read any extra-curricular raterials 


10. Before developing political aspirations, his primary 
ambition was to become like his uncle (Khayrallah 
Talfah), a man with power over Tikrit and the neigh- 
boring area. Before (taking refuge in Egypt in 1959), he 
had become his uncle's right arm in controlling Tikrit, 
al--Awjah, and the neighboring villages through black- 
mail and threats. He also practiced the same methods 1n 
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al-Takaritah and al-Ju’ayfir Quarters of al-Karakh Sec- 
tion of Baghdad after he had moved there during his high 
school days. 


11. In 1954 when Saddam was in the second year of 
intermediate school in Tikrit, he fired his handgun at his 
chemistry teacher (Teacher Aziz) who had expelled him 
from class for his violations. The incident occurred at 
2200 when Saddam knocked at the door of the teacher's 
residence, opened fire, shooting the teacher's brother (a 
student called Bahzad) in the foot, and then fled on 
horseback. 


The said teacher was forced to ask to be transferred to 
another town and he left Tikrit never to return there. 
Even though the crime was “attempted murder,” 
Saddam managed to escape trial through the intercession 
of Talfah, his uncle. 


12. On 24 October 1958, Saddam assassinated al-Hajj 
Sa’dun al-Tikriti al-Nasiri on the instigation of Khay- 
rallah Talfah, his uncle. The reason for the instigation 1s 
that the victim had addressed after the inception of the 
14 July 1958 revolution a letter under his own name to 
the official authorities exposing Talfah’s anti-national 
movement positions during the monarchy. As a result, 
Talfah was dismissed from the position director of 
education for Baghdad—to which he was appointed after 
the revolution—and arrested. The details of this incident 
are noted in page 2162 of al-Mahdawi Court Encyclo- 
pedia. The following phrase is a part of the testimony 
made by the victim’s brother: 


13. “... He, meaning Talfah, sent on 24 October his 
nephew, who had been disavowed officially by his 
paternal uncles, who struck my brother...” 


Both Khayrallah Talfah and Saddam Husayn were 
arrested in wake of the said incident. But due to the lack 
of evidence (any eyewitnesses), they were released. The 
gist of what happened (according to the story recounted 
time after time) is that Saddam was at a coffee shop 
playing dominoes one night, that he asked his colleagues 
to be excused so he could go outside the coffee shop to 
perform some errand, and that he returned 10 minutes 
later and resumed playing. The story says that Khay- 
rallah watched the victim who was on his way to his 
home in one of Tikrit’s alleys and that he signaled to 
Saddam who followed the man and killed him. 


14. In 1954, Saddam took part with Talfah, his uncle, in 
assassinating ‘Abdallah al-Rashid, father of Lieutenant 
General Mahir ‘Abd-al-Rashid whose name was men- 
tioned repeatedly in the treacherous war launched by 
Saddam against the Republic of Iran. ‘Abdallah al- 
Rashid’s death went unpunished because there was no 
testimony by witnesses, keeping in mind that the victim 
was one of Talfah’s cousins and that the two were 
feuding over a piece of farmland. 


15. Whether to achieve a certain objective or on the 
urging of his uncle, Saddam has, since early childhood, 
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considered murder something ordinary and justifiable in 
advance on the grounds that the end justifies the means. 


16. Those who know Saddam assert that he was fre- 
quently detained at the Tikrit and Baghdad police sta- 
tions, but was always released upon the intercession of 
intermed:aries. 


Covering up the Past 


Ceaseless, numerous, and exorbitantly expensive efforts 
have been exerted to cover up Saddam's past and to 
rebuild the man and reshape his story in a way that 
serves two objectives: first, to obliterate the features and 
information about his circumstances, life, and conduct 
in his childhood and early youth because the facts of that 
phase reveal a person who was controlled by psycholog- 
ical complexes and who embraced crime (murder and 
blackmail) as a means of making a livelihood: second, to 
depict Saddam to the Iraqi people and other Arab 
peoples as the exemplary, genius, and unique hero and as 
the symbol in whom past feats and future aspirations are 
focused, not to mention the other nonsense that the Iraqi 
media publish and disseminate daily. 


To accomplish the two said objectives, the Iraqi Ministry 
of Information has produced a lengthy film entitled the 
“Long Days” which recounts the story of Saddam 
Husayn, the “fabulous hero” and the Arabs’ bright sun in 
the 20th century. 


Some willing, hired pens have also been assigned to write 
books that serve these objectives. Most significant of 
these are the two abovementioned books in which the 
two writers have tried to depict Saddam as a man who 
has a “superman’s” abilities and characteristics tn all his 
decisions, acts, and dealings with others. In addition to 
the virtues and merits whose praises the two writers have 
already sung, Saddam represents the firmness of solid 
rock. He is rarely pained, affected, or grieved by catas- 
trophes or ordeals afflicting him or the people closest to 
him! 


Both books emphasize that Saddam’s most important 
merits and skills are embodied in dealing very harshly 
with violent acts, persons, and events. 


What is regrettable is that the information media in 
more than one Arab country have contributed funda- 
mentally and to a great degree to this aggrandizing of the 
“hero of Arabism,” disregarding the bloody terrorism 
that this “false hero” has practiced against the Iraqi 


people. 


Finally, it must be said revealing the facts of Saddam 
Husayn’s personality and examining his rash policies 
and criminal acts will go on for many years to come and 
will fill thousands of pages. Thus, he will have accom- 
plished one of his dearest aspirations, namely to have 
history mention him hundreds of years from now. 
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Fallacies of Draft Constitution Exposed 


92AE0S04A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
I8 Jun 92 p8 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Husayn Sha’ban, Iraqi legal 
researcher and head of Arab human rights organization 
in Britain: “Iraqi Constitution Between the Real and the 
Ideal’’] 


[Text] The new Iraqi draft constitution was issued on 30 
July 1990, 1.e., three days prior to the Iraqi forces’ 
invasion and occupation of Kuwait. The Gulf war and 
the accompanying developments stole the light from the 
Iraqi draft constitution. 


In the period since that time, talk of the constitution has 
been of an “intellectual luxury” than an issue to be 
tackled realistically and urgently. Such talk is significant, 
however, because it points to several noteworthy obser- 
vations: 


First, the regime tried to sell the draft constitution before 
the invasion. But the regime then folded up this consti- 
tution even though it had already published 1t. 


Second, this is the first permanent draft constitution 
after the lapse of more than three decades. 


Third, the talk about the constitution reflects the intel- 
lectual background the regime has tried to exploit. 


Fourth, dialogue over the constitution will have its 
impact on Iraq’s political future, especially since change 
has become an indispensable necessity. 


There are three fundamental contexts within which to 
read and debate the constitution: First, the conceptual 
coniext; second, dissection of the 30 June 1990 draft 
constitution; and, third, a future vision of the “desired 
constitution.” 


Concept 


Iraq has gone through three phases during its constitu- 
tional development, if we may use the phrase: 


First, the Ottoman era when some narrow western con- 
stitutional applications were started, especially in wake 
of the 1909 constitutional coup and the Conditionalist 
[al-mashrutiyah] Movement. 


Second, the monarchic era. The basic constitution of the 
Kingdom of Iraq was promulgated in 1925 after national 
rule had been established in 1921 and after the (Pearce 
Cox-Miss Bell) formula had been imposed when the the 
1920 revolution failed to achieve its objectives. 


Third, the republican era which started after the 14 July 
1958 revolution. A provisional constitution was issued 
on 27 July 1958 and it contained some new constitu- 
tional principles, especially the emphasis on partnership 
between Arabs and Kurds in the Iraqi homeland. This 
was the first constitutional provision acknowledging the 
Kurdish people’s mghts. But on the other hand, this 
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provisional constitution started the obstruction of Iraq's 
constitutional life by blocking the line of gradual devel- 
opment. Instead of dealing with the flaws, deficiencies, 
and gaps in the previous constitutional system, the 
“military men’s” control of the country’s fate led to the 
gradual neglect of constitutional principles gradually and 
the obstruction of numerous constitutional rules. 


The flaws of the 1925 basic constitution are apparent in 
some of its backward provisions and in the citizens’ 
general lack of confidence in the constitutional system 
emanating from it, especially regarding the executive 
authority’s intervention in and influence upon elections, 
the nomination of candidates, and similar issues. The 
citizen lost his confidence in the regime gradually, espe- 
cially when a state of emergency and special laws 
restricting liberties were entrenched and when security 
and stability were lost. This has been the predominant 
condition for more than three decades, i.e. since July 
1968—especially under the current regime. 


During the republican era, the “military’s” interventions 
contributed to the downfall of the constitutional exper- 
iment and the demise of that earlier style of life, regard- 
less of all the observations that can be made against that 
experiment and life, and despite all their faults and 
violations. Through a series of successive coups and the 
constant redefining of the periods of provisional govern- 
ment and the postponement of parliamentary elections, 
in additin to the perpetuation of the provisional consti- 
tution and the introduction of a legislative authority 
variously called the Sovereignty Council, the National 
Council, or the Revolution Command Council, the mil- 
itary has undermined the constitutional experiment, 
particularly since 1968. 


The Iraqi provisional constitution which is still in force 
was issued on 16 July 1970. Even though it acknowledges 
some constitutional principles included in the 1948 UN 
declaration of human rights and the two UN covenants 
of 1966, the practical and applied aspect has followed 
dangerous paths, considering that some basic rights are 
flouted in Iraq, including the right to life, which is the 
most important of these rights, not to mention interven- 
tion in personal life, including marriage, the choice of 
work, coerced political affiliation, and other violations. 
Law No. 142 of 1974 of the leader's party requires 
“ministries and all state authorities and agencies to 
adopt the political report of the eighth regional congress 
as a program and work guide...” This means denial of 
free expression. This law has risen in status to become 
the constitutional rule. 


Even though free press is stipulated, the press law 
imposes strict censorship on all that is written or pub- 
lished, makes it conditional that the authority’s prior 
approval be obtained before any paper or periodical is 
published, prohibits writing on 12 topics completely, 
requires a special permit to write on six topics, and 
prohibits the foreign press from dealing with seven 
topics! A strange provision that exceeds the Iraqi consti- 
tution’s rules is law No. 78 of 1977 which emphasizes 
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that the president of the republic may decide to publish 
laws, decrees, and the text of treaties, regulations, and 
republican decrees and directives in special editions of 
the Official Gazette if the state’s supreme interest dic- 
tates it. The manner in which special editions are dis- 
tributed and kept is determined by a republican decree. 
The president of the republic may decide not to publish 
laws, decrees, and regulations which are connected with 
the state security or which don’t contain in their provi- 
sions that which must be made known [publicly]. 


The 30 July Constitution 


On 30 July 1990, a draft constitution, dated 7 July 1990 
(as stated in the text), was promulgated for the Republic 
of Iraq. 


The new draft followed debates which started in the first 
quarter of 1989 on “political pluralism and the right to 
form parties,” the concepts of “openness and harmony,” 
and on international developments. These issues consti- 
tuted a part of the ruling leadership’s debates as pub- 
lished in AL-YAWM AL-SABI’, issued in Paris. The 
draft constitution is a serious theoretical document that 
reflects the intellectual and mental background domi- 
nating the ruling regime. 


The draft constitution is [supposed to be] submitted to a 
popular referendum to be approved and ratified, as it 
stipulates in its Article 179. Even though more than two 
years have lapsed since the draft constitution was pro- 
mulgated, the regime has taken no step in the direction 
of the referendum. 


The draft constitution consists of 179 articles, a prelude, 
eight sections, and 10 chapters. Sixty-nine articles out of 
a total of 179 articles speak of the powers and jurisdic- 
tion of the president of the republic. He is mentioned in 
the prelude five times as the “emblematic leader, the 
people’s leader, Saddam's Qadisiyah, the people’s son 
and leader, and the people's son.” This reflects despotic 
individualism and the individual cult. The legislator has 
mentioned the Ba’th Party’s name and the Ba’thists 
boastfully 11 times in the prelude. The legislator has thus 
violated the acknowledged customary rules in constitu- 
tional jurisprudence by including in the prologue or 
prelude the people's glorious feats, history, civilization, 
and culture. 


In Section 1, the draft constitution discusses the regime's 
political bases and it states (Article |) that “Iraq 1s an 
independent state with a presidential republican system 
of government. (Article 6) says that the Iraqi people 
consist of Arabs and Kurds. The constitution acknowl- 
edges the Kurds’ national nghts and guarantees the Iraqi 
people’s legitimate mghts within a united homeland. 
State, and society. This provision ts elastic and indeter- 
minate whereas Article |2 says that the area of Iraq with 
a Kurdish population majority shall enjoy self-rule 


Article 9 establishes 17 July—anniversary of the “great 
revolution,” as the text states—as Iraq’s National Day 
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In Article 15, the draft constitution states the following: 
“Iraq shall respect the principles of international law, 
abide by the UN charter, hold to the principles of 
good-neighbor relations, develop friendly relations 
among countries, and adhere to non-intervention in 
domestic affairs and to the peaceful setthkement of dis- 
putes on the basis of equality, mutual interest. and 
reciprocal treatment.’ There is no need to refute the 
credibility of the Iraqi regime and of its proposed con- 
stitution. Three days after it published the draft consti- 
tution, this regime invaded Kuwait and declared its 
annexation, disregarding “international legitimacy’ and 
the UN charter, not to mention the Arab League charter, 
the 1950 joint Arab defense treaty, the principles of 
good-neighbor relations, Arab fraternity, and the princi- 
ples of the nonaligned countnes and of the Islamic 
Conference. 


Section 2 deals with the constitution’s legal, social, and 
economic bases and talks of the most significant princi- 
ples to which we wish to draw attention, namely 


The exercise of power in accordance with the provisions 
of the constitution and the law (Article 16). 


Constitutionality of the laws (“no law may violate the 
constitution’). 


Non-retroactivity of laws (Article 20) 


But the draft constitution doesn’t specify the authority 
that considers constitutionality of the laws. Rather, it 1s 
content to state in Article 89 (paragraph two) that the 
president of the republic shall supervise the application 
of laws and decrees. Thus, the president of the republic 
becomes, in addition to his executive powers, the final 
authority that determines constitutionality of the laws 
This 1s in addition to other powers which we will cite 
later, thus enabling him to control the executive 
authority, control of the actual legislative authority, 1.e 
the Revolution Command Council, the consultative leg- 
islative authority, namely the Consultative Council, and 
the authority that follows this council in jurisdiction and 
rank, 1.e. the National Assembly 


The constitution’s 179 Articles contradict each other. If 
they give a right with one hand, they take it away with 
the other as a result of the numerous exceptions and the 
attachment of many of the constitution’s articles to the 
provisions of other laws. The phrase “unless otherwise 
stated in other provisions” is used to dwarf the consti- 
tutional provisions. For example, Article 20 prohibits 
the promulgation of any retroactive law but then goes on 
to say: Unless otherwise stated in other provisions 


The draft constitution also deals with the question of the 
necessity of publishing laws in the Official Gazette but 
then goes on to add: “Unless otherwise stated in other 
provisions.” This means hollowing the constitutional 
text and perpetuating the laws and decrees issued by the 
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Revolution Command Counci! which permits non- 
publication of some laws and decrees in the Official 
Gazette (as stated in decree No. 78 of 1977 to which we 
have already referred) 


Article 48 provides for the confidentiality of correspon- 
dence and of telephone and cable communications but 
then the legislator goes on to permit the violation of this 
confidentiality on the pretext of the dictates of justice 
and security. 


Section 3 deals with rights, liberties, and their guaran- 
tees, establishing some constitutional principles, such as 
equality between citizens in mghts and duties, equal 
opportunities, and a “defendant is innocent until con- 
victed by a legal court.” The law [draft constitution] 
guarantees a defendant's “right to defense” and the 
impermissibility of apprehending, detaining, or jailing a 
person unless by a decree. It further states that puntsh- 
ment shall be personal and that there “shall be no 
penalty and no crime where there 1s no provision to the 
effect.”’ It prohibits retroactive laws and the levying of a 
penalty stiffer than what ts stipulated by the law at the 
time when the crime 1s committed. It also provides for 
the inviolability of homes and of the citizen's dignity and 
honor, and so on 


The legislator also provides for the freedom of associa- 
tion and demonstration, and tor free expression and free 
press, and prohibits censorship. But what ts important 
isn't just writing down some legal principles. What 1s 
always important is the application of such principles 
and coupling word with action. However, the legislator 
doesn’t prohibit the possibility of inflicting physical or 
mora! pain on a defendant. It 1s well known that Iraq 
hasn't signed the treaty that prohibits torture and that it 
is one of the countries accused of violating human nghts 
In a manner unprecedented since World War Il, 
according to (Van De Stoyle), the UN Human Rights 
Commission special rapporteur 


On 13 August 1990. the L!N Human Rights Commission 
examined the human mghts condition in Iraq and 
decided to appoint an individual vith prominent inter- 
national status as a special rapporteur to observe the 
Iraqi regime's violations 


On 28 February 199!. the Human Rights Commission 
also decided to ask tts chairman to appoint this rappor- 
teur. This 1s an unprecedented step in the history of the 
United Nations which has appointed two rapporteurs in 
the case of Iraq: One to observe human nghts violations 
in Iraq and the second to observe human nmghts viola- 
tions in Kuwait. including mghts of Iraqi citizens living 
in Kuwait at the time of the imvasion 


Saddam Husayn. who has gathered all powers in his 
hands. has put himse!t above the law and put his will 
above the constitution. not to mention putting himself 
above every meght and every logic. In practice, a defen- 
dant has become guilty unti! proven innocent. This has 
replaced the jurnsprudential principle “imnocent until 
proven guilty.” The principle of equality before the law 
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has become an exception. As for a “detendant’s mght to 
fair trial,’ this has become a difficult demand. especially 
under the shroud of absolute secrecy and because a 
defendant 1s tortured, disappears, vanishes without a 
trace, 18 killed, or 1s executed before any trial takes place 
and, at times, before he is indicted of anything specifi- 
cally. In one of his “field” visits, Saddam asked: “What 
is a law? It is no more than a piece of paper containing 
several lines which we write” (meaning we promulgate) 


Article 58 prohibits the formation of political parties, 
associations, and clubs that mix religion with politics or 
that are based on atheism, sectarianism, racism, region- 
alism, or anti-Arabism. This is an attempt to prevent 
broad segments of the population from exercising their 
nght to political activity. Article 59 bans political and 
party activity in the armed forces and internal security 
forces to members of these forces who don't belong to the 
ruling Ba‘th Party 


The political parties law, issued in September 1991. has 
emulated the constitution by also stipulating that it 1s 
essential to believe in the |7 July revolution and in its 
objectives. It makes participation in the glorious Sad- 
dam’s Qadisiyah [battle] which “has crowned Iraq's and 
the Arab nation’s forehead with glory” a prerequisite. It 
also requires that an applicant [wishing to form a party} 
“believe in socialism and conduct himself in a socialrst 
manner.” Article 83 of the constitution proceeds to 
define the qualities of the president of the republic 

specifying the qualities that make him eligible to hold 
this position. In addition to being an Iraqi citizen and 40) 
years or older, the candidate must be a “believer attested 
to be fair, pust, courageous, wise, experienced, gentle and 
an individual who has performed weighty services for 
the homeland and the nation.” 


Thus, the draft constitution has been tailored to Sad- 
dam’s measurements so that he alone, and nobody else 
can hold the position of “president.” It 1s useful to note 
that Article | 7 of the parties law emphasizes that parties 
activities and parties’ relations with foreign circles must 
be conducted through the National Assembly's Arab and 
International Relations Committee in an attempt to cast 
suspicion in advance on parties applying for a license 
and to control their independence and some of ther 
powers 


In the draft constitution. the president's powers include 
the following 


He is be empowered to dissolve the Consultative Counc:! 
(Article 117) and the National Assembly (Article | 30) 


He 1s empowered to declare a (total or partial) state of 
emergency (Article 99) and he may suspend some articles 
of the constitution (travel, correspondence. tree press 
and expression, and so torth) 


He assumes the executive authority 
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He proclaims general mobilization, declares war. and 
accepts truce and peace agreements and treaties without! 
referring to anybody (Article 90) 


He is empowered to give grants and other torms of aid 


To put ut briefly, he 1s a president who controls the 
execulive authority, who 1s the reference for the legisia 
live authority in his capacity as the Revolution Com 
mand Council chairman, and who can dissolve the 
Consultatrve Council and the Nationa! Assembly, not to 
mention his being the “armed forces supreme com 
mander” and the “ruling party's secretary general.” hie 1s 
immune from prosecution and is not accountable. There 
iS Nothing in the constitution to restrict him 


Section 4 defines the other institutions. It deals with the 
Consultative Council which ts an advisory body com 
prised of 50 members (25 elected and 25 appointed). I 
pertorms the task of legislating laws. The president is not 
required to consult it. As tor the National Assemb!, 
Article 122 speaks of ut as a lower body than the 
Consultative Council. It, too, legislates drafts laws which 
also require the president's approval, the same as laws 
drafted by the Consultative Council. Thus, every law 
issuing from the Consultative Council or the National! 
Assembly 1s tantamount to a proposal reterred to the 
president who alone 1s empowered to ratify or reject 1 
So, the task of both councils becomes that of proposing 
not legislating, laws, .c. these councils legislative char 
acter has been stripped away. Article | 77 underlines th 
Revolution Command Council! resolutions which have 
the force of law and which remain valid and cannot be 
abolished or amended except by presidential decree’ 


Future Vision 


For more than three decades, Iraq has been ruled by 
provisional constitutions, emergency laws. and specia 
courts. Moreover. Iraq's current provisional constitution 
was not issued by any elected legislative body but by th 
Revolution Command Council! 


The lack of a permanent constitution and the executiy: 
authority's abuse of power have sapped the law of tts 
authority and led to the glonfication of force, to th 
reinforcement of monopolistic management of the coun 
try ’s affairs, to the predominance of individual rule. and 
to the absence of control. The legislative authority ha 
been yielded to the executive authority. the legisiativ« 
authority has faded from the scene. and constitutiona 
legitimacy has been obstructed by the intervention of th 
executive authority. For example, between 1976 and 
1987. the Revolution Command Counc! :ssued 
decrees with the force of law. some of them retroactis 
that permit the death penalty for the commission of 24 
kinds of acts. This is in violation of Article |! of the 
international human rights proclamation which stresses 
that “it 1s not permissible to convict a person for an a 
or tor retraining trom performing an act uniess this ts 
considered a crime in accordance with the national or 
international law at the time of commission. — 
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lhe absence of a permanent constitution and the subju- 
gation of judicial authority to the executive authority has 
deprived the former of its will and has practically 
obstructed its function because the judiciary has no mght 
to Object to decrees made by the Revolution Command 
Counc! or to contest the constitutionality of the laws 
Thus. this authority's role has become marginal and 
subservient 


SO, following the 


hange jot leadership]. what provisions 


desired constitution ’ 


¢ Reattirm the principle of the separation, multiplicity 
and equilibrium olf powers 

¢ Reattirm the general constitutional principles and 
entrench them clearly. abolish treedom-resincting 
laws, emergency courts, tax courts, special courts, and 
martial courts 

¢ Reatlirm the judiciary’s independence and make 
whatever pertains to the application ot law dependent 
on the judicia 

« Reattirm political. intellectua ultural, ethnic. and 
sectarian plurality in the constitution and develop a 
balanced legal terminology that defines the meanings 

of words and phrases 

to dealing with the ethnic 

issuing a provision that 

liscrimination com 


and significan 

¢ Devote special attention 
and sectarian prodliem Dy 
proninuts racial and sectaria4r 
pletely 

¢ Reaflirm adherence to the Iraq: citizenship and 
define this citizenship in a constitutional manner that 
leads to reexamining the Iraq: citizenship laws 

{ the Kurdish people of Iraq to 

t the appropriate tormula 


° eallirm the rigni 


sclt-determination and sele 


for tl relationship with the Arab people in a 
manner that ensures the common interest. fnendship 
voperation. and histoncal relations 
e (Underline the renunciation of violence in political life 
ind establish the principle of the peacetul and legit- 
mate rotation jot power} 
¢ Entrenct sp for opimion and opposing opinion 
and define rity and major ghts in a way that 
leads to respect. cooperation. and honorable compe- 
eiaten 
* c-Empnhas ] tralism as a formula for admunistra- 
nf ind nomics and eliminate the 
miu onsequences of the severe totalitanan 
ten 
¢ Underline the principles tolerance. fraternity 
qua ind social justice and establish constitu- 
tional guarantees ensure that violenre and ven- 
gcar do not reigr 
AS a first step and Pelore a permanent constitution is 
promulgated tor the country. any future change must set 
ransitional period of no more than one vear to hold 
general clections in the country. It must issue a consti- 


tutional declaration that is observed and enacted, that 
oul s the broad definition of Iraq's constitutional 
system. and thal suspends any provision conflicting with 
constitution 1s legislated by an 


elected by popular wali 


its provisions uNtil 


assembDiy 
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Editorial on Resolution 194. ‘Confused America’ 


YIARUSYSB lel Aviw HA ARE ITZ 
20 May 92 p Bi 


iv? hte rew 


[Editonal by Gid’on Samet: “Confused America” 


{Text} Once, betore America became the only super- 
power in the world, when it was speaking to us like 
Margaret Tutwiler recently did, we tended to think that 
it was thinking up a sophisticated trick behind the 
scenes. Now, upon tis victory in the global struggle and 
ils announcement of a new world order, we must first 
consider the great mess in its head. Unexpectedly, some- 
thing very bad happened to the leader of the universe on 
its way to its historic achievement 


It 1s almost possible to say now about America, in a 
somewhat patronizing fashion no matter, one must 
understand her, she 1s tn such trouble and 1s so contused 
she 1s having a hard time. Like any person undergoing a 
crisis, almost a week passed before it succeeded in 
concentrating and arriving at the miserable wording of 
its Statement regarding the mght of return. Another week 
passed. and Tutwiler—bleary-eyed. like after a night 
without sleep. with sloppy makeup and messy hair— 
retreated on behalf of her government 


This has happened in the past. the Administration 
struck. the Administration caressed, and everything 
ended. until the next time. But in this case. it 1s difficult 
not to think of the wider picture of confused America 
The current American crisis 1s a huge paradox of the late 
century. Not only ts the United States not reaping the 
fruits of victory due to the fal! of its great opponent, it 1s 
really suffering the troubles of the wealthy 


The tormer Soviet Umion 1s becoming a severe interna- 
tional problem. Dangerous nationalism is raging within 
it. If America had learned to get along with the one 
power facing ii, now it must stand embarrassed against 
its ununified shards. The power that it displayed against 
Moscow 1s currently devoid of value against peoples 


running around like a crazy puzzie. In the heart of 


Europe, there 1s a war. A large and problematic Germany 
iS rurning the old. delicate balance 


The main difficulty 1s found within America itself. A 
tremendous deficit in the budget threatens its cconomi 
stability. A domestic fire in California reminded rt that 
extremely serious social problems are fermenting in the 
heart of most of its big cities. The politico-economn 
system that guided the American administrations over 
the past decade has ostensibly won out over the Com- 
munist ideology that collapsed. but it 1s not built to 
contend with these internal problems with flexibility and 
success 


The thousands of Israel: tournsits who knew their way 
around “Alexander's” with ther eves closed can under- 
stand the deep economic significance of the demise of 
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this chain of stores: another symbol, joining many pre 
vious signs that something very bad 1s happening to the 
American economy and society 
night in associating the closure of the inexpensive chain 
with the fragile state of the middle class. It absorbed the 
biow of unemployment, which threw hundreds of tho 
sands out of the work force, and sometimes into the 
Streets to the ranks of the homeless. Many of this 
foundation of every Western society were deporied from 
the paradise of the American dream when they could ni 
longer make the mortgage payments on their homes 


(Commentators wert 


The panic and the desperation that many Americans a! 

feeling are, of course, reflected by the incredible success 
of billionaire Ross Perot. who has started to beat Bush 
this week in the polls. There is currently no better 
indicator of the dissatisfaction prevalent in America 
than the curves of support in the election campaign: they 
are a great weathervane for the examination of the 
moods of a nation in crisis. The newspapers and maga 
zines of the confident and sole power are ful! of apoca 
lypsic articles on its inevitable fate, on the signs of the 
fall of the empire at the end of what ts termed “the 
American century.” 


“How cynical this promise now sounds.” wrote colun 
nist Anthony Lewis on Sunday in the NEW YORK 
TIMES about the message of the new world order. “If the 
world has changed, 1t has just become more despicable 
lo clanfy the worrisome significance of the war in 
Yugoslavia, Lewis also used the term “day of judgment. 
currently widespread: “It would behoove us to 
remember that this termble century began with the 
decline 78 years ago in Sarajevo 


Opposite the gloomy column by Lewis, the NEW YORK 
TIMES turned to the Administration in an editoral with 
a tone full of compassion and in the gentle wording that 
one uses with an acquaintance who has gotten int 
trouble, explained with satisfaction to Baker and 
Tutwiler that they had entered a minefield with regard to 
the mght of return. and beseeched them | 
themselves. The next afternoon, Tutwiler recited a new 
composition 


reword 


America’s situation is not only dangerous for itself, but 
for its fmends, as well. When one thinks of another 
confused government, here in Jerusalem. one of the 
dangers 1s that it will derive encouragement from Wash- 
ington’s distress. David Levi. serving as a diplomat: 
philosopher, has already declared last week that Europ 
1S no less important than America, implicitly threatening 
the leader of the West that Israel would abandon 11 tor a 
European orientation 


Levi, in true size—as a party manipulator—thinks in 
terms of the game between the factions in the Likud 
Intuition, however, he has in abundance. He. too. feels 
that America 1s in a bad period. The problem hres in the 
erroneous conclusions of indifference that Jerusalem ts 
likely to adopt: often. a wounded frend ts more dan 
gerous to tts allies than a calm opponent 














JPRS-NEA-92-098 
31 July 1992 


European Document on Aid, Settlement Linkage 


QIAEO3994 Tel Aviv HA ARETZ in Hebrew 
20 May 92 pp 1, 8 


{Article by ‘Akiva Eldar: “European Document Proposes 
Making Aid to Israel Conditional Upon Stopping the 
Settlements”] 


[Text] The European community and each one of its 
members must officially announce that it 1s reexamining 
all of the loans, credit lines, and grants [that 11 extends] to 
the Israeli Government, in order to ascertain that the 
money 1s not being used for activity in the occupied 
terrntones. This proposal was included in a document, 
prepared at the expert level of the community that was 
distributed to the political directors of its twelve member 
States, toward the convening of the council for coopera- 
tion with Israel, which took place last week in Brussels 


The document stated that an absolute freeze on settle- 
ment activity in the territories 1s a question of to be or 
not to be in the peace process, and that the community 
must use the same lever that the United States employed 
(suspension of the guarantees) so that this would serve as 
a “clear signal to Israel and to the entire world regarding 
the degree of seriousness of our intentions.” In the 
document, defined as a “working paper.” it 1s empha- 
sized that “this 1s not a question of rhetoric, but of real 
action.” 


It is further apparent from the document that the inst- 
tutes of the community considered postponing the 
annual convention of the council for cooperation (in 
which Foreign Minister David Levi participated on the 
12th of the month), but it was recommended that they 
not evade the fulfillment of commitments and agree- 
ments in the economic and technological realms that had 
already been agreed upon with Israel. Moreover. it was 
proposed that 1t be made clear to Jerusalem that “if 1 
was not willing to focus its discussions with the counci! 
on political matters, it must take the initiative to post- 
pone the session.” 


It will be noted that after the contents of the document 
were brought to his attention, Lev: decided to cance! his 
participation in the meeting with the leaders of the 
community. At the last minute. after it became evident 
that the political directors had not adopted most of the 
resolutions included in the working paper. the minister 
decided to depart for the convention 


The document was discussed extensively at the meeting 
of Israeli ambassadors that Levi convened in Brussels 
and was defined as “shocking.” The tension with the 
community led Levi to appoint Un Savir, who served 
with great success as consul general in New York. as 
deputy director general for European affairs 


Moreover, it was said that the formula to be proposed by 
the community would facilitate the involvement of the 
member states in rotation. and that the Israeli author- 
ties must understand that it was inconceivable that they 
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push toward tightening Israel's economic tie to the 
community while simultaneously ignoring the legitimate 
defense interests of the twelve states in the region, and. 
accordingly, in the arms control committee as well 


The document also proposes that the community be 
prepared for the possiblity that Israel would penetrate 
the European economic space via the EFTA [European 
Free Trade Association}. “It 1s hard to reconcile with the 
fact that Israel 1s trying to sneak through the back door, 
when the front door 1s closed,” it was written there, and 
it was noted that the EFTA states are not aware of this, 
or not sufficiently strict. “We expect that Israel will 
become totally incorporated in the geographical region 
to which it belongs. That 1s one of the goals of the peace 
process, particularly in its multilateral route. On the 
other hand, the economic advantages that Israel aspires 
to by hooking up with Europe can be considered only if 
accompanied by concrete progress in the peace talks 
Tas has not happened, and Israe! knows that.” 


Additional important points in the document, which was 
distributed among the foreign ministnes of the members 
of the community 


e It seems that the Americans maintain that, in the 
interim, several critical questions must be lett aside. It 
iS possible to arrive at a common denominator, if the 
gap between Israel and the Palestinians 1s reduced. It 
iS difficult to see how the Palestinians could digest the 
current settlement policy of Israel. as well as the 
general decline of the situation, particularly in the 
context of human rights 

e At this stage. the Arabs are not willing to make any 
compromises with Israel. since this would contribute 
to the strengthening of Yitzhag Shamir and improve 
his chances in the elections 

¢ There is no reason to anticipate additional Israel: 
compromises prior to the elections. Pending clarifica- 
tion of the situation, at the end of the summer. we will 
be witnesses to “fake meetings” intended to keep the 
process alive 

¢ Israel's position in the negotations 1s to drag its feet 
Not only did it persist in its policy of settlements, but 
it also employs a policy of fear mm the occupied 
territories 

¢ By too rapidly advancing “technical aspects” in the 
multilateral talks. we are taking the risk of normaliza- 
tion of the status quo—lIsrael: rule of the occupied 
territories 

¢ If the problem of the involvement ot the diaspora ts 
not solved in the multilateral committees on refugees 
and economic development, as well as the involve- 
ment of the Palestinians and the European commu- 
nity in the arms control committee. the multilateral 
talks are likely to become a “nonevent © 

¢ The community supports the peace process due to the 
attitude that “this 1s the only game in town 

e The Arabs. particularly Syma and the Palestinians 
demand that Europe be allocated a more salient role 
in the bilateral talks. If not at this stage. then at least 


in coming Stages 
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* Upon the decline of Russia and the political uncer- 
tainty in the domestic American arena, the commu- 
nity must aspire to serve as a fair broker in the 
bilateral talks. In effect, Europe has a clear interest in 
the Middle East, and it cannot make do with the role 
of a bystander. The choice of Rome—the capital of 
the community—¢grants Europe an intensified role 


Ways of Confronting Nuclear Threat 


Demilitarizing Middle East 
YIN COOS2Z Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 
18 Jun 92 p 2 


[Report by Y. Tal on interview of Dr. Serge: Oznovish- 
chev: “Topic of the Day With Dr. Serge: Oznovishchev 
(Moscow) on the Agreement To Limit Nuclear Weapons 
Signed by Bush and Yeltsin: Demilitarizing the Middle 
East From the Atum Will Be the Next Step ”; place and 
date not given} 


[Text] [HA’'ARETZ] According to the agreement, the 
United States and Russia are supposed to destroy two- 
thirds of their nuclear warheads. Does this totally cancel 
the danger of a worldwide nuclear war? 


{Oznovishchey| The danger of this happening has been 
significantly reduced since the new era of Mikhail Gor- 
bachey began. Yeltsin ts following his path, and in the 
current agreement, the danger of the outbreak of a world- 
wide nuclear war 1s being reduced even further. Except 
that the test of the agreement 1s its implementation 


[HA ARETZ}] Is it difficult for Russia to implement the 
agreement” 


[Oznovishchev| There are a number of difficulties. The 
first difficulty 1s connected to the military and the 
parliamentary control over the military. Yeltsin can sign 
any agreement that he wants. but it will be worthless if he 
does not guarantee the ways to effect it, including, 
among other things. addressing the military and starting 
effective governmental control over it 


Currently. there are conservative elements within the 
military, devotees of the previous regimes, who do not 
look kindly upon this agreement and who are liable to try 
and frustrate its implementation. Yeltsin should have 
prepared the ground in Russia ahead of time, and he did 
not do this. This ts liable to create difficulties, although 
they can be surmounted. The second difficulty that I see 
is economic. The destruction of the missiles 1s tied to a 
great monetary expenditure. over $1 billion in the course 
of the ‘90's. without western aid, Russia will have 
difficulty implementing the agreement 


[HA ARETZ] Does the cumulative experience from the 
agreements that have been signed up until now justify 
the optimism for the new agreement” 


{Oznovishchev| All agreements up unti! now have, essen- 
tially, been the introduction for the primary agreement. 
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which we are witnessing now. The majority of the previous 
agreements spoke of a freeze or limitation of development 
and production of nuclear weapons, but, apart from the 
agreement regarding the intermediate missiles in Europe 
the other agreements did not necessitate the destruction of 
nuclear weapons. The current agreement speaks of this 
and that is a significant difference 


Realization of the agreement is dependent, of course. 
upon effective control over its implementation from 
both sides. |, for example, do not totally depend upon the 
data delivered by Russian military sources and the other 
states in the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent 
States]. We must also be convinced that the other side 1s 
implementing the agreement in letter and spirit, and, 
therefore, after determining the general principles of the 
agreement, the representatives of both armies must be 
given the opportunity to talk among themselves and to 
reach an agreement regarding the details of the control 
process for dismantling and destroying the weapons 


[HA’ARETZ] Even after effecting the agreement 
nuclear reservoirs capable of destroying the entire world 
three times over will remain in US. and Russian hands 
Would it not have been better to attain the dismantling 
of a larger number of nuclear weapons” 


[Oznovishchev] | am not worried about the number of 
weapons. Even with such a quantity and, perhaps. even 
with more than this, the danger of a nuclear war between 
the two superpowers 1s not indicated 


You must also understand that we are speaking of a 
continuous process. In the case of the current agreement. 
they say that approximately |(0 years will be required to 
reach the dismantling of such a quantity of weapons 
This time ts also necessary to create trust between the 
sides. 


1 am not of the opinion that the time has come for the 
superpowers, that 1s. the United States and Russia, to 
part from all of the nuclear weapons in their possession 
We have not yet reached this millennium 


The danger 1s not of war between the two superpowers 
Threats are likely to shoot up, whose buds are already 
visible today, against the two superpowers together, that 
are likely to place the peace of the entire world in 
jeopardy, therefore, it 1s essential that the United States 
and Russia both retain nuclear arsenals. Perhaps this wil! 
sound absurd, but these nuclear weapons that are now in 
the hands of the superpowers contribute more to world 
peace and its security than would total dismantling 


{[HA’ARETZ] In the wake of the agreement, will the 
superpowers exert more pressure on the dismantling of 
nuclear weapons in other areas. including the Middle 
East” 
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[Oznovishchev| Indirectly, the agreement could decid- 
edly influence in this direction. The signing of the 
agreement for dismantling nuclear weapons creates the 
appropriate atmosphere for work in this direction in 
other areas of the world as well, including the Middle 
East 


In the days to come, we must consider a new measure for 
monitoring nuclear weapons. The idea is that anyone 
retaining such weapons would place their entire weapons 
dump under UN monitoring. For this purpose, the UN 
would establish a special body, whose personne! would 
be permitted to enter all countnes’ nuclear installations 
It would be similar to the operation carned out regarding 
Iraq, albeit without coercion 


{HA’ARETZ] Is there reason for concern in the world, 
especially in Israel, over the nuclear weapons that 
remain in the hands of the Muslim republics in the CIS” 


[Oznovishchev] In my opinion, there 1s no further reason 
for such concern. Currently, the Muslim republics have 
no tactical weapons. The weapons that they had have 
been transferred to Russia, Byelarus, Ukraine, and Kaza- 
khstan, and these countries are bound by all interna- 
tional agreements for the nondistmbution of nuclear 
weapons. In my opinion, they greatly exaggerated the 
reports of nuclear weapons transfer from Muslim repub- 
lics to other countnes, especially in the Middle East 
According to all data in my possession, this did not 
occur 


[HA’ARETZ] To what extent are the Kremlin leaders 
aware of attempts by Iran and Libya to arm themselves 
with nuclear weapons” 


{Oznovishchev| The leaders of Russia are definitely 
aware of this, and | am convinced that the subject arose 
in Yeltsin's discussions with Bush. In my opinion, after 
signing the agreement, they will turn their attention to 
working toward the nuclear demilitanzation of the 
Middle East, for they are aware of the fact that without 
this step, world peace 1s not ensured at all 


Intelligence, Military Gaps 
YW COOS2Y Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 
in Hebrew 17 Jun 92 p 3 


{Article by E. Rosen: “Mossad Agent Will Not Save the 
World” ] 


[Text] Two press conferences with two brigadier generals 
on the General Staff produced two. almost identical, 
apocalyptic headlines in the newspapers: Nuclear 
weapons in Iran, perhaps in Syria, too, a danger to 
survival, world war, disturbing the strategic balance in 
the Middle East 


In both cases, the brigadier generals were also quoted as 
ones calling for action by every means—political, mili- 
tary, intelligence—in order to frustrate, prevent, and 
keep the evil schemes from spreading terror. 
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Whoever participated in these two press conferences 
knows that, even if the headlines came out identical, the 
contents were different. The head of the Intelligence 
Branch, Brigadier General Uri Shagai. painted a very 
complex, multifaceted picture of changes in the region 


He spoke with concern of the armaments race and the 
unconventional ambitions of Syma and. particularly 
Iran, of the dangers that, if this activity 1s not inter 
rupted, Iran will have nuclear weapons in less than |) 
years 


But, on the other hand, Shagai also spoke of changes of 
another type: of the collapse of Syria's strategic support 
(the Soviet Union) and its worsening economic difficul 
ties, of Syria's difficulties in acquiring advanced military 
equipment, so that Assad understands that the aspira 
tion for a strategic balance with Israel 1s more distant 
today than ever. Of the peace process as a positive factor 


Air force commander Brigadier General Herze! 
Bodinger, made do with a simpler and gloomier presen 
tation of matters. His words on the fact that Israe! must 
aspire to attack every Arab nuclear operation were clear 
and loudly heard 


Only in a whisper, almost as an aside, and in response to 
a question, Bodinger agreed that life 1s not as simple as tt 
was in May ‘81. For even if Israel knew exactly where the 
Arab nuclear devices were being constructed. it 1s no 
longer possible to destroy them in one brilliant and 
successful air force operation. The Arabs learned their 
lesson, nuclear operations descended from the heights of 
the reactors to beneath the ground. and now—unlike 
‘8I1—they now have a very effective response to an 
Israeli attack: long-range ground-to-ground missiles 


It 1s the yob of military personnel to worry and sound the 
alarm. The head of the Intelligence Branch must bring 
the information, and the commander of the air force. the 
operational solutions. Other bodies, such as the Mossad 
for example, must follow and work toward frustrating 
and obstructing the processes. It 1s true that it 1s very 
difficult to diminish the severity of the developments in 
Iran. For the time being, Tehran, much more than 
Damascus. 1s the primary source of threat, perhaps even 
a threat to survival, that appears on the horizon 


Al any rate, the solution is not military, nor does it 
merely lie in the continuation of our defensive occupa- 
tion of the casbahs of Nabulus and the alleys of Jeblaya 


Amil and his detectives will continue with a precise 
follow-up of every particle of enriched uranium and 
every Russian scientist that boards a plane going to 
Tehran. The IDF [Isrel Defense Forces] must prepare 
operational plans. In contrast, Israel's government and 
defense leadership must remember that the game of 
“find the missile” 1s not the main one 


Gone are the days when a daring Mossad agent or F-16 
jet could save the world. The rules of the game are 
changing. Sooner or later Arab countries will rise up on 
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the nuclear course. The solution 1s political. and 1 1s to 
be found around the negotiating table. This 1s a solution 
that requires bold steps and real imitiative from the 
Israch: side It rs much more complex than the headlines 
that were so gloomy and clear. published this week in the 


newspapers 


And it 1s urgent. Extremely urgent 


Peace Agreement Necessary 
YIN COOS 2’ Tel Aviww YEDI'OT AHARONOT 
in Hebrew 16 Jun 92 p 23 


[Article by E. Habar “Who Is Not Afraid of Nuclear 


War”) 


{Text} The most important declaration of the past week, 
past month, past year. was heard by the air force com- 
mander. Brigadier General Herzel Bodinger. In his full 
professional authority. he stated that Iran and Syna are 
hable to be armed with atomic bombs within 10 years. 
One would have to be a complete idiot to argue with 
Bodinger. who put the subject on the agenda, and one 
would have to be even a greater idiot to say: Ten years? 
Good Lord. We have learned that !0 years pass very 
quickly (reminder 20 years have already passed since 
that terrible Yom Kippur). And one would have to be 
totally blind to ponder to oneself, The Arabs and the 
atomic bomb” Those primitives” 


This ts approximately what we all said up until the Gulf 
War, one year ago or so. On the eve of that war | wrote, 
by the way. that 1 1s possible that Saddam Husayn has 
something that we do not know about, and | hinted of 
atomic matters—and all of the heroes of Israel's writing 
desks assailed me. After the war. 1t became clear that, uh 
oh', another six months or year at the most, and Saddam 
would have had a nuclear installation that no one knew 
about 


Arab countries have been making efforts for years to 
acquire an atomic bomb, in the knowledge that there 1s 
no other way to subdue Israel. As 1s known, Iraq was on 
the brink. Pakistan has nuclear capability, and Libya, 
Algeria, and Syria are striving for it. It 1s only a question 
of time. 


Whoever 1s still convinced that we are supermen for 
whom the entire world 1s a doormat being tread upon by 
our feet now laughs: we will know about the bomb in 
time. Why else do we have the acclanmed Mossad, and 
military intelligence, and good Jews who will report to us 
in time. Indeed. the last Iraqi attempt taught us the hard 
way, that it 1s possible to build an atomic bomb, without 
our knowing about it. Without our knowing about 1”? 
And the Americans with their tens of thousands of CIA 
agents’ And the KGB” And the French? And the Ira- 
nians” What did they know” Thousands were involved in 
the building of the Iraqi bomb, and not one was found 
who. for a few pennies. would tell the western world. 
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So what does the Isracli superman say: OK, we will 
destroy the Iranian or the Syrian bomb, or both of them 
We already did this in the past. and the head of the 
Intelligence Branch, Un Shagai, hinted of such a possi- 
bility last week. The Israeli who still wakes up every 
morning humming the Entebbe hymn is convinced that 
there 1s a solution and we, therefore, will find u. The 
Jewish brain will invent a device for us. Esther yes or no 
And if not, what then” 


And, in order to comfort and be comforted before he 
goes to sleep, the Israeli hero soothes himself and his 
wife: what of the Arabs and atomic technology—how 
could they be the ones with the intellect (and formula) to 
build a bomb. Years ago, the atomic secrets were hidden, 
and few knew them. In the United States, they hung spies 
who revealed atomic secrets to the Soviet Union. And in 
our days, 1t 1s possible to say with little exaggeration, that 
atomic secrets are rolling down the street. And worse 
than that: The collapsing Russia 1s swarming with thou- 
sands of scientists who, for a hot dog in a roll, will sell 
atomic secrets without thinking twice. A house in the 
suburbs of Baghdad and a jacuzzi in a nice corner of 
Damascus would turn them into devils in the building of 
a bomb 


What 1s the conclusion to be drawn from everything 
stated unti! now” That we are heroes and smart and elite 
and God ts on our side, yet we do not have to exaggerate. 
There exists a real danger to our physical lives here, and 
no Uzi of Rabbi Levinger, who dances in the alleys of 
Hebron, will help us in time of trouble. And from here. 
the result is that we have only a certain amount of time 
the span of a few years. very few years, to reach full peace 
with the Arab countnes around us, and. 1t 1s worthwhile 
to do so, even at a cost and with concessions, before 
Syna, Iran, Libya, and Algeria have atomic bombs 


And on this they would have written in our place years 
ago: And one hour earlier ts nice 


IDF Computer Defense Against Viruses, Hackers 


924E04924 Tel Aviv YEDIOT AHARONOT in Hebrew 
30 Jun 92 p 7 


[Interview with Eli Gonen, commander of the Central 
Computer Division of the IDF (Israel Defense Forces). 
by Dudi Goldman. place and date not given] 


{Text} After four and a half years as commander of the 
Central Computer Division (CCD), the computer center 
of the Israeli army—and the largest school in the Middle 
East for computer professions—El: Gonen, 45, 1s retiring 
from his post. The CCD, for those who do not know, 1s 
Israel's computer front-line patrol. Almost every person 
in a semior position in Israel's computer sector. from the 
bored senior programmer to “IBM Israel” director. 
Yehoshua Ma’or, is a graduate of the CCD. The CCD 1s, 
in effect, the Palmah (“Shock Forces’—the name of the 
commando branch of the Hagana. the Jewish Defense 
Force in the mandate period) of the Israeli high-tech 
industry. 
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Gonen, an industnal and administrative engineer who 
graduated from the Tekhnion with honors in 1972, and 
a leader of the down-to-earth and hard-working variety, 
not gifted with a sense of humor, was the ninth com- 
mander of the CCD, following Mordekhai Kikayon, Dr. 
Menahem Dishon, Romemia Halevi-Segal, Moshe 
Nadir, Yosi Shiften, Shariya Ziv, Avi Peri, and Yitzhag 
Mal ’akh. They are all firmly established today in very 
senior positions as heads of data and information pro- 
cessing units in large organizations, such as Bank 
Le’umi, Bank Hapoalim, Eged, Paz, etc. 


Eli Gonen, who always emphasizes that he did his 
regular service in the Golani, still retains a very battle- 
onented emergency appointment, and frequently para- 
chutes, 1s in the process of leaving the army now and ts 
“ready to pick up freight.’ His predecessors in the post 
were snatched up rather quickly, not before they made 
sure that when their army service ended they would have 
positions appropriate to their status and rank. Most of 
the people in semor positions in the computer sector in 
Israel have come to Gonen during the past four years for 
reserve duty in the CCD in Ramat Gan. Nevertheless, 
Gonen ts still waiting for an enticing offer. 


[Goldman] How 1s it that you still have no position in the 
civilian market? 


{Gonen] I still have none, but | hope to find a place in a 
company or organization that develops programming for 
export. This seems to me like work that 1s challenging 
enough to be interesting. Israel, and this is a known fact, 
can become a programming power in the world. 


{Goldman] What did the virus epidemic do to the army” 
Have computer viruses ever paralyzed the system” 


{Gonen] There are viruses in many units in the army, but 
we have no problem with the system being paralyzed. We 
are speaking here only of personal computers, of which 
we have many in the army—and it happens by mistake. 
when a reserve soldier inserts a diskette he brought from 
home, and so infects the system. We try to explain and to 
train people to know that they must not put any diskette 
into the army computers except those that belong to the 
army 


{Gsoldman] But what happens when Yosi: from the supply 
room has run out of diskettes, and Hayim the Redhead 1s 
ready, in all innocence, to contribute his own diskette to 
the army” 


|{Gonen| We try to make sure that things like that do not 
happen, and that everyone follows procedures carefully, 
because a virus attack can cause great damage. Beyond 
that, the CCD has developed a special antivirus program 
that 1s successful in combating viruses. 


[Goldman] It has been reported that the Americans are 
developing methods of transmitting interfering viruses 
into computer-monitored weapons systems. Do you, as 
commander of the CCD, know of similar work in Israel? 
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{Gonen] | also read that in the Gulf War they suc- 
ceeded—with the help of a printer—in infecting the Iraqi 
command and control system with viruses. But | do not 
know if that is so. Besides, it 1s not at all clear whether 
such a thing is possible at this stage. We must continue to 
follow what is happening in the U.S. army in that area. 


[Goldman] There have been articles about “computer 
hackers,” children who try and sometimes succeed in 
penetrating classified computer systems, and even in 
changing the data in them. Has this also happened to the 
army's computers? 


{Gonen] No. That is the basic difference between our 
computer systems and those of the United States. We 
read from time to time in the papers about children who 
succeed in breaking into the Pentagon computers using a 
personal computer, modem, and telephone line. In 
Israel, this is not possible, for the simple reason that the 
army communications lines are a unit completely sepa- 
rate from the regular civilian communications network 
So, in our case a child cannot sit in his little room at 
home and try to penetrate a central army computer. He 
simply cannot do it. 


[Goldman] What about those wonder children whose 
exploits we have read about in the paper, who succeeded 
in breaking into classified computer systems? One of 
them even served with you in the CCD. Do you follow 
them up, with the idea of recruiting them into the CCD” 


{Gonen] The boy who succeeded that time in breaking 
into your computer at YEDI'OT AHARONOT and 
planting a false report there, did not serve with us. 
although it 1s true that we had him lecture on protection 
against computer penetrability. In principle. we keep 
track of young geniuses of predraft age. including “com- 
puter hackers.” But we examine and weigh whether the 
amount of damage each of them is likely to cause ts not 
more that the benefit he will bring. And in many cases. 
where there 1s a story about some wonder child breaking 
into a classified computer, and everyone thinks we will 
certainly take him for the CCD, we reject him, after 
examining him well with the tools we have developed 


[Goldman] You train hundreds of young people every 
year. Who are those young people, and what are the 
conditions they have to stand up under” 


{Gonen] There are very difficult entrance exams— 
intelligence and psychological. The candidates pass 
many selection committees, and many fail at every stage 
of the preparation and throughout the course. The pro- 
gramming course 1s offered three times a year. and every 
soldier accepted to a CCD programming course signs on 
for three years in the regular army. That 1s, he serves six 
years altogether, and enters the civilian job market 
equipped with the best experience with and knowledge of 
the most advanced computing systems. Except for cases 
of special geniuses, who we are allowed to recruit without 
regard to their medical profile, we can only recruit 
soldiers with a low profile (64 or lower). 
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Beyond that, we hold dozens of courses and seminars for 
engineers and computer professionals of all ranks and 
levels. 


[Goldman] What about software theft? Lately, reports 
have been published of software companies setting up 
“commandos” that spread at dawn and destroy stolen 
software. 


{Gonen] In the IDF, there is no computer theft at all, and 
we are possibly the organization most careful about 
centralized buying of software with a license to copy it. 
Just lately we acquired a word processor from a local 
software company, and we bought it with a special 
license for use in a large number of copies. 


[Goldman] Do you have a computer at home? Are your 
children computer hackers? 


[Gonen] My children, |3-year-old Rut and eight- 
and-a-half-year-old Yotam, are not computer hackers, 
and the truth is that only lately have | bought a home 
computer. 


[Goldman] What kind? 
{Gonen] A 386 color IBM clone 


[Goldman] Many companies publicize the fact that their 
products have been acquired by the CCD. Is the CCD’s 
decision a kind of extra-special seal of approval. attesting 
to the quality of the product” 


[Gonen] Yes, definitely, and all the companies that 
compete for our contracts know that. Just as a [manu- 
facturer] in the world’s aeronautics industry—and this 1s 
a mark of prestige and reliability—can emphasize that 
the Israel army uses its products, so they can with us in 
the realm of [computer] supphes and software 


|Box, p 7] 
Developing The Software Led To Jail 


One of the first projects Eli Gonen carned out as a 
computer specialist, before he became commander of the 
CCD, was for the Civil Defense Force. The job was to set 
up a system to keep track of gasoline payments for senior 
officers’ private cars of senior officers. 


The work Eli Gonen and the team of programmers he 
commanded did lead to the discovery of a fraud net- 
work. It turned out that regular soldiers were working 
hand in hand with a few civilian gas station workers and 
Stealing many liters of precious gasoline from the army 
Following the revelation, military investigative police 
entered the picture, and the forgers ended up in prison 


|Box, p 7] 


They Are Situated In The Heart of IBM and Digital 


It turns out that for years now, technical officers in 
electronic fields have been sent by the IDF to Amencan 
compamies on work/holidays. During that penod, which 
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lasts a year to two years, the Israel: officer works in the 
American company and receives his paycheck from the 
company through the IDF 


Eli Gonen 1s proud of the fact that he expanded this 
project to also include CCD officers, so that computer 
officers from all branches of the IDF are sent to large 
computer companies in the United States and Europe for 
a fun year, during which they help the development 
department of the company (usually IBM or Digital}— 
with their knowledge—and in return have access to the 
development laboratories of the most advanced compa- 
mies in the world. 


[Goldman] Is it not dangerous for an Israeli officer, with 
much military knowledge, to be sent into an environ- 
ment which 1s not always supportive of Israel” There are 
companies, “Apple” for example. in which many senior 
personnel in Europe are Arabs. Is there no security threat 
here” 


[Gonen] In my opinion, no. First of all, they are sent to 
the development departments of IBM and Digital—and 
it seems to me that those senior Arabs you mentioned are 
working in the marketing departments of “Apple — 
Second, the Israeli officers do not walk around in the 
corndors of the company with an “IDF” tag on the lapel! 
of their suits. And besides, | always bref them before 
they leave to go abroad. 


Gonen himself was sent for two years to Valbun in 
France, to the development department of the Digita! 
company, but asked to return after a year and a halt 
when he learned that the position of commander on the 
CCD had become available 


JORDAN 


Minister of Occupied Territories Interviewed 


YIAEV489A YEDI'-OT AHARONOT (Y eekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 9 Jul 92 pp 18-19, 40 


[Interview by Smadar Per with Marvan Dudin in Jerus- 
alem, date not given: “Minister of the Territones’| 


[Text] One day after the elections, Marvan Dudin, a 
former minister in five governments in Jordan. decided 
not to wait for the results and to return home to Amman 
from his first visit to us. 


[Dudin] I heard everything that could be heard about the 
elections, | saw the broadcasts. | peeked at the platforms of 
the large parties, and mainly, | spoke with a great many 
people. Now, | have nothing left to do but to sit back in my 
armchair at home, in Amman, and to watch “Mahbat' [the 
Israeli evening news program on television] 


When he decided to travel. Dudin got into his air- 
conditioned car, and when he presented his documents 
on the Allenby bridge. he immediately received red 
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Carpet treatment. It 1s not every day that such a high level! 
figure passes through this place in broad daylight. 


Exactly 29 years have passed since Dudin left the home 
of his family in the village of Dura, in the Hebron hills. 
Apart from a very brief trip to visit his sick mother in 
1967, Dudin, son of a large family, whose roots are 
planted strongly in Hebronite politics and land, saw the 
“other side” only on the television screen, in the open 
reports and the covert messages that were transferred to 
his offices over the long years of absence. 


Even now. when he arrived for 10 days, he made sure 
that the visit would be private in nature and would 
maintain a low profile. While he did not meet with 
Israelis, he moved from party to reception, from meal to 
feast, and when he speaks of the feasts, his mght hand 
moves with worry over the fresh roundness in the region 
of his belly 


{Dudin] In all of these meetings, when we sat and talked. 
| tned to guess who among those present are pro-PLO, 
who supports the “Front,” who goes with the religious, 
and who are the Palestinians who still ave not formu- 
lated a position. It seems to me that most of the people 
whom | have spoken with in the territories still do not 
know exactly what they want. 


Dudin, very handsome, tall, wearing eyeglasses, 1s a 
graduate of the faculty of English language and literature 
at Cairo University. The meeting between us, 1n a closed 
room at the Hyatt hotel in Jerusalem, at a round table, 
takes place after I fulfilled a number of certain condi- 
tions regarding confidentiality. This is his first exposure 
in an Israeli newspaper, by the person who was the 
director of Jordanian radio, ambassador to Romania, 
Minister of Information, Minister of Agriculture, Min- 
ister for Affairs of the Jordanian Prime Minister's Office. 
and the height of his positions—the minister in charge of 
the “occupied terrtones” in the Jordanian government. 
Four years ago, the office was dismantled and, since 
then, Dudin has been engaged in agricultural projects. 


In Jordan, however, Dudin explains, agnculture and 
politics go hand in hand. When he was in charge, for 
example, of the agncultural five year plan in Zayad 
Rifa’i’s government, the agricultural matter was what led 
to reconcihation between Amman and Damascus. 


{Dudin} When I was asked to send five trucks of toma- 
toes to Syria, | made sure to send 10. If I was asked to 
send four trucks of citrus or pickles, or canned goods, | 
always sent double. I grew to know the large-scale 
farmers of Syma. and | gave them personal treatment. 
And it worked. Ultimately, the tomatoes led to the 
reconcihation between Syna and Jordan 


[Pen] | remind Dudin that the person who was our 
minister of agriculture, Moshe Dayan. was also associ- 
ated with tomatoes: the “moneymaker.” Dudin very 
much likes the comparison 
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{[Dudin}] When farmers from the West Bank would come 
to me at the Prime Minister's Office, | would ask them: 
what is it about him, about Dayan, that you speak of him 
with such admiration? And they would answer, Dayan 
knows how to speak with us. He 1s a farmer in his soul. 
Dayan understands us. 


Dudin tells the story of his amazingly diverse life with 
open enjoyment. From Hebron to Gaza, to Cairo, to 
Saudi Arabia, to Tehran, to Beirut, and to Jordan. The 
Station is final. He takes care to mention, at various 
points, names of Israeli figures, but does not agree that I 
publish them. At least not at this stage. 


“I was born,” he winks at me wickedly, in Be’er Sheva, in 
the home of the Basyaso family.“* A reminder: One of the 
sons of this clan, ‘Atef Basyaso, “the security officer of 
the PLO, was murdered three months ago 1n mystenous 
circumstances, when he left the “"Merdian Monfrance™ 
hotel in Paris. ‘Arafat hurned to blame the Israeli 
“Mossad,** while other Palestinian spokesmen indicated 
‘Abu-Nidal’s organization. 


Dudin spent from 1954 until 1958 in Egypt. at the 
English studies department of the University of Cairo. 
These were the years that road engineering student Yasir 
‘Arafat spent as chairman of the Palestinian student 
union. The paths of the two crossed there, due to the 
circumstances; however Dudin. it seems, did not follow 
the Palestinian organization and preferred to return 
home to his family in Hebron. 


Two years later. he marred Fatima Biltagi. born in Gaza 
and educated in Hebron. They had five children, who 
give them great satisfaction: the oldest daughter 1s an 
architect, the second daughter is a graduate of the theater 
department in California and resides in Dubayy. One of 
the sons 1s the chief engineer of the luxury Interconti- 
nental hotel in Amman. another son 1s a legal! adviser. 
and the fifth daughter. who 1s single. 1s due to get 
marred soon 


Dudin pays attention to his dress. | recall him from 
photographs in the newspapers of the Arab world in 
neckties, strict, with a stern expression. But he appears 
for the meeting at the Hyatt in a light. casual suit and 
white cotton shoes. A hint of the hedonistic lifestyle that 
he conducts 1s found im his mght hand—a thick, fine 


cigar 
{[Dudin] | like to live well when | am not working 


And those who know him. testify that he 1s a man of hard 
work. An interesting. Middie Eastern combination of a 
farmer-politician-desirer of the good life. His proficiency 
in Israeli events makes one momentarily forget that he 
lives over the border 


{Dudin] Every night. | make an effort to watch “Mabat.” 
which gets excellent reception in Amman Although | do 
not understand a word of Hebrew. | can guess what they 
are talking about: after the opening of each tem. | wart 
for pictures, and if there 1s an mmterview in English or 
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Arabic, even better. Throughout the years, | have been 
“addicted” to the JERUSALEM POST. They would 
bring me the newspaper in the afternoon, and | would 
find a free hour to read the headlines and the editorials. 
Since the newspaper has been sold to mght-wingers, | 
have lost interest. | currently prefer to read the synopsis 
of translations from the Hebrew press. 


[Per] How do we appear to a former Jordanian minister 
for the “occupied terntones?” 


{Dudin] It seems to me that you have a wide common 
denominator with the Jordanian Government. We have 
no great differences of opimion or unbridgeable gaps. If | 
had the opportunity, | could teach all of those interested 
how to walk on the political eggs and have them remain 
whole. And | am certain that not one egg would break. 


For the past year, Dudin has been a regular member of 
the Montada, an exclusive members club. A political 
kitchen, if you wish, which convenes each week on 
Mondays, close to midnight, in the living room of the 
home of Dr. ‘Abd-al-Salam Megali, head of the Jorda- 
mian delegation to the negotiations with the Israel: dele- 
gation. Other members include former prime minister 
Ziyad Rifai, State Minister ‘Adnan Abu-’Awdah (both 
of them accompanied King Husayn in his clandestine 
meetings with the political leadership in Israel), officials 
with special status in the Foreign Ministry and first rate 
journalists in Amman. One of the journalists, Husayn 
Hatab, was expelled from the Jordanian press associa- 
tions six months ago, after he granted a telephone 
imterview to the Voice of Israel during the Madrid 
conference. But the “Montada™ made sure to get His 
Royal Highness Husayn into the matter, and not only 
was Hatab reinstated in the association, he can now also 
wave a special medal that he received from the king 


In Cairo, as well, approaching Sadat’s historical visit to 
Jerusalem, political salons convened, with the participa- 
tion of the semor officials and intellectuals. Nonetheless. 
a minister in the Egyptian Government or an Egyptian 
intellectual would think at least 10 times before volun- 
teering to tell the Israelis about these gatherings. Dudin. 
in contrast, had no problem in telling that these gather- 
ings were the path that led, in effect, to the immediate 
response in Amman to public negotiations with Israel 


Dudin enjoys telling how the members of the “Montada™ 
cunously swallow the reports of the talks with the 
Israelis 


{Dudin| The head of the Israeli delegation, Dr. Eh 
Rubenstein, appears as a very wise man. professional. a 
fellow who knows how to find a common language with 
the members of the Jordaman delegation. | understand 
that he received a very limited mandate from Jerusalem 
and he was busy gaining time and creating mutual trust 


With the same openness that he speaks of hrs activities 
retated to Israel, he 1s also willing to contnbute a story of 
a professional blunder with an Israeli angie. At the end of 
the 1970's. he served as Jordamian ambassador to 
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Romania. President Sadat then paid the consultation 
visit with President Ceascescu. in the wake of which he 
decided to go ‘oe Jerusalem, and Dudin was requested to 
report the agenda of the two presidents to Amman 


“Nothing, just a routine visit,” he wrote in the cables. “l 
reported what I reported. and it quickly became evident that 
| was mistaken, and that | had misled my superiors.” 


Nonetheless. he was left in Bucharest for another two 
years and returned to the position of Minister of Agri- 
culture 


{Dudin] | was Minister of Agriculture for four years, and 
this 1s a record period in Jordan 


The term concluded as soon as his patron, Prime Min- 
ister Ziyad Rifai, was replaced. Dudin went to the 
private sector and, for two years, he directed a distribu- 
tron company for books. periodicals, and newspapers. 


{Dudin} Despite the exile that was forced upon me, | 
enjoyed every minute. | had time to read the JERUS- 
ALEM POST backwards and forwards, as well as Amer- 
ican periodicals. But | knew that this was a temporary 
vacation 


When Ziyad Rifai returned, he called upon Dudin to 
return, as well. He was entrusted with a new projyect— 
agricultural cooperation with Syma. One year later, in 
April 1986, he was appointed “Minister of the Occupied 
Territories.” Onrientalist Zvi Alpeleg analyzes the 
appointment: “This was political wisdom of a Middle 
Eastern king. who knew how to locate the natural and 
acquired skills possessed by a son of a respected family 
loyal to him in the territones.” 


The ministry was established immediately subsequent to 
the Six Day War. in order to intensify the link between 
Amman and the territones. Two ministers, Hasan 
Ibrahim and Tahar Canaan, were Dudin’s predecessors, 
but he was undoubtedly the most outstanding and active 
among them. According to his partners on the Israeli 
side. 1f everything had gone mght, perhaps we would have 
been im an entirely different political situation today 
Dudin headed a revolutionary program, in which the 
Jordamians, Americans. Saudis, and the Israeli Govern- 
ment were partners. On the Israel: side, Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres reacted positively, in the wake of the 
“London Agreement” with King Husayn, to a program 
that would tighten the relationship between the territo- 
nes and Jordan. through financial aid and development 
programs. Israel. Jordan, the United States, and Saud: 
yorned together. clandestinely. in order to realize the 
program 

haree of the 


The minister om occupied territories, 


under the close supervision of Prince Hasan. the crown 
prince and the brother of King Husayn. was promised a 
budget of one and a quarter billion dollars. which he was 
to distribute to the residents of the West Bank and the 
(jaza strip in order to develop economic and agricultural 
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projects. These were the days of the official break in 
relations between the PLO and Jordan, and this was the 
opportunity to renew close contacts between Jerusalem 
and Amman. 


{[Dudin] | would send my representatives to the repre- 
sentatives of the Civil Administration in the territories, 
and they were well received. They enabled my emissaries 
to go into the area and photograph the sites of the 
planned projects with Polaroid cameras. I received excel- 
lent reports on the head of the Administration, Efrayim 
Sneh, from them, and I understood that he was trying to 
help. 


Within the framework of the tightening of the Jordanian 
influence over the West Bank, a new program started on 
Jordanian television, directed at the residents of the 
territories. Dudin became a television star, and in his 
frequent appearances, he promised to improve daily 
conditions “for our people in the occupied territori*s.” 


And then, the fall occurred. Behind the curtains, the 
PLO managed to torpedo the transfer of funds. Zafar 
al-Masri, the mayor of Nabulus, who had been elected 
with the blessings of the Jordanians, was murdered. 
Sums of money that had been put together disappeared 
into personal wallets or were distributed in a manner 
reminiscent of the “Salah Shabati”’ [this refers to the 
name of the hero in a popular Israeli movie] method in 
Israel—a sign is posted, and in the heat of the media 
attention, it is moved elsewhere. 


N.S., who owns one of the plants that still exists in the 
West Bank, said this week: “The Jordanians promised us 
financial aid, and Israel made a commitment not to 
create any obstacles. But the PLO announced that any 
funds directed at the West Bank must go through them. 
The Jordanians were angry about the decision, after they 
had obtained the donations for us from the Americans 
and the Saudis. But the PLO continued to insist, due to 
its desire to tighten its hold on the territories. A compli- 
cated situation ensued, whereby the money, if it exists ct 
all, flows to the pockets of the leadership in Tunisia, and 
we are forbidden to export goods to Jordan, because of 
the declared break in relations. The Israeli market 1s 
closed, due to the intifadah, and the insurance premiums 
have surpassed the thresholds of logic.” 


Dudin was the last minister for the “occupied territo- 
ries.’ In 1988, when the PLO declared its intention to 
establish an independent Palestinian state, it was 
decided to close the ministry. Since then, as stated, 
Dudin has been engaged in agricultural projects, but it is 
evident that he is waiting patiently to be recalled to the 
cabinet table. 


Although he holds the title that ties him to the “occupied 
territories,” Dudin has never visited his “kingdom,” 
either open!y or clandestinely. 


{[Dudin] It was not the time of the Madrid conference, 
and we had the impression that the Government of Israel 
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was still not ripe for such a visit. We also feared that if I 
came, this would be leaked in Israel, as you are cham- 
pions of leaks. 


Now, during his last visit, he could study the matter 
closely. Every morning, he would go out, accompanied 
by ove of the members of his family, to a tour of his 
former areas of responsibility. The intifadah is waning. 
In Jericho and Ramallah, the restaurants are open until 
late at night, and eye-catching signs announce the 
renewed operation of certain cinemas and discotheques. 
For the first time since the intifadah, high school stu- 
dents left this week for trips marking the end of the 
school year to "Ayn Fascha and the Sahna. But Dudin’s 
skilled eye detected a severe phenomenon: 


{Dudin] | am shocked by the lack of order and discipline 
in the territones. There is no law. [It is a] jungle, like in 
the Wild West. [People] drive through red lights, break 
into homes, steal, everyone takes the law in their hands. 
I was told that prior to the intifadah, the occupying 
authorities, forgive the expression, were active in cre- 
ating law and order. 


[Peri] Excuse me, Mr. Dudin, would you like to see our 
troops fulfilling police duties in the West Bank? 


{[Dudin] That is not my decision. 


[Peri] And perhaps the Israelis are holding a dress 
rehearsal toward their departure from the territories? 
Intentionally disappearing from the streets, in order to 
accustom the local residents to independent lives? 


{[Dudin] In my talks with the local residents, | asked 
them whether they are interested in having the Israelis 
remain until the last minute, and in the territories, they 
are already discussing the exit of the Israelis. | encoun- 
tered reactions in both directions. There are those who 
want the Israelis to remain, in order to enforce law and 
order, and there are those who demand that the Israelis 
get out of there as quickly as possible. 


And I am telling you that without law and order in the 
territories, everything will be lost. I recall with horror a 
similar situation that existed in Jordan during a very 
particular period, and whoever understands, under- 
stands, and | pray for the welfare of those who will take 
the place of the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] troops and 
the Civil Administration in the territories. Woe to what 
awaits them.“ 


[Peri] Did you follow our television broadcasts on the 
night of the elections? 


{[Dudin] What kind of question is that? I watched Israel! 
television and I listened to the reports on the Voice of 
Israeli in Arabic. | was updated, like you, in real time. 


[Peri] Was it interesting? 


[Dudin] I need not tell you that there was nobody in the 
Arab world who was happy with the functioning of the 
Likud Government, and there was nobody in Jordan 





38 NEAR EAST 


who was happy with Shamir’s view of the world. | am 
glad that Shamir failed and, at the same time, I hope that 
Rabin will succeed in forming the coalition within the 
next few weeks, so that he will be able to devote himself 
to navigating the political negotiations on the Israeli 
side. 


{Pern} What are your expectations, subsequent to the 
establishment of the new government? 


{Dudin] We will meet in Rome, at the next planned 
round of the talks, and I hope that we will see some new 
faces on your side. 


[Peri] Your acquaintance, Efrayim Sneh, is being men- 
tioned as one of the senior members of the Israeli 
delegation to the negotiations. 


{Dudin} | am happy to hear that. Please, send him my 
regards. 


[Peri] What ts being said about Yitzhaqg Rabin in 
Amman? 


{Dudin] I feel that he is capable of delivering the merchan- 
dise. | very much hope that Rabin will instruct your people 
to be more flexible and to conduct the negotiations on the 
basis of ternitones for peace, to engage in substance with a 
matter of fact approach, and to deal in economic matters 
with the utter seriousness that they require. And, most of 
all, to stop the settlements. 


|Box, p 19] 
Marvan Dudin on Efrayim Sneh 


“| did not know him, but the cooperation between us 
during the period that I was minister for the occupied 
territories was rather good. When my representatives 
would return from meetings with him or with his people, 
I would debrief them about him, and he gave me the 
picture of an officer, but a gentleman. Of course, I saw 
photographs of him in the newspapers, and I learned 
about him from the ‘material.’ 


‘Two years ago, | was invited to participate in a sympo- 
sium at the Carter Institute in the United States. I 
peeked at the list of participants, and I discovered the 
name of Dr. Sneh. To my regret, however, I was not able 
to go. I imagine that if we sat down at one table, we 
would find a common language.” 


[Box, p 19] 


FE frayim Sneh on Marvan Dudin 


“| got to know Minister Dudin from the ‘material,’ and 
I would be very happy to meet him and get to know him 
in person. There was defined cooperation between us: all 
of the delegations that he sent to us during the period of 
my term at the Civil Administration acted with our 
knowledge. We did not disturb them. 


“His emissaries, however, would complain of tough 
conduct towards them at the ministry of Minister Dudin. 
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He would tell them: work it out with the Jews, and we 
would respond: work it out with the Jordanians, and we 
would try to accomodate them. It seems to me that our 
approach was more matter of fact and respectable than 
that of Amman, which could not release itself of the 
patron-like mentality over the West Bank 


“Dudin’s period as minister for the ‘occupied territones’ 
was comfortable from our perspective. He appeared to 
me to be a tough administrator. And, of course, we 
respected their requests for discretion: the meetings 
between our people and their representatives were never 
leaked to the press.” 


LIBYA 


Imam Slams ‘Unfair’ NATO Resolution at 
Reopening of Mosque 


LD2706202992 Tripoli JANA in English 
1710 GMT 27 Jun 92 


[Text] Tmpoli, al Sayf [Jun] 27, JAMAHIRYAH NEWS 
AGENCY—The historical mosque of Mourad Agha in 
Tajurah was reopened yesterday after the completion of 
works restoring it to its old architectural character. 


On this occasion a massive religious ceremony [word 
indistinct] as hundreds of worshipers performed their 
Friday prayers the mosque built in 1556. 


The costs of the restoration of Mourad Agha Khan 
reached over half a million Libyan dinars showing the 
great deal of interest by the great al-Fatih revolution in 
spreading mosques, performing religious duties and 
teaching the great al-Fatih new generation the Holy 
Koran. The imam who read the Friday sermon led a 
stern attack against unfair NATO resolution 748. He 
deplored the prevention of the Libyan Arab pilgrims 
from fulfilling the fifth pillar of Islam—pilgrimage. 


The imam stressed that the pilgrims to the holy shnnes 
did not need permission from New York or Hungary for 
pilgrimage is an act of worship between the individual 
and his God. 


He criticized the sympathy of some Arab governments 
with the unfair NATO resolution especially the countries 
which declared openly that they had taken the measures 
to obtain permission for the Libyan pilgrims to enable 
them to perform this religious duty. 


The imam blamed the air imbargo imposed on the Great 
Jamahiniyah for the high toll of casualties of the blast at 
the fireworks depot as it made impossible for hospitals to 
airlift seriously wounded for emergency treatment 
abroad. 
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New Japanese-Built Libyan Gas Carrier Arrives 
in Tripoli 

LD2806210292 Tripoli JANA in English 

1839 GMT 28 Jun 92 


[Text] Tmpoh, Al Sayf [June] 28, JAMAHIRIYAH 
NEWS AGENCY—Colossal Libyan gas carner Attahadi 
(Challenge) today arrived at the port of Tripoli joining 
the General National Company for Maritime Transport 


The carrier was built for the General National Company 
under the supervision of the Libyan engineers at the 
Japanese shipyard (Canary), one of the biggest interna- 
tional shipyards specializing in oil and gas tankers . 


Sources of the people’s committee of the company said 
that the 3837 ton tanker is 92 metres length and 15,8 
width and 5,4 depth. 


The sources pointed out that with the joining of 
Attahadi, the fleet of the National Company entered an 
important and new activity carrying gas for the first 
time. Also this brings the number of vessels and tankers 
of the company to 28. 


The sources said that the construction of Attahadi lasted 
for two years according to the most sophisticated inter- 
national standards and that the tanker consists of the 
most advanced equipment and technology in the world 
and that the tanker needs | 5-20 crew to run tt. 


The tanker arrived at the port of Tmpoli carrying a full 
load of liquefied gas from a Libyan Arab oil terminal. 


AL-AHRAM Columnist Analyzes Changes in 
Libya 
NCO3006111592 


[Editorial Report] Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic carnes a 
series of five articles from 21 to 25 June by Salah 
Muntasir on the recent developments in Libya. The 
articles all appear in the “Mere Opinion” column on 
page 9. 


In the 21 June article, under the title “What Is Hap- 
pening in Libya?”, Muntasir says that some people see 
Libyan press criticism of al-Qadhdhafi's policies as a 
“comical farce.” He questions the critics’ “unexpected 
courage’ and suggests that what 1s happening ts either a 
Mao-like “cultural revolution” designed to get nd of 
some leaders—a Libyan attempt to appear democratic 
and liberal—or a veiled attempt to attack other Arab 
countnes, notably Egypt. 


In the article appearing in the 22 June edition, entitled 
“To Escape the Predicament’’, Muntasir explains he 1s 
trying to seriously examine the events in Libya that some 
people see as a farce. He says that Libya was shaken by 
the UN Security Council [UNSC] resolution imposing 
sanctions on it and by the threat of further measures 
unless it hands over the two Lockerbie suspects by 15 
August. He notes the various proposals that Libya made 





concerning the handover and the tral. Muntasir dis- 
cusses Libya's giving the United Kingdom information 
about its ties to the IRA and the weapons and money 11 
gave it, saying: “By doing this, Libya intended to show 
that it had given up participating in terrorist operations 
and encouraging the organizations that carried them out 
in the hopes of winning the world’s sympathy and 
reducing international hostility towards it. In order to 
deprive the United States and Britain of strong argu- 
ments to impose new sanctions following the |5 August 
deadline, Libya did not merely proclaim its rapproche- 
ment with the West, it began to threaten to draw away 
from the Arabs!” 


In the third article, published on 23 June under the title 
“A Rage Against the Arabs,” the writer notes that nc 
UNSC member, including Morocco, an Arab Maghreb 
Union member, voted against the resolution imposing 
sanctions on Libya, although some abstained. He con- 
trasts this with the fact that there was always at least one 
no vote against the resolutions “issued against Saddam 
Husayn” following Kuwait's invasion and says: “This 
took al-Qadhdhafi by surprise. He was also surprised by 
the fact that the Arab countries adhered to the imple- 
mentation of the UNSC measures and that no demon. 
Strations were staged in any Arab country in support of 
Libya. This was the reason for the colonel’s bitterness 
which he revealed during a meeting with a visiting Arab 
delegation. The delegation members were astonished to 
hear al-Qadhdhafi advise them to ‘revolt and pillage 
their countnes until the rulers woke up.” 


Muntasir says that after this incident, the committees of 
the Libyan General People’s Congress and the Libyan 
press, which habitually discussed Arab unity, began to 
play a new tune, threatening to break away from the 
Arabs and criticizing the colonel, who had “lighted his 
fingers as candles for the sake of the Arabs but was 
repaid by treachery” 


Muntasir continues: “No one is willing to believe that 
such talk came from the mind of anyone but the colone! 
knowing that no one else in Libya formulates new ideas.” 


The writer remarks that these ideas, regardless of their 
author, erroneously presume that a country can either 
turn to the Arabs or the West but not both at the same 
tume. Remarking that such thinking 1s politically infan- 
tile, he adds: “When we look back at the days of the 
intensive mutual attacks between Egypt and the Arabs in 
the days of ‘Abd-al-Nasir and Anwar al-Sadat. we find 
that Egypt never raised the option of either being with 
the Arabs, with the West, or with the East because when 
an Arab country breaks with the rest of its nation, 
regardless of the disagreements, it means that it has 
deprived itself of its roots.” 


In the fourth article, published on 24 June entitied “Who 
Planted Thorns”, the writer says: “Libya's record is full 
of stands and acts hostile to Arabs.” He says the Libyans 
should not resent such frankness and adds: “This talk 1s 
not intended to add fuel to the already inflamed Libyan 
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emotions against the Arabs, who hurt and shocked them 
by not supporting them against the UNSC resolution. In 
the final reckoning, politics 1s a question of reaping what 
one sows”. 


Muntasir refers to post-revolutionary Libya's attempt to 
inherit ‘Abd-al-Nasir’s leadership of Egypt and the Arab 
world and the Libyan regime's illusion that it could 
occupy Egypt by “conspiracies” and “terrormst opera- 
tions.” 


He mentions President Husni Mubarak’s success in 
healing the numerous Libyan-inflicted Egyptian wounds 
with “extreme patience and a balanced, undefiled 
policy.’ He mentions some of the “wounds” as: Libya's 
stance during the October war, the fact that it laid mines 
in the Suez Canal, and its attempts to assassinate Libyan 
opposition figures living in Egypt. He adds that Libya 
has done similar things against other Arab countries as 
well, although Egypt suffered the most. 


He continues: “On the international level, Libya carned 
Out Operations against and dealt with the enemies of 
almost every country, which made the world adopt a 
unified position against Libya when the United States 
and Britain accused it of blowing up the U.S. airliner.” 


The fifth and final article, published on 25 June, is 
entitled ““A New Chapter.” The article says that Libya 
did not need to announce it had lost faith in the Arabs in 
order to “justify its turning to the West.”’ Noting current 
efforts by all countnes and heads of state to enhance 
contacts with each other, the writer says al-Qadhdhafi's 
visits have been restricted to Cairo, Damascus, and a few 
other Arab countries. 


Remarkin2 that the world’s confidence in Libya is “‘non- 
existent,” he says that if another country had been 
implicated in the airliner’s bombing, it would not have 
been subjected to the UNSC’s “strange resolution” the 
“entire legitimacy of which rests on the UNSC’s 
approval of it.” 


He explains that the Arab countries could not refrain 
from implementing the resolution due to “the weak Arab 
position, which is the outcome of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, the Arab world’s commitment to the legitimacy 
of international resolutions, and the new international 
situation in which the United States is alone in the 
driver's seat.” 


Muntasir concludes: “Libya would do well to begin a 
new chapter with the West, as it says it wants, and a new 
chapter with the Arabs, one without offensive cam- 
paigns, conspiracies, or covert deals with opportunists 
and small-time politicians.” 


Newspaper on Ambiguities Facing Muslims 


LD0507094292 Tripoli JANA in English 
1657 GMT 3 Jul 92 


[Text] Tripoli, Nasir [July] 3, JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS 
AGENCY —As part of the editorials being published 
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this days by AL-ZAHF-AL- AKHDAR newspaper, the 
paper featured an editorial today on Islam and Muslims 
between the crisis of awareness and crisis of practice 


The paper put forward a number of solutions to the 
ambiguities being faced by Islam and Muslims 


AL-ZAHF-AL-AKHDAR pointed out that Muslims did 
not reach yet an agreement on the order of their pnon- 
ties and the path they should take towards their objyec- 
tives and as to whether priority should be given to efforts 
for the unity of Muslims or for safeguarding the cond- 
tions and international relations which may allow the 
development and give place to national construction. So 
if Islam is merely a relation with the person and his God 
there is no problem of any kind so the person who ts 
from Niger is Nigeree first and last and being Muslim 1s 
a personal matter like when he shaves off his beard or 
allow it to grow but if we understand Islam as a compre- 
hensive set up therefore there will be no legitimacy for 
any power to force the Muslim person from Niger to 
leave Mecca or Medina or to prevent the Libyan or Iraq: 
individual for instance from going there. 


If we understand Islam as a complete touristic, economic 
and cultural system, the Islamic world therefore is one 
political entity from Jakarta to Dakar. Accordingly the 
revenues of the Saudi oil, the Indonesian tin, the 
Moroccan phosphates and Senegalese cocoa etc. Are 
legitimate right of the one billion Muslims then the 
peculiar nature of any Islamic society will be confined to 
the self management to its local affairs but the economy, 
defence, security and foreign affairs are high strategies 
which will depend on the Islamic vision and tts service 
which 1s of concern to all Muslims. 


But the crisis of awareness and practice amongst the 
Muslims is that they are being banished and persecuted 
in their holy shrines and expelled form their homes from 
Burma, Bosnia and Palestine. 


It is a dismal picture for the Islamic world today and 
even the countries based on religious legitimacy fell in 
the dilemma of this horrific manner where the Rabi may 
come to preach for the American Jewish soldiers and the 
priest come to preach for the English Protestant soldiers 
while the Libyan Muslims are not allowed to go to the 
Kabaa as a result of a decision by the Jews, Protestants 
and other religious creed. In the religious state the two 
holy shrines turn into service industries under the sov- 
ereignty like schools, hospitals, and disalienation station. 
The crisis of awareness and practice distorted the bor- 
ders between what is permissible and what is not and 
removed the line separating the interests of the West 
from Islamic principles. 


If Muslims accounted Saud: Arabia as a political entity 
and not a religious state it would protest and use Mecca 
and Medina to justify religious role for itself and Muslim 
world and if they accounted it as a religious state it 
would use its membership of the United Nations as 
justification to implement decisions against Libyan 
Muslims and those whose turn will come thereafter and 
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if Muslims wish to establish a united Islamic state the 
only opposition will come from the West but if the West 
wanted Muslims to fight amongst themselves for the 
subjugation of the Central Asian Islamic republics which 
emerged after the collapse of the Soviet Union that will 
be acceptable to the Wes.. And if the West put forward a 
project for the internationalization of Jerusalem in such 
a way that the Ai Aqsa Mosque will be pul under 
international Chnstian, Jewish and Islamic supervision 
some Muslims do not object to that but if some Muslims 
Suggested a proyect for the two holy shrines to be put 
under Islamic supervision, the Westerners and their 
allies would strongly oppose that. Thus it 1s ume for 
Muslims to put a stop to this mess and loss, the ume has 
come for the Muslims to agree amongst themselves and 
be to know the nature of Islam so as to become true 
Muslims for the only meaning of whai 1s taking place 
today 1s that there 1s no Islam in this world but there are 
Muslims only. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Ministries To Receive 1992 Budget Law 


924E04S50B Al-Sharigah AL-KHALIJ in Arabi 
30 Apr 92 p 1, 19 


{Article by Husayn al-Samadi: “Ministries Receive 1992 
Budget Law. 80 Million Dirhams to Marnage Fund. 
984.5 Million Dirhams for Completion Projects” | 


[Text] United Arab Emirates [UAE] ministries have 
received the UAE law recently promulgated by His 
Highness Shaykh Zayid Bin-Sultan Al Nuhayyan, head 
of state, concerning the 1992 budget, containing expen- 


ditures of 17.377 billion UAE dirhams and revenues of 


15.915 bilhon, leaving an estimated deficit of 1.462 
billion dirhams 


This budget, which for the first time contains appropri- 
ations of 80 million dirhams for the Citizens’ Marnage 
Fund and $33 million dirhams for social assistance to 
citizens, estimates ministerial revenues of about 2.317 
billion dirhams, constituting 14.6 percent of total rev- 
enue and 13.33 percent of the budget 


Section | of the budget contains 5.578 billion dirhams, 
covering wages, salaries, raises, allowances and rent, 
while Section 2, public expenditures, covers social assis- 
tance, auto rental, telephones, student transport, fuel for 
[power generating] stations, office supplies, and medical 
drugs and pharmaceuticals 


Section 3 received appropnations of 298.5 million 
dirhams for capital [expenditures] on office furniture, 
automobiles, trucks, computer equipment, medical and 
health equipment. In Section 4, 1.078 millon dirhams 
has been allocated to projects, of which 984.5 million 
dirhams is for the completion of projects initiated in 
earlier years. Of this, 413.7 million dirhams go to the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water, 224.4 million to the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing, 50 million to 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs projects, 84.7 million to 
projects at the Ministry of Education, 23 million to 
Ministry of Information and Culture projects, !9 million 
to projects at the Ministry of Agnculture and Fisheries, 
14.5 millon to Ministry of Communications projects, 
26.7 million to Ministry of Intenor projects, 3.5 million 
to projects at the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. 
12.9 million to Ministry of Health projects, 3 million to 
projects at the Ministry of Islamic Affairs and Awgat, 4 2 
million to Ministry of Youth and Sports projects, and § 
million dirhams for projects at the UAE National 
Assembly 


Section 4 also contains the sum of 93.5 million dirhams 
for new projects, including 42 million for new projects at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 30 million for Ministry 
of Electricity and Water projects, 5.4 millon to projects 
at the Ministry of Intenor, 2.6 million for Ministry of 
Youth and Sports projects, 5.9 million for Ministry of 
Education projects, 4 million for Ministry of Communi- 
cations projects, and | million dirhams each to the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing and the Ministry 
of Islamic Affairs and Awgqaf 


Total appropriations contained in Section & stand at 
1.552 billion dirhams, representing assistance and inde- 
pendent budgets, which cover the UAE National 
Assembly, Emirates University, high technology col- 
leges, the Management Development Institute, the 
Public Information Authority, citizens pensions and 
retirement bonuses, and allocations to the Citizens’ 
Marriage Fund. Nine million dirhams was set aside for 
financial investments, whereby the state buys shares and 
participation in companies and institutions in which it 1s 
a participant. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Text of General Election Law Approved 


Y24E 04874 Sanaa AL-THAWRAH tn Arabi 
10 4 2 92 pp 6-7 


{Article: “Text of General Elections Law After Its 
Approval’’] 


[Text] Lieutenant General ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salth. 
chairman of the Leadership Council, has approved Law 
41 of 1992 on general elections. Its text follows 


In the name of the people: 

The chairman of the Leadership Counci! 

Having examined the agreement proclaiming the 
Republic of Yemen and the constitution of the Republic 


of Yemen, and with the approval of Parliament and the 
Leadership Council, we hereby issue the following law 
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Chapter |: Name, Definitions, Right To Vote 


Section 1: Name and Definitions 


Paragraph |: This law shall be called the General Elec- 
tions Law 


Paragraph 2: For the purposes of this law, the following 
words and phrases shall convey the meanings stated in 
conjunction with each of them, as long as the context 
demands no other meaning: 


a) Republic: the Republic of Yemen 


b) Citizen: every Yemeni man and Yemen: woman who 
enjoys the right to vote pursuant to the provisions of this 
law. 


c) Voting Residence: the place where a person normally 
resides, or in which his principal place of business 1s 
located, or his family seat. even if he is not resident 
there. 


d) Supreme Committee: the Supreme Committee on 
Elections, to be formed and its members appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of this law in order to prepare, 
supervise, and organize general elections. 


e) Rolls Preparation Committee or Committees: the base 
committee and the branch committees formed to pre- 
pare rolls of voter names and identification or to review 
and edit copies of such rolls, such preparation to be 
made pursuant to the provisions of the law. 


f) Election Committee or Committees: the main com- 
mittee and the branch committees formed to administer 
the election, beginning with receiving nomination appli- 
cations and supervising voting operations and ending 
with ballot counting. their duties to be exercised pur- 
suant to the provisions of this law 


g) Supervisory Commitiee or Committees: the com- 
mittee or committees which the Supreme Committee 
shall form at the governorate level to supervise the other 
election committees. 


h) District or Districts: every place thai constitutes one 
of the voting districts into which the republic shall be 
divided pursuant to the provisions of the constitution 
and of this law wherein citizens exercise their mght to 
vote throughout the terntory of Yemen 


1) General Elections: the direct manner in which the people 
exercise their mght to elect their representatives in Parlia- 
ment (the legislative body) and the Local Councils. 


Section 2: Right To Vote 


Paragraph 3: The mght to vote shall be held by every 
citizen who has reached the age of 18 full solar years, 
except for naturalized citizens for whom the penod of 
time specified in the Citizenship Law has not fully 
elapsed following the acquisition of citizenship 
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Paragraph 4: Each voter shall exercise his voting mghts 
himself in the voting district where he has residence. If 
he has several residences, he must designate the resi- 
dence in which he wishes to use his voting rights; in no 
case May a citizen register in more than one voting 
precinct, nor may he exercise his mght to vote except in 
the precinct where he has registered 


Paragraph 5: The Supreme Committee shall take mea- 
sures LO encourage women to exercise their nght to vote. 
it shall form women’s committees to register and enter 
the names of women voters on the voting rolls and to 
check their identity at the time of balloting. This shall 
take place in the framework of the voting precincts 
appointed within each election district 


Paragraph 6: Each voter shall have one vote. No voter 
may cast his vote more than once in a single election 


Chapter II: Voter Rolls 


Paragraph 7: Each election district shall have a perma- 
nent voter roll prepared by a base committee and branch 
committees. Each of these committees shal! be formed 
and the scope of its functions and its headquarters shall 
be determined by decision of the Supreme Committee on 
Elections, and they shall exercise their functions pur- 
suant to the provisions of this law and the resolutions 
and directives implementing the same 


The branch committees shall deliver the rolls they write 
to the base committee for incorporation into the perma- 
nent voting roll of the district after being signed by the 
chairman and members of the committee 


Paragraph 8: The voting roll in each district shall include 
the name of each citizen in the election district who on | 
January of each year shall have fulfilled the constitu- 
tional requirements to enjoy voting rights. it shal! also 
include his surname. occupation, date of birth. and 
voting residence. No voter may be registered in more 
than one election district 


Paragraph 9: The Rolls Preparation Committees shal! 
check the age of any citizen who applies to register his 
name on the voting roll and confirm by appropriate 
means that he has reached the legal! age 


Paragraph 10: The voting roll of each district shal! be 
written in five copies which shal! be signed by the 
chairmen and the two members of the base committee 
The first copy shall be kept at the committee's headquar 
ters in the election district. this headquarters to be 
determined by the Supreme Committee. The second 
copy shall be kept at the Supreme Committee on Flec- 
tions, the third copy at the headquarters of the secre- 
tariat of Parliament: the fourth at the Supreme ( ourt 
and the fifth at the headquarters of the Supervisory 
Committee in the governorate 


Paragraph | 1a: Voter rolls normally shall be reviewed 
written, or amended during the month of January of 
each year, provided that review of the rolls and addition 
of the names of citizens who have come to possess the 
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legally stipulated qualifications for exercising voting 
rights shall be completed two months before the date of 
issuance of the decree summoning voters to the election 

In no case may any alteration to the roll be made after 
the decree summoning voters to the election 1s issued 


Paragraph | |b: The yearly revision must include 


|. Adding the names of those who have come to possess 
the legally stipulated qualifications for exercising voting 


rights 


+ 


2. Adding the names of those who wrongly were omitted 
from previous rolls. 


3. Deleting the names of the deceased. 


4. Deleting the names of those who have lost the required 
qualifications since the last review or those whose names 
were wrongly entered, with the reason for deletion to be 
given 


5. Deleting those who have moved their residence from 
the election district and adding those who have moved 
their residence to it 


Paragraph |2: Official copies of each election district's 
voter rolls authonzed by the chairman of the base 
committee shall be posted in squares and public places 
within the district, in district offices, and in such places 
as the Supreme Committee on Elections shall determine. 
This shall be done during the penod from | to 15 
February 


Paragraph |3. Every citizen residing in the election 
district may ask the committee to include his name on 
the voter roll of the district if his name wrongly has been 
omitted. or he may request the deletion of the name of 
anyone who wrongly has been included. Also, every 
voter included on the voter roll may request the inclu- 
sion of the name of anyone who wrongly has been 
omitted or the deletion of the name of anyone who 
wrongly has been included. Requests shall be submitted 
to the headquarters of the Preparation Committee 
during the penod from | to 20 February and shall be 
entered in a special register by date of their arnval 
Receipts shall be given to those who submit such 
requests. Every voter may examine this register 


Paragraph |4° The Preparation Committee shall rule on 
the mnclusion or deletion applications specified in the 
preceding paragraph at a date no later than 15 March 
The committee may hear the statement of the petitioner 
and the person on whose behalf the request 1s submitted 
and may conduct such questioning and investigations as 
it deems necessary 


Paragraph |S The decisions of the Rolls Preparation 
(ommiuttee shall be displayed in the places indicated in 
Paragraph |2 of this law from 16 to 20 March 


Paragraph |6a Every citizen in the election district may 
contest decisions of the Rolls Preparation and Review 
(‘ommiuttee before the relevant Court of First Instance by 
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the deadline of 5 Apnmi. The court may conduct any 
Questionings and investigations it deems needed to 
accept or reject the contestation and decide what each 
separate case requires, be it deletion, addition, or main- 
tenance of the status quo 


Paragraph | 6b: Every citizen and the Public Prosecutor's 
representative in the district shall have the mght to 
appeal the decisions of the Court of First Instance. This 
shall be done by a petition presented to a judge assigned 
by the head of the Appeals Court in the governorate. If 
needed, a number of judges may be assigned, with the 
work distributed among them by election distncts. Final 
resolution of these appeals shal! take place no later than 
the end of May 


Paragraph | 7: Voter rolls shall be amended according to 
the final decisions issued in application of the preceding 
paragraphs relevant to the subject 


Paragraph !8a: Every citizen whose name has been 
registered on the voter roll shall be given a temporary 
certificate so indicating. After his registration on the roll 
becomes final, this certificate shall be replaced with a 
permanent voter card that must include the voter's 
picture, his four-part name. his date of birth, his voting 
residence, the number and date of his registration on the 
roll, his election district. and the voting precinct in 
which he ts entitled to exercise his voting mghts, in 
addition to the signature and sea! of the base committee 
im the aforesaid voting district 


Paragraph | 8b Voter cards are personal. at no stage of 
the election process may they be used by anyone but the 
owner. Cards shall be deemed valid for the exercise of 
voting nghts during the period that the Supreme Com- 
mittee indicates on the card itself, so long as this penod 
1S not altered or changed for legal reasons 


Paragraph |9 The final voter rolls shall be deemed 
conclusive evidence at the time of voting. no one may 
Participate in voting if his name 1s not registered on 
them 


Chapter IIL: Supreme Committee on Elections, its 
Duties 


Paragraph 20 The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall be composed of no fewer than five and no more 
than seven members appointed by decision of the Lead- 
ership Council from a list of fifteen names to be nom.- 
nated by Parliament from persons who fulfill the cond:- 
trons specified in this law. The Leadership Counci! may 
add to the membership of the committee during the 
election vear a number of members appointed from the 
aforementioned candidates list in order to assist the 
committee during the election process 


Paragraph 21: The period of membership on the 
Supreme Committee on Elections shall be four years 
Procedures to form the committee shall begin at least 
three months before the end of the penod. Anyone 
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previously appointed to this committee may be reap- 
pointed for a second term only 


Paragraph 22: Anyone appointed to the Supreme Com- 
mittee on Elections must fulfill the following conditions: 


a) He must have attained the age of 35 years. 
b) He must be of Yemeni parents. 

c) He must possess competence and experience. 
d) He must be of upright morals and behavior. 


e) He must not have been convicted of any election 
crime or any crime that is an offense against honor and 
trust. 


f) If the member appointed to the committee belongs to 
any political party or organization, he must announce his 
resignation from that party or organization for the 
period of his membership on the committee. 


g) He may not run in any general elections for the period 
of his membership on the committee. 


Paragraph 23a: Members of the Supreme Committee 
shall have a rank no less than that of minister, any 
member appointed to the committee shall be granted 
this rank if he has not obtained 1 before his appointment 
to the committee. 


Paragraph 23b: Members of the committee may be dis- 
missed only by decree of the Leadership Council on the 
basis of a definitive judicial ruling. If a member dies, 
resigns, or 1s dismissed, his successor shall be chosen and 
appointed for the remainder of the term of membership on 
the committee from the list of nominees approved by 
Parliament at the time of the formation of the committee. 


Paragraph 23c: The members shall elect from among 
themselves a committee chairman and deputy chairman 
for the term fixed for membership on the committee. 


Paragraph 24: Before the members of the Supreme 
Committee on Elections assume the exercise of their 
duties, they shall swear the following oath before the 
chairman of the Leadership Council: 


“I swear by God Almighty that I will sincerely preserve 
the republican system and respect the constitution and 
law, that I will fully regard the interests and freedoms of 
the people, that | will preserve the unity, independence, 
and territorial integrity of the country, and that | will 
perform my duty on the Supreme Committee on Elec- 
tions with trust, honor, and sincerity without fear or 
favoritism, and may God be witness to what I say.” 


Paragraph 25: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall administer, supervise, and monitor the holding of 
general elections, besides its powers defined in this law. 
In particular, it shall exercise the following powers: 


a) Forming and appointing chairmen and members of 
the Supervisory Committees, the base and branch Voter 
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Rolls Preparation Committees, and the main and branch 
Election Administration Committees, distributing these 
committees among the election districts at the time set 
for each of them, and defining the scope of each com- 
mittee’s power within each election district, with each 
committee to be composed of a chairman and two 
members. 


b) Preparing forms, rolls, records, documents, and ballot 
boxes for the election process, as well as ballots, sealing 
them with the seal of the Supreme Committee, regulating 
all this; and distributing each of these things to the 
committees at the proper time 


c) Establishing rules and issuing the directives necessary 
to guarantee security arrangements to assure the integ- 
rity and freedom of the elections. 


d) Preparing the election guide and distributing it to the 
election committees. 


e) Calling elections in any district wherein Parliament 
shall declare the seat of the district member vacant in 
accordance with Paragraph 61 of the constitution. 


Paragraph 26: Base, main, branch, supervisory, and 
security committees, police officials, governors, district 
administrators, and anyone whose help is sought in 
performing any election-related duties shall be subject to 
the supervision and election-related directives of the 
Supreme Committee on Elections. 


Paragraph 27: The following qualifications shall be 
required of anyone whom the Supreme Committee on 
Elections appoints to the Rolls Preparation Committees, 
the base, main, and branch Election Administration 
Committees, and the Supervisory Committees: 


a) That he be Yemeni. 


b) That a member not be under 2! years of age, and a 
chairman not be under 25 years of age. 


c) That he be able to read and write well 


d) That he be of upmght morals and behavior and not 
have been convicted finally of any election crime or 
crime that is offensive to honor, as long as his good 
standing has not been restored. In no case may a person 
be appointed to base or branch Election Administration 
Committees in an election district in which he ts related 
to a candidate by a degree of kinship up to the fourth 


degree. 


Paragraph 28: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
may form governorate-level Supervisory Committees 
with headquarters at the governorate seat to supervise 
actions of the Rolls Preparation Committees or the 
Election Administration Committees in accordance with 
the requirements of the public interest as it assesses 
them 
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Paragraph 29: The Supreme Committee shall increase 
the number of registration and voting centers in election 
districts of extensive area to enable the largest possible 
number of citizens to participate in elections. 


Paragraph 30: The Supreme Committee shall monitor 
the actions of elections committees. It shall send whom- 
ever it thinks best to ascertain the sound application of 
measures relating to the registration and balloting pro- 
cess and to ascertain the suitability and legal correctness 
of each committee headquarters. The Supreme Com- 
mittee shall also form whatever committees it deems 
necessary tO assist it in performing the duties and pre- 
rogatives entrusted to it. 


Paragraph 31: The Supreme Committee shall provide 
the substance that must be placed on a voter's thumb 
when he casts his vote. This substance must be indelible 
for at least 24 hours to prevent repeated voting on 
election day. 


Paragraph 32: The state shall bear the costs of elections. 
The Supreme Committee shall have a special budget. 
The government shall place at the disposal of the 
Supreme Committee all resources, machines, and means 
to enable the committee to perform its work as fully as 


possible. 


Paragraph 33: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall enjoy the status of a legal person and shall exercise 
with full independence all the duties, prerogatives, and 
powers specified in this law. In no case may any person 
or agency interfere in the affairs or prerogatives of the 
committee or limit its powers. 


Chapter IV: Election Publicity—Organization, 
Regulations 


Paragraph 34: The Supreme Committee on Elections, 
taking into account the provisions of this law, shall set 
the rules governing election publicity permitted for can- 
didates. 


Paragraph 35: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall be responsible for informing citizens of the impor- 
tance of elections and calling on them to participate. It 
shall organize the publication of candidate lists in each 
election district after nominations have been closed and 
shall do so without giving any candidate any publicity 
advantage. Government information media shall be pro- 
hibited from broadcasting or publishing any election- 
related subject except with the agreement and supervi- 
sion of the Supreme Committee. Government 
information media must place facilities at the disposal of 
the Supreme Committee on Elections. All candidates 
shall be forbidden to engage in defamation or slander of 
others in election publicity 


Paragraph 36: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall regulate the use of official television, radio, and 
press by all candidates equally to present their election 
platforms so as to guarantee equal opportunities to use 
these media 
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Paragraph 37: It shall be prohibited to expend public 
funds, funds from the budget of public ministries, orga- 
nizations, Companies, or agencies, or foreign support on 
election publicity. It shall also be forbidden to use public 
organizations and utilities for election publicity 


Paragraph 38: Beginning 14 days before election day, 
specific places within the election district shall be 
appointed for the placement of election announcements. 


In each of these places equal space shal! be allotted to 
each candidate. The number of such places shall not 
exceed the limit set by the Supreme Committee 


Paragraph 39: The Election Administration ( ommittee 
shall be responsible for allocating the places mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph according to the order in 
which nominations are filed. Under penalty of law. the 
local government and its aides shall cooperate fully to 
implement what the Election Administration Committee 
directs or requests in regard to appointing or allotting the 
required places in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding paragraph. In case of noncompliance or neg- 
ligence in implementation, the chairman of the com- 
mittee shall be responsible for immediate implementa- 
tion himself or through a person deputed by him 


Paragraph 40: Until the end of the day before election 
day, no candidate may post in the places indicated in the 
preceding Paragraph 38: 


a) More than two election announcements 


b) More than two announcements for the holding of 
election meetings. The two announcements shal! contain 
only the date and time of the meeting. the names of the 
speakers registered to speak. and the names of the 
candidates. 


Paragraph 41: No candidate may use or allow his 
announcements board to be used for a purpose other 
than promoting and defending his candidacy and plat- 
form. No candidate may relinquish to anyone else the 
place allotted for his announcements 


Paragraph 42: No candidate may himself or through 
others engage in distributing platforms. circulars, cards. 
or other documents on election day 


It shall not be permitted in genera! for any state or local 
government worker to distribute on election day any 
cards, circulars, or programs of candidates. It shal! not be 
permitted to post any announcements or distribute plat- 
forms, circulars, or cards in the name of a candidate not 
registered on the candidates list 


Paragraph 43: Taking into account the provisions of the 
next paragraph, it shall not be permitted to use either 
mosques or colleges. schools, institutes. government 
offices, military camps. public utilities. clubs, and ath- 
letic grounds for election publicity in any way 


Paragraph 44: During the preparation for elections. 


candidates shall be required to hold clection meetings in 
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their election distncts to present their platforms to the 
voters. The Supreme Committee on Elections shall set 
the rules governing the holding of these election meet- 
ings, taking into account that mosques may not be used 
for the purpose of holding election meetings. In case of 
necessity, the Supreme Committee may allow all candi- 
dates equally to use certain school buildings that 
designates for the purpose of holding election meetings. 
Anyone who violates the election publicity organization 
and rules provisions of this chapter shall be deemed to 
have committed an election crime and shall! be punished 
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter VII of this 
law. 


Paragraph 45: Loudspeakers may be used for election 
publicity only in the case of legally organized election 
meetings. Various products may not be used for the 
purposes of election publicity. In general, only such 
means of election publicity may be used for any candi- 
date as are allowed under this law and in accordance 
with the instructions of the Supreme Committee 


Paragraph 46: No assault of any kind may be made on 
permitied election publicity by effacing. tearing, or any 
other means. Any such behavior shall be deemed an 
election cnme. 


Paragraph 47: It shall be forbidden for any political 
party, group, or organization to engage in any sort of 
pressure, intimidation, accusation of religious infidelity, 
accusation of treason, implied enticement, or promise of 
material or immaterial gain 


Chapter V: Election Procedures 


Paragraph 48: Parliament shall be composed of members 
elected by secret, universal, direct, and equal suffrage 
The republic shall be divided into 301 election districts 
equal as to population. with a 5 percent excess or 
deficiency allowed. One member of Parliament shail be 
elected from each district. 


Paragraph 49a: General elections for Parliament shall be 
held according to the dates set in the constitution. At 
least one month before the day set for the election the 
chairman of the Leadership Counci! shall issue a decree 
summoning the voters to vote 


Paragraph 49b: The procedures for general elections 
shall be carried out at the times set for them 1n this law, 
with general balloting to take place in November of the 
election year 


Paragraph 50: Voting shall take place by secret. uni- 
versal, free, direct, and equal suffrage 


Paragraph 51: Every citizen whose name 1s registered on 
the voting roll of the district where his voting residence 
is Shall have the mght to run as a candidate in that 
district. provided he fulfills the following conditions 


a) That he be Yemem 


b) That he be no less than 25 years of age 
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c) That he not be illiterate 


d) That he be of upmght morals and behavior and 
observant of religious observances, that he not have been 
convicted of a crime that 1s offensive to honor, as long as 
his good standing has not been restored, and that he not 
be involved in smuggling or forbidden activities 


Paragraph 52: Candidacy applications shall be sub- 
mitted to the committee in writing on the appointed 
form during the official business hours of the committee 
during the ten days following publication of the decree 
calling the elections. A candidacy application must con- 
tain the following information 


a) The four-part name of the candidate 

b) Place and date of birth 

c) Educational level. 

d) Political affiliation, if 1 exists 

e) Occupation or position, the latter if one 1s an official! 


f) The election district and precinct in which the cand!- 
date 1s registered on the voter roll and his address 


Candidacy applications shall be entered in a special 
register, and receipts for them shall be given after the 
correctness of the information and the presence of all the 
required qualifications are confirmed. Every voter may 
examine the register of nominations. A list of candidates 
for each district shall be drawn up and displayed in the 
places specified in Paragraph | 2 of this law beginning on 
the day following the close of nominations 


Paragraph 53: For a nomination in the name of any 
political party or organization to be accepted, 11 must be 
authorized by the political party or organization 
affected. 


Paragraph 54: No one may run in more than one election 
distnct. If anyone turns out to be a candidate in more 
than one district, his candidacy in all districts shal! be 
considered nullified 


Paragraph 55a: Any official or Local Counci! member 
who runs in the elections shall be deemed to have 
resigned his position as soon as nominations close. to 
return to his position or Local Council] membership if he 
loses in the elections. If an official wins in the elections 
he shall return to his position after his term in Parlia- 
ment ends. One may not combine membership in Par- 
lament with membership in the Local Councils or their 
equivalent 


Paragraph 5Sb: Working ministers. their deputies. and 
undersecretanes of ministnes. governors and their dep- 
uties. judges, district administrators. directors of min- 
istry and governorate offices. departments. and agencies 
police directors, military officers, and executive officials 
of Local Councils may not run in parliamentary elections 
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im the area in which they work unless at least three 
months have elapsed since their leaving work in the 
election district. 


Paragraph 56: Every candidate may withdraw from 
running, provided that he submit a withdrawal applica- 
tion in writing to the committee to which he submitted 
his nomination and that he do so at least seven days 
before the date of elections. The withdrawal shall be 
recorded before his name in the candidates list and shall 
be announced in the distinct by a method to be appointed 
by the Supreme Committee on Elections. It shall also be 
announced on election day by being posted on the door 
of the Election Committees in the district. 


If a candidate dies after the close of nominations and 
before the date of balloting or if a candidate withdraws, 
leaving one other candidate alone in the election district 
because of the withdrawal or death of his mval, the 
Supreme Committee on Elections shall announce the 
reopening of nominations in the district. 


Paragraph 57: If no more than one candidate runs in a 
district, the Supreme Committee on Elections shall be 
informed immediately and shall announce the reopening 
of nominations in the district after confirming the integ- 
rity of the procedures. If no other candidate or candi- 
dates come forward, the election shall be held in accor- 
dance with the procedures specified in this law. 


Paragraph 58a: The administration of voting in each 
district shall be entrusted to a committee or committees 
(one of them the main committee, the others branch 
committees). At the trme of the election the candidates 
or their representatives shall be present. Each candidate 
must submit the name of his representative to the 
committee in writing at least 48 hours before the time of 
the election. If a candidate does not submit the name of 
his representative to the committee, or submits it and the 
latter ts not present as voting begins, the committee 
chairman shall chose a voter who 1s present to be a 
representative therein 


Paragraph S58b: If the committee chairman ts absent, the 
semior or eldest member of the committee. or the person 
appointed by the committee chairman or by the Super- 
visory Committee, other than candidates or their repre- 
sentatives, shall take his place 


Paragraph 59: The committee shall chose from among tts 
members a secretary who shall draft official election 
reports. which shall be signed by the chairman and the 
two members of the committee and by the candidates or 
their representatives. The committee's reports shall be 
sealed with the numbered seal assigned to the committee 
by the Supreme Committee 


Paragraph 60: The keeping of order in the Election 
Committee and headquarters security shall be entrusted 
to the committee chairman. who may call upon the 
police when necessary. Members of the army and secu- 
rity forces may enter the election hall only at the request 
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of the committee chairman. The committee may eject 
any person who violates the order established for the 
voting process. 


Paragraph 61: Candidates shall always have the mght to 
enter the voting hall. They may chose one of those 
registered on the roll to represent them. This shall be 
done in writing. 


No one may attend the committee other than those 
registered on the roll and candidates or their representa- 
tives. None of them may carry visible or concealed 
firearms. In general, none of them may carry arms within 
the hall or in the courtyard or perimeter of the elections 
office. 


Paragraph 62: The election process shall be held on a 
single day throughout the republic. 


Paragraph 63: When each voter casts his vote. he shall 
submit his voting card to the chairman of the Election 
Administration Committee. If this card has been lost. 
the committee shall accept him after ascertaining the 
presence of his name on the voter roll and ascertaining 
his identity by accepted means of identification to be set 
by the Supreme Committee on Elections. Indication of 
this shall be made before his name and shall be recorded 
in the committee's official report. 


Paragraph 64: The chairman of the committee shall hand 
each voter a ballot on which the voter shall indicate his 
preference secretly behind the curtain provided for this 
purpose in the voting hall. The voter then shall place the 
ballot in the election box in the presence of the com- 
mittee chairman and members, none of whom shall have 
the mght to examine the contents of the ballot. 


If the voter does not know how to read and write and 
there are no established signs or symbols for the candi- 
dates, the voter shall have the mght to seek help from 
someone he trusts, beside the chairman or a member of 
the committee, to record his preference on the ballot 
secretly. He then shall place the ballot himself in the 
election box. After each voter casts his ballot. the com- 
mittee must make an indication of this before his name 
on the voter roll and return the voter card to its owner 
after making an indication of this on tt. 


Paragraph 65: Voting shall begin at 8 AM on election 
day. after the ballot box or boxes are opened and closed 
in front of the present voters (and the candidates or their 
representatives) to confirm that they are completely 
empty. An official report of this shall be written and 
signed by the chairman and the two members of the 
committee and by the candidates or their representa- 
tives. Voting shall continue until 6 PM of the same day 
If all voters have arrived before that time. the chairman 
of the committee shall announce the close of voting after 
the last voter has cast his ballot. In the event that voters 
are still at the polling place, voting shall continue after 6 
PM until 8 PM. The chairman of the committee then 
shail announce the close of voting. 
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Paragraph 66: Each main or branch Election Adminis- 
tration Committee in each district at the close of the 
voting it administers at its center of operation in accor- 
dance with the aforementioned procedures shall seal the 
openings of the ballot box or boxes and the openings of 
their locks with red wax in the presence of the candidates 
or their representatives and with the signature of all. An 
official report shall be written containing the time at 
which voting was concluded, the number of those who 
cast ballots and of those who were absent, the names of 
those who claimed to have lost their voter cards, the 
orginal number of ballots delivered to the committee 
from the Supreme Committee on Elections, the number 
of ballots used, and the number remaining. The report 
shall be signed by the chairman and the two members of 
the committee and by the candidates or their represen- 
tatives at the same time that the documents and the 
ballot box or boxes are taken to the office of the main 
committee in the district so that all the boxes in the 
district can be counted in the presence of all the 
chairmen or members of the main committee and the 
branch committees, with the chairman of the main 
committee presiding. 


Paragraph 67: The ballot boxes for each district may be 
opened and counted only in the presence of all the 
chairmen and members of the committees of the district, 
with the chairman of the main committee presiding, and 
with the candidates or their representatives present. This 
shall take place after the integrity of the seal on the 
opening of each box and the seal on the opening of its 
lock 1s confirmed and an official report of this is written, 
including the names and titles of those present and the 
time and place of opening and counting, with all to sign 
this report. Counting shall take place as follows: 


a) Each box shall be counted separately, the number of 
voters in it shall be indicated, and their votes shall be 
transferred onto a list in which are entered the names of 
the candidates, the number of valid votes each has 
received, and the number of invalid votes. A mark shall 
be made by the chairman of the aforesaid committee on 
the ballot of each voter when it is transferred to the 
aforementioned list, indicating that this has taken place. 


b) The valid votes that each candidate has received at 
each committee, if there 1s more than one ballot box, 
shall be transferred onto a total list, along with the 
number of invalid votes. 


c) Confirmation shall be made that the number of votes 
valid or invalid counted at each committee, based on the 
official reports mentioned in Paragraph 66 of this law, 
tallies with the number of ballots issued and those 
remaining. The result shall be written down. 


d) The lists completed at each committee shall be trans- 
ferred to a total list of all the votes that each candidate 
has obtained at the district level, along with the number 
of invalid votes that have been determined by the 
counting committee to be invalid in accordance with the 
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rules provided in the next paragraph. The lists men- 
tioned in this paragraph shall be signed by all the 
committees of the district and by the candidates or their 
representatives. 


Paragraph 68a: The committee designated in the pre- 
ceding paragraph (the Counting Committee) shall decide 
all questions related to the validity or invalidity of each 
voter's vote, with no impairment of the appeal provi- 
sions contained in Chapter VI of this law. 


Paragraph 68b: The following votes shall be deemed 
invalid: 


1. Votes depending on a condition. 


2. Votes cast for more than the number required to be 
elected. 


3. Votes entered on a paper other than the one handed to 
the voter by the chairman of the committee. 


Paragraph 69: The candidate who obtains a relative 
majority (the largest number of votes) of the valid votes 
cast in the election shall be deemed the winner. If two or 
more candidates receive equal valid votes, the Counting 
Committee shall cast lots between them, and the one 
determined by lot shall be deemed the winner. 


Paragraph 70: The Counting Committee shall end the 
vote counting procedure as follows: 


a} The chairman of the committee shall announce the 
name of the winning candidate in the election district. 


b) A final report shall be prepared in an original and a 
copy of the results obtained in the vote count. It shall be 
signed by the chairman and members of the committee 
and shall be sealed with the seal of the district. The 
original of the report shall be sent to the Supreme 
Committee on Elections in a special envelope sealed 
with red wax and with the seal of the district. The 
aforementioned report must contain the names of the 
candidates in the district, the number of valid votes each 
candidate obtained at the district level, the number of 
invalid votes, the name of the winning candidate, and 
the number of votes he obtained, in addition to other 
notes and information concerning the tallying proce- 
dures and results. 


c) The ballots for each candidate shall gathered after 
having been arranged in the form of bundles, along with 
the lists and official reports of the vote tallying process, 
the reports written by the district committees on election 
day, and the remaining documents relating to the elec- 
tions. They shall be placed in one or more boxes. The 
openings and locks of the same shall be closed and sealed 
with red wax and shall be signed by the chairman and 
members of the committee, and they shall be delivered 
to the Supreme Committee on Elections for keeping until 
the period of challenges has ended or Parliament rules on 
the same 
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d) When the Supreme Committee receives the reports 
and documents mentioned in the two preceding sections, 
it shall issue an official receipt indicating the name of the 
person who accepted delivery and the time and place of 
the delivery. 


Paragraph 71a: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall record the results of the elections and announce 
them within 27 hours from the results of the election 
committee. Exception shall be made for the results of 
districts for which challenges have been presented to the 
Supreme Court. 


Paragraph 71b: The Supreme Committee shall deliver to 
each candidate who has won membership a certificate of 
election. This shall not prevent his election from being 
challenged before Parliament, if the challenge 1s found to 
have fulfilled the requirements. It 1s forbidden for the 
main, branch, and supervisory committees or any other 
agency to grant a certificate concerning the results of the 
elections. 


Chapter VI: Challenges 


Section 1: Preceding Delivery of a 

“Cartifieene of Victory 
Paragraph 72: Every voter who has participated in the 
elections shall have the mght to object to the validity of 
the voting process (the results of the elections) by means 
of an ordinary petition of challenge giving the reasons 
The petition shall be deposited with the Supreme Court 
during the 48 hours following the announcement of the 
results. 


Paragraph 73: The Supreme Court immediately shall 
inform the Elections Committee that a challenge petition 
has been filed. It shall do this by means of a copy of the 
petition in order to halt temporarily the granting of an 
election certificate until the Supreme Court rules on the 
challenge petition. 


Paragraph 74: The Supreme Court shall disclose to the 
winning candidate whose election has been challenged a 
copy of the challenge petition, that he may submit in 
writing whatever comments or defense arguments he has 
within four days of the date on which he ts informed of 
the challenge 


The court shal! rule within three days of the date on 
which this penod ends. If 1t becomes clear to the court 
that the challenge rests on a valid basis, it may issue a 
decree either causing the contested election to be 
annulled or causing the prepared official report of the 
results to be redrafted and the legally clected candidate 
to be informed of his victory. The decision of the 
Supreme Court shall be communicated to the chairman 
of the Supreme Committee on Elections and shall be 
deemed final 


Section 2: Challenges to Validity of Membership 


Paragraph 75: Every voter or candidate may present 
Parliament a challenge in which he sets forth the legal 
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reasons for the invalidity of the challenged person's 
membership. This shall be done within ¥) days of the 
date on which the results of electrons are announced in 
his election district and shall be accompanied by the 
deposit of a bond of 20.000 nyals 


Paragraph 76a: The staff of the speaker of parliament 
Shall be responsible for sending challenges with their 
accompanying documentation within 20 days after Par- 
hament commences its duties to the Supreme ( ourt. so 
that it may rule on election challenges and inform 
Parhament of the result 1 has reached. along with al! 
papers and documents 


Paragraph 76b: The result that the Supreme ( ourt 
reaches concerning the validity of challenges shal! be 
submitted to Parliament within 60 days after the sub- 
mission of the challenge to Parliament Membership 
shall be deemed invalid only by a parliamentary resolu- 
tion passed by a two-thirds majority 


Chapter VII: Penalty Provisions 


Paragraph 77: Only the judiciary 1s authorized to rssuc 
rulings involving punishments for violating the prov: 
sions of this law. The Public Prosecutor's Office shall be 
in charge of investigative and questioning procedures as 
provided in the Criminal Procedures Law and other laws 
in force 


Paragraph 78 The following shal! be punished by six 
months imprisonment 


1. Anyone who intentionally enters a false name. names 
or descriptive information on the voter rolls. or who 
neglects to enter a name in violation of the provisions of 
this law 


2. Anyone who obtains the inclusion of his own or 
someone cise’s name without the fulfillment of the 
required condit.ons and 1s proved to know this. likewrse 
anyone who similarly obtains the omrssion or deletion of 
someone else's name 


3. Anyone who violates the provisions of any paragraph 
between Paragraph 34 and Paragraph 40 concerning the 
regulation of election publicity 


4. Anyone who casts his vote in the clection knowing that 
his name was wrongly entered on the rol! or that he has 
lost the required qualifications for exercising the reht 


§ Anyone who intentionally votes using another s name 
6. Anyone who reveals the secret of how a voter has 
voted without the consent of that voter 

° 


Anvone who uses his franchise more than once in the 
same clection 


8 Anyone who enters the election hal! without mght and 
does not leave when ordered by the commitice 


9 Anyone who participates in a crowd or demonstration 
on the day set for balloting 
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10. Anyone who steals. hides, destroys. or spoils any 
paper related to elections 


Paragraph 79: The following shall be punished by impris- 
onment for a term not less than a year and not more than 
two years 


|. Anyone who uses force or threat to prevent a voter 
from exercising his mght [to vote] for someone else. to 
cause him vote im a particular way or abstain from 
voting 


2. Anyone who gives, offers, or promises to give a voter 
benefit to himself or others, to cause him to vote in a 
particular way or abstain from voting. 


3. Anyone who receives or asks benefit for himself or 
others. 


4. Anyone who publishes or broadcasts among the voters 
and concerning the result of the election [as published]. 


5. Anyone who enters the site established for elections 
carrying firearms in violation of the provisions of Para- 
graph 61 of this law 


6. Anyone who curses, defames, or assaults the election 
committee or one of its members during the election 
process 


Paragraph 80: The following shall be punished by impris- 
onment for a term not less than a year and six months 
and not more than three years, or by a fine not exceeding 
80.000 nmyals (the judge may impose the punishment 
provided in the criminal law, 1.¢.. he may impose which- 
ever of the two punishments he deems appropriate in the 
following cases) 


|. Anyone who steals, empties, destroys, or spoils the 
voter roll or alters rts result in any way 


2. Anyone who disturbs the freedom or order of the 
election by using force or threat 


Paragraph 8! Attempted commission of the aforemen- 
tioned election crimes shall be punished with the pun- 
ishments provided for the completed cnme 


Paragraph 82: If a crime 1s committed or attempted in 
the election hall, the chairman of the Election Com- 
mittee shall write a report of the incident and shall order 
the suspect arrested and delivered to the police and 
thence to the Public Prosecutor's Office, that legal mea- 
sures may be taken 


Chapter VIII: General and Transitional Provisions 


Paragraph 83: One may not combine public office and 
membership in Parhament. except for the prime min- 
ister and members of the Counci! of Ministers, nor may 
one combine membership in a Local Council and mem- 
bership in “arhament 


Paragraph _4. The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shal! be formed for the first teme within 10 days of the 
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date on which this law goes into effect. The Supreme 
Committee shall begin preparing for general parliamen- 
tary elections as soon as it takes the oath provided in this 
law 


Paragraph 85: Exception to the permanent dates set in 
this law shall be made by decree of the Leadership 
Council on the basis of the Supreme Committee's sub- 
mitting the announcement of the holding of general 
parliamentary elections before the end of the transition 
period. The Supreme Committee shall reduce any period 
set in this law to achieve this. 


Paragraph 86: The period set in Paragraph 55 shall be 
reduced to two months for the first general elections held 
after this law goes into effect. 


Paragraph 87: All applications, petitions, and challenges 
shall be exempted from all taxes, general fees, judiciai 
fees, revenue stamps, and other taxes and fees, except for 
the bond of 20,000 nyals that anyone submitting a 
challenge to the election results must pay to the Supreme 
Court upon filing the petition. This bond shall be con- 
fiscated if the Supreme Court's ruling is not in his favor. 


Paragraph 88: If during the first general elections held 
after this law goes into effect the Supreme Committee is 
unable to replace the temporary certificate with the 
permanent election card in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Paragraph 18 of this law, voters whose registra- 
tion on the voter rolls has become final may exercise 
their voting rights on the day set for balloting by virtue of 
a registration certificate. In such cases, the certificate 
must be final and must contain the same information as 
the election card, including the voter's photograph. 


Paragraph 89: In order to hold the elections that follow 
the passage of this law, the Supreme Committee on 
Elections shall divide the republic into election districts 
equal in population as provided in Paragraph 48 of this 
law on the basis of the numbers of the census under 
which the most recent round of elections for the Consul- 
tative Council and the Supreme People’s Assembly was 
held, taking into account the established statistical rates 
of increase and decrease customary in population 
counts. 


Paragraph 90: The Supreme Committee shall set forth an 
implementation regulation for this law within six 
months of the first meeting of the next Parliament 


Paragraph 91: Within a year from the date of the first 
meeting of the next Parliament, the Supreme Committee 
shall submit to Parliament through the government a bil! 
for amendments likely to make this law more compre- 
hensive and inclusive of all aspects related to general 
elections. 


Paragraph 92: The Supreme Committee on Elections 
shall issue the required regulations and resolutions in 
accordance with the provisions of this law 


Paragraph 93: In regard to Local Council elections, all 
measures and provisions contained in the State Decree 








JPRS-NEA-92-098 
31 July 1992 


of Law 52 (1991) on local administration shall be imple- 
mented insofar as this law contains no provision and 
insofar as such implementation does not conflict with its 
provisions. 


Paragraph 94: Law 29 (1980) on elections issued at 
Sanaa and People’s Assembly Elections Law 9 (1989) 
issued at Aden are cancelled. Also cancelled is any 
provision or rule that conflicts with the provisions of this 
law. 


Paragraph 95: This law shall go into effect from the date 
it is issued and shall be published in the official journal. 


Issued at Sanaa by the Presidency of the Republic. 
7 Dhu al-Hiyjah 1412 (8 June 1992) 


Lt. Gen. ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih, chairman of the Leader- 
ship Council. 


New Political Party To Be Established 


924E0496A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Jul 92 p4 


{Report from Sanaa: “Split in Yemeni Reform Coalition 
Leadership” ] 


[Text] Press sources in the Yemeni capital said that a 
split has occurred in the leadership of the Yemeni 
Reform Coalition and that Shaykh Naji ‘Abd-al-’Aziz 
al-Shayif, the Shaykh of Bukayl, is engaged in intensive 
popular and political consultations in preparation for 
establishing a new party to be announced in the next few 
lays. 


The Yemeni newspaper AL-WIHDAH reported in its 
Sanaa edition yesterday that Muhammad, the son of 
Shaykh Naji and a member of the Yemeni House of 
Representatives, is currently preparing to publish a 
newspaper organ for the new party. 


The last time that Shaykh al-Shayif was seen publicly 
with Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-Ahmar, leader of the Yemeni 
Reform Coalition and the Shaykh of Hashid, was on the 
occasion of inaugurating Coalition headquarters in 
Sa’dah when both men made a show of force before their 
supporters. It is rumored that they had a falling out as a 
result, causing Shaykh al-Shayif to withdraw from the 
festivities and go home. 


In another development, Yemeni President ‘Ali ‘Abdal- 
lah Salih yesterday morning received a delegation of 
Yemeni religious ‘Ulemas who presented him with a 
“tough-worded’’ memorandum concerning their 
demand that the proposed Education Law be rooted in 
Islamic precepts and that it guarantee the preservation of 
‘Ulema institutes as educational facilities.’ [quotation 
marks as published] 


Informed sources said that a number of ‘Ulemas dis- 
cussed the issue in front of the president and under- 
scored the importance of preserving those institutes that 
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“guarantee casting the Yemeni mentality into an Islamic 
mold removed from narrow sectarian fanaticism.” The 
president reassured the "Ulema delegation and referred 
the memorandum, together with his comments, to the 
House of Representatives for consideration by the dep- 
uties when they debate the bill that is currently before 
the House. 


Yemeni Reform Coalition sources indicate that the 
Yemeni Socialist Party and some secular elements have 
adopted the bill’s current version that ignores the issue of 
*Ulema institutes in an attempt to abolish them, which is 
unacceptable to the "Ulemas. Yemeni Reform Coalition 
sources believe that those institutes reflect its aspirations 
for a traditional Islamic society. 


Horn of Africa Emphasized in Foreign Policy 


92AE0477A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
14 Jun 92 p 3 


{Article by Ahmad Hasan Dahli] 


[Text] There have recently been signs indicating that 
Sanaa is showing a particular interest in nearby capitals, 
such as Khartoum, Asmara, Addis Ababa, Djibouti, and 
Mogadishu. 


With regard to relations between Sanaa and Khartoum, 
the liberation of Kuwait and the collapse of the Arab 
Cooperation Council before it could consolidate its 
foundation, have hastened rapprochement between 
them despite the basic political differences in the nature 
of their respective regimes. 


As for the historic, cultural, and economic relations 
between Eritrea and Yemen, they are very ancient, which 
is evident in the fact that there is a large Yemeni commu- 
nity in Eritrea that is equal in size to the Eritrean commu- 
nity in Yemen. Despite the fact that Yemeni diplomacy, 
before the liberation of Eritrea on 24 May 1991, avoided 
raising the Eritrean issue openly in international forums 
and in Yemeni public opinion in order to avoid provoking 
the successive Ethiopian governments, Yemeni officials 
have always asserted in their private meetings their soli- 
darity with the Eritrean people's struggle. 


However, Yemeni-Eritrean relations have recently 
developed in a remarkable manner. The best evidence 
was that at the end of last March a high-level Yemeni 
military delegation visited Asmara. The delegation was 
headed by Col. Muhammad Haytham, deputy chief of 
staff of the Armed Forces. The delegation held a series of 
meetings with senior Eritrean military officials headed 
by ‘Ali Sayyid ‘Abdallah, a member of the Political 
Bureau and head of military operations in the transi- 
tional Eritrean government. The two sides signed a 
number of military agreements relating to the Bab el 
Mandeb straits and its approaches. The straits are con- 
sidered the link between the Mediterranean and the Gulf 
of Aden. 
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li is worth noting that unidentified ships have recently 
been persistently smuggling arms to the countries of the 
Horn of Africa and Yemen. Apparently the Yemeni and 
Eritrean naval forces are coordinating their monitoring 
of the 22-km-wide sea stretch separating the African and 
Asian continents in the southern part of the Red Sea. In 
a Statement he made at the end of last May on the 
occasion of his visit to Asmara as the head of a Yemeni 
delegation to participate in the celebration of the first 
anniversary of liberating Eritrea that took place on 23 
and 24 May, First Deputy Yemeni Prime Minister 
Hasan Makki asserted that “we confirm the Yemen 
republic’s firm support for the Eritrean government and 
people in all the fields.” 


AL-HAYAH learned from official Eritrean sources that 
Mahmud Jabra, head of the Eritrean diplomatic mission 
in Yemen, delivered a message to Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Dr. ‘Abd-al-Karim al-Iryani from his Eritrean 
counterpart Mohamed Said Bari explaining in it the 
efforts the transitional government in Asmara is making 
in order to maintain security and peace in the Horn of 
Africa. He also discussed ways to strengthen relations 
between the two countries. 


On the other hand, Mahmud ‘Abd-al-Rahman al 
Marjahi, deputy head of the Yemeni department of 
maritime and meteorological affairs, and [Paulos Kah- 
say], head of Eritrean Civil Aviation, signed an agree 
ment under which Yement airlines will shortly begin 
operating twice-a-week regular flights between Sanaa, 
Aden, and Asmara 


Several decades since some Yemeni tribes have settled in 
Djibouti without losing touch with their roots and, 
therefore, became a link between the two countries and 
two peoples, which has enabled them to play a positive 
role in all aspects. It 1s probably for this reason that the 
Yemeni Government pays particular attention to Dy: 
bouts. This 1s evident in the fact that it 1s “the only Arab 
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government cxcrting diplomatic etlorts to contain the 
crisis in Dyboutiy.” according to Ahmad Dini, former 
Dybouth prime minister and official spokesman tor the 
“bront for the Restoration of Unity and Democracy.” It 
is recalled that a few days ago Yemen President Lt. Gen 
‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih charged Minister of State for For 
cign Affairs Dr. “Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dah with holding meet- 
ings with Dybouts Government officials and the oppo 
sition leaders within the tramework of a Yemeni peace 
initiative 


Foreign Minister ‘Abd-al-Karim al-Iryani has stated that 
the security and stability of the countries of the Horn of 
Africa are an integral part of the security and stability of 
the Horn of Africa. It is recalled in this regard that a few 
days ago Dyrboutian security authorities seized a ship 
ment of handguns equipped with silencers which certain 
individuals, whose identities have not been revealed, 
have been trying to smuggle to Yemeni ports 


As tor the Yement-Ethiopian relations, they date back to 
the era of Queen Sheba, which some believe was Ethio 
pian while others believe she was a Yemeni. Whatever 
the case may be, diplomatic and economic bridges 
between Sanaa and Addis Ababa are very strong and 
have not been much affected by the downfall of Emperor 
Haile Sclasie’s regime and the coming to power of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council (Dergue) 
under Mengistu: Haile Manam’s leadership in 1974 
Mengistu Haile Mariam fled to Zimbabwe in May last 
year following the “Ethiopian Revolutionary Demo 
cratic Front” assuming power in Addis Ababa under the 
leadership [Meles Zenawi], the current president 


All this goes to underline the special importance the 
countries of the Horn of Africa attach to Sanaa’s role 
[Isaias Afwerki], head of the interim government in 
Eritrea told AL-HAYAH that “if we take a look at the 
Horn of Africa’s geostrategic map we can see that this 
country [Yemen] is an integral part of this region.” 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Clashes Said Aimed at Ejecting Shi'ites From 
Kabul 


92P40230A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
19 Jul 92 pp 1, 4 


[Report by Jamal Isma‘il in Peshawar and the AL- 
HAYAH bureaus in Kabul, Islamabad, and Jeddah] 


[Excerpts] The Afghan Islamic Defense Ministry yes- 
terday initiated a large-scale military campaign to oust 
the fighters of the Shiite Hezb-e Wahdat subordinate to 
Tehran from Kabul. At the same time, the ruling council 
of mojahedin leaders has decided to ask the Esma’ili and 
Uzbek militias to leave the capital and hand over their 
positions to the joint forces from the various mojahedin 


groups. 


The council of leaders made its decision in a meeting 
chaired by the president pro tem, Borhanoddin Rabbani, 
and attended by the leader of the Ettehad-e Eslami, 
Abdol-Rasul Sayyaf, the leader of the independent 
Shi'ite Haraket-e Eslami, “Asef Mohseni; and represen- 
tatives of most of the Afghan groups, most prominent 
among them ‘Abdol Qader Karyab, member of the 
political committee in the Hezb-e Eslami of Golboddin 
Hekmatyar. The prime minister pro tem, ‘Abdol Sabur 
Farid, also participated in the meeting. 


Informed Afghan sources explained that the president 
pro tem (and leader of the Jam‘iyat-e Eslami) had agreed 
with Hekmatyar on the necessity of ousting the militias 
from Kabul even if it required the use of force. No 
immediate comment was issued on this, the most serious 
decision that they have made since taking power in 
Afghanistan at the side of the Uzbek militia commander, 
‘Abdol Rashid Dostam, and the Esma’ili commander, 
Mansur Naderi, who had warned previously that the 
North would secede if the mojahedin tried to oust them 
from the capital. [passage omitted] 


AL-HAYAH has learned that the Shiite fighters were 
able to occupy two positions of the Ministry of Defense 
forces in battles in which 20 were killed on both sides. 
The battles continued late at night and various types of 
heavy and medium weapons, tank guns, and mortars 
were used. 


Sources in the Hezb-e Eslami and the Ettehad-e Eslami 
stated that they would not be spectators to such devel- 
opments and that the leaders of the two parties are 
studying the necessary measures to be taken after the 
recent events. The two parties’ sources said that Sayyaf 
and Hekmatyar ordered their fighters to stand ready at 
any time that they are asked to intervene in support of 
the Jam‘iyat-e Eslami fighters and the Ministry of 
Defense. 


The fighters of the Hezb-e Wahdat, who possess efficient 
weapons and receive material and moral support from 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, control 30 percent of 


SOUTH ASIA 53 


the capital, particularly in the West and some areas of 
the North. However, Mas’ud plans to oust them at any 
cost from the positions that they occupy. [passage 
omitted] 


State of Health Care System Detailed 
924S1207B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 92 p 5 


[Boldface words as published] 


[Text] According to physicians in Afghanistan, the health 
system in that country is about to collapse, and at the 
same time, those injured in the war are not admitted to 
hospitals because of the shortage of personnel, medicine, 
and equipment. 


According to a report by the French Press Agency from 
Kabul, the interim government in Afghanistan has been 
unable to create a central leadership in the country. 
Various groups of the mojahedin use ambulances to 
transport their ammunition and have destroyed doctors’ 
offices and the procurement networks for essential 
needs. Fights among Mujahidin groups prevent hospital 
employees from going to work. 


According to this report, international aid is about to 
end, and as a result there are shortages of such essential 
supplies as bandages, pharmaceuticals. and anesthetic 
equipment. 


The International Red Cross committee, which is in 
charge of a 300-bed hospital for the wounded from the 
war, does not admit new patients, because it 1s full to 
capacity with the wounded. 


No one is in charge of the Ministry of Health of Afghan- 
istan at the present time, because Sebghatollah Mojad- 
dedi, the head of the interim government of Afghanistan, 
who had entrusted the responsibility for this ministry to 
Najibollah Mojaddedi (his son), has appointed him head 
of Kabul Security and a seven-member council. In the 
meantime, the leaders of the mojahedin, who are loyal to 
the Islamic society, led by Ahmad Shah Mas‘ud (minister 
of defense of the interim government), have replaced the 
heads of the important military hospitals, and conse- 
quently hospitals have become the major targets of the 
rivaling mojahedin groups. 


Bakhtar News Service Official Interviewed 


924S1207A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
22 Jun 92 p 3 


[Interview with Mohammad Izedyar, BAKHTAR Infor- 
mation Agency’s foreign news supervisor, in Tehran, 
date not given: “JAHAN-E ESLAM Correspondents 
Interview Mohammad Izedyar, Afghanistan's 
BAKHTAR INFORMATION AGENCY Foreign News 
Supervisor’’] 
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[Text] [JAHAN-E ESLAM] Please tell us about the 
situation of the media in Afghanistan. Also, how many 
television channels, radio stations, and newspapers do 
you have” 


{Izedyar| First | would like to thank the brothers of 
JAHAN-E ESLAM newspaper who fully cover the issues 
and news of Afghanistan and also to say that the victory 
of the Afghan nation is indebted to the Islamic revolu- 
tion of Iran, which has been an inspiration to us. 


In connection with the media in Afghanistan, | must say 
that the invasion of Afghanistan by the former Soviet 
Union not only had a military dimension, but there was 
also the cultural invasion by the Soviet Army, which 
included supervision and control of the media, so that all 
the media was affiliated with the former Soviet Union. 
The newspapers and the contacts of the BAKHTAR 
news agency were severed from the provinces of Afghan- 
istan as the result of censorship, which meant that the 
news the BAKHTAR news agency wanted to communi- 
cate to a province needed to be sent to Moscow first and 
then to Kabul. This destroyed the reporting of news. 


During the occupation of Afghanistan, deviant programs 
contrary to Islam and the customs of the people were 
broadcast over radio and television. By broadcasting 
these programs, they wanted to spread communist cul- 
ture in Afghanistan. With the showing of sexual, unls- 
lamic, and immoral films, television was used to elimi- 
nate the culture and identity of the people of 
Atghanistan. 


in regards to the size of the media in Afghanistan, I must 
say that we now have one television network and two 
newspapers, called ANIS and HEYWAD, which are 
published in Persian and Pashto in Kabul. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] Please explain the differences 
between the political parties in Afghanistan. 


{lzedyar] At the present time, there are no major differ- 
ences between the parties in Afghanistan, and with the 
high-level agreements made on 8 Tir [29 July], there will 
be elections in which the head of the government will be 
decided. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] What ts the position of the Islamic 
Unity Party in Afghanistan, which is supported by the 
Shi ites? 


{!1zedyar] | must say that the Shiites are also among the 
people of Afghanistan, and their views are respected like 
those of other people, and in proportion to their influ- 
ence in Afghanistan, they can share in taking over power. 
The influence of the Unity Party among the people will 
be known after the elections. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] In your opinion, what harm is 
inflicted on Muslim countries by the news imperialism 
and the monopoly on news by the Western and industrial 
countries? 
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[Izedyar] Certainly damage 1s inflicted on Muslim coun- 
tries. For example, as long as we have no reliable news 
sources, we have to rely on news from the great powers, 
which 1s communicated with their own particular obyec- 
tives. Also, in terms of economy, it costs us a great deal. 
For example, we pay $1,500 per month to release news 
from the French Press Agency, which 1s very burden- 
some for us. But more important, the way the large 
Western news agencies regulate the news 1s detrimental 
to Islamic countries. 


In regard to the conspiracies of the large news agencies, 
one example of the result of their monopolization of the 
news 1s the pitting of Shiites and Sunnis against each 
other. In other words, they ascribe the conflicts between 
the two parties to the differences between Shiites and 
Sunnis. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] What is your opinion concerning 
cooperation between the news agencies of the nonaligned 
countries” 


{Izedyar] If the nonaligned countries pool their resources 
and capabilities and gather the news themselves, they 
can break the news monopoly. We must never expect 
Western news agencies to report the news accurately, 
because they have their own agendas, which are contrary 
to the interests of the Muslim and developing countries. 
For example, at present, the Islamic revolution has been 
victorious in Afghanistan, but they are trying to confuse 
the people of the world regarding the Muslim and 
suffering people of Afghanistan. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] Please tell us how you viewed the 
Pool Conference [reference to the Sixth General Confer- 
ence of the Nonaligned News Agencies Pool. recently 
held in Tehran, Iran] of Tehran? 


[Izedyar] The conference was handled very well, and we 
are very happy and think that it will have positive results 
in the future. 


[JAHAN-E ESLAM] Does IRNA communicate its news 
to Afghanistan? 


{Izedyar] At the present, IRNA does not communicate 
any news to us, but we intend to sign a cooperation 
agreement with IRNA soon. 


BANGLADESH 


Minister Reports on Nation's Food Situation 


924812684 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 17 Jun 92 pp 1, 10 


{Article: “Food Subsidy To Go", quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] The Food Minister, Mr. M. Shamsul Islam, said 
food deficit in the country this year will be around | 2.28 
lakh metric tons which will be met through internal and 
external procurement. 
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Addressing a press conference at the Conference Room 
of the Ministry of Food on Tuesday morning, the Food 
Minister said the target of food production was fixed at 
two crore metric tons in 1992 fiscal year. The production 
is expected to be 169.91 lakh metric tons and the 
national requirement will be 182.12 lakh metric tons, he 
added. 


The Food Minister said the government had decided to 
withdraw the subsidy on foodgrains in phases and put 
greater emphasis on open market sale 


He said open market sale would be more effective and 
beneficial to the common man. In this connection he 
said to give the people a subsidy benefit of Taka one, the 
government has to spend Taka[Tk.}6.75 


The Food Minister said the subsidy allocation for food 
was Taka 275 crore for 1992-93 fiscal year as against Tk 
380 crore in 1991-92. 


The Food Minister said that the present food stock 
position 1s 11 lakh metric tons and it may rise to 11.50 
lakh metric tons by the end of the current month 


He further said the food situation in the country was in 
a ‘comfortable position’ due to good harvest of IRRI[In- 
ternational Rice Research Institute|]-Boro crops this 
year 


Mr. Shamsul Islam said the government had already 
procured 3.35 lakh metric tons of paddy and rice under 
internal procurement drive and it was expected to cross 
the target of five lakh metric tons by next September. 
Last year procurement was 2.64 lakh metric tons. 


About the wheat procurement, the Food Minister said 
under internal procurement drive the government had 
procured 76.500 tons of wheat this year as against 55.530 
metric tons last year. 


In this connection the Minister said the country’s wheat 
requirement 1s 25 to 30 lakh metric tons but government 
could arrange 10 to 15 lakh metric tons only 


He further said tender for cash purchase of two lakh 
metric tons of wheat from abroad had already been 
floated and arrival of this shipment was expected by the 
end of August next 


1992-93 Annual Development Plan Approved 
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{Article: “Domestic Resources Contribution 27 Percent: 
Taka 8.650 Crore ADP Okayed”| 


{ Text] The National Economic Council (NEC) approved 
Annual Development Programme (ADP) for fiscal 1992- 
93 with an outlay of Taka 8.650 crore, says BSS. 


The NEC meeting chaired by Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia also approved Taka 7,150 crore revised 
ADP for the current fiscal year. Ministers, members of 
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the Planning Commission and secretaries of various 
ministries attended the meeting held at NEC conference 
room 


Planning Minister A.M. Zahiruddin Khan tormally 
placed next year’s ADP where the contribution of 
domestic resources has been shown at Taka 2.360 crore 
or 27 percent of the ADP size. In the revised ADP o!} 
fiscal 1991-92, the contribution of internal resources 1s 
25 percent, the meeting was told. 


The meeting expressed the optimism that the contribu 
tion of domestic resources in financing ADP 1s expected 
to rise up to 35 percent by 1995. Three years ago the 
contribution of internal resources in ADP was almost 
nil. 


The meeting noted that despite odds due to change in the 
system of Government and natural calamity that hit the 
country, the present Government within a short time 
after the responsibility succeeded in bringing about 
financial and economic discipline. It also succeeded tn 
contributing between 25 to 27 percent to the ADP from 
domestic resources. 


The NEC described the increased contmbution trom 
domestic resources to ADP as encouraging and lauded 
the endeavour of the Government particularly that of the 
Ministry of finance in mobilising the resources during 
the current fiscal year 


The meeting was told that Taka |78 crore has been 
earmarked in the coming fiscal year for the poverty 
alleviation programme having a set target. The entirs 
ADP on implementation will help support poverty alle 
viation programme through human resource develop 
ment and employment generation, it was told 


The NEC meeting was informed that to keep pace with 
global trend of market economy public sector in next 
fiscal year will play a supportive role, rather than that of 
investor. It said that to fulfil that objective. a sum of 
Taka 100 crore has been earmarked for “industri 
rehabilitation fund” for the first time 


Referring to prevailing power crisis throughout th 
country, the meeting said to address the problem and 
also to supply gas to power generation plants and othe: 
areas. Taka 1.817 crore has been earmarked in next 
year's ADP for this sector 


The meeting note that during current year, Taka 7.150 
crore has been spent against ADP target of 7.500. In th: 
first year of democratic Government and in the face of 
plethora of odds, this success has been described by NEC 
as encouraging and laudable 


The NEC meeting underscored the need for timely 
implementation of ADP. The NEC decided to form a 
high-level implementation coordination committee to 
strengthen the implementation capacity of the projects at 
field level. 
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Shortfalls Seen in Awami League Economic Policy 
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{Article by Syed Ali Kabir: “Awami League's Economic 
Policy” 


[Text] The leader of the Awam: League, Shaikh Hasina, 
announced the new economic policy of the party. To 
Shaikh Hasina, it was a matter of changing course like 
that of a sailor. They have finally reyected the unwise 
economic policy adopted in post-independence penod, 
which was greatly influenced by the emotions of the 
period of the war of liberation. The major mistake was 
the oversimplification of the economic condition of the 
country. The country’s economy failed to find a proper 
course due to the shattered economic condition on one 
hand and the implementation of the policy of large-scale 
nationalization on the other. In pursuing that economic 
policy, the Awami: League closed the door on the proper 
indicators that the market could have provided. As a 
result, the government-controlled industries faced tre- 
mendous losses, but at the same time, the dishonest 
business men earned a fortune with the help of black 
marketeers and smugglers. It has been noticed that as the 
government becomes more involved in the economic 
system, its economy becomes more weak as well as 
becoming sluggish in other important fields. The Awami 
League did not realize this. It was essential in 1972 to 
take over Pakistani industries and trade and commerce. 
But why do more than that” Later on, a logical approach 
could have been taken for the management and owner- 
ship of the Pakistan: trade and commerce. However, 
these are all events of the past. Let us come to the present 
Situation 


Before changing its economic policy, the Awami League 
met with the business community leaders and prominent 
economists at two different meetings. Then Shaikh 
Hasina declared the new economic policy of the party at 
a news conference 


The main basis of the new economic policy 1s that, in the 
future, the role of the state in the economic affairs of the 
country will be limited to supplementing and providing 
help and assistance. This role of the state 1s recognized 
even by the most conservative capitalists. If it 1s not 
supported, the modern economy gets stalled. But those 
who have healthy ideas and thoughts, believe that in 
spite of following the policy of supplements and assis- 
tance in the economic system, the state must have a role 
in those spheres where the private sector fails to make a 
mark. These are spheres that are not profit making, but 
essential. The state has to decide what kind of role it will 
play, whether of supplements and assistance or a direct 
one in the important fields of uprooting poverty. educa- 
tion, and public health 


Before changing their policy, the Awami: League must 
have evaluated the expenence of last 20 years and took 
into the account the failure of public-sector industries in 
Bangladesh. They did not achieve the ability to become 
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self-independent. The Awam: League has also realized 
that a class of industrialists grew up during last 20 years 
who want to tlourish more in the private sector 


Moreover, the Awam: League realized that Bangladesh 
has to depend on foreign help and those foreign coun- 
tnes will not accept the state's control of the economy 
This stern reality cannot be denied. Above all, the leader 
of the Awami League saw how the strongest fort of 
socialism, the Soviet Union, broke down. Now, a revo- 
lutionary change has come over the whole region of 
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. A revolu- 
tionary change has come in the spheres of political and 
economic thoughts in these countries. The Awami 
League, therefore, changed its economic policy after 
reviewing the national and international situations. 


I said at the very beginning that the change in the Awam: 
League's economic policy 1s something like the change of 
course of a ship in the ocean. But the party must realize 
that there are many obstacles and dangers in this new 
course and the party must develop a strategy to get over 
those challenges 


In the first place. our public-sector projects did not 
succeed in the area of large industnes. Their names were 
associated with the reckless spending of banks’ money 
They cannot get nd of the black spots already marked all 
over their bodies. Therefore, whoever 1t may be—the 
Awami Awami League or any other party—must be 
conscious that these kinds of irresponsible public-sector 
projects will not be allowed to develop. If we want to take 
that path, two principles are to be adopted. First, the 
policy to establish trade and industry with the help of 
giving liberal loans must be rejected. The company, 
which will seek government loans, has to generate a 
sufficient amount of capital and that capital has to be 
collected from the open market. For those who do not 
have the capability to take msks or to collect loans from 
the people, it would mean that they do not have the 
qualifications to go for large industry or business. Indus- 
trial development is not possible for them. Because of 
that, if the process of industrial development slows 
down, I think it 1s better. Otherwise, the country will face 
more problems. On the basis of this logic. there 1s no 
need to revitalize the public sector in our country since 
our government has to share the burden of their huge 
inefficiencies 


On the other hand, small-scale industnes in Bangladesh 
are expanding silently and without much fanfare. They 
are almost deceived of banks’ loans or governmental 
patronization. Sull, they are growing. Not to mention 
Dhaka, but even in the intenor part of our country. the 
small-scale industries are expanding. Many successful 
medium-sized industries are growing from personal 
efforts. The role of the rising. educated young generation 
1s remarkable in this sphere. Those who are successful in 
developing small or medium-sized industnes. should be 
properly identified and deserve the pa\ronization of the 
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state. They also demand loans, but the amount of loans 
should be such that 1t would not lessen their personal risk 
in the business 


Second, people should be free from government control 
if they are to be inspired to enter the business world. In 
our country, there 1s bureaucratic contro! at every step 
The country must try to get md of it. To achieve that, 
honest suggestions should be sought from the business 
community. But many in the business community, who 
are in control of secured positions may not come forward 
to give honest suggestions, because they may not be 
willing to welcome new competition into their sphere 


There are very good possibilities in the agricultural field 
in Bangladesh. This is not the proper place to discuss 
that in length. It can only be said that with the combi- 
nation of modern science and technology and the labor 
of our peasantry, an agricultural revolution 1s possible in 
our country. For that, proper suggestions and help 
should be stretched to the doors of the peasantry. More- 
over, the village economy should not be considered only 
as an agricultural economy, rather, it should be consid- 
ered in a larger spectrum. The Gramin (Village) bank has 
set an unparallel example of its efforts to uproot poverty 
in the villages. The others should be encouraged to take 
that path 


Now, let us come to some important issues. First, it is 
necessary to have peace on the labor front. The nights of 
the labors must be established. But the result of using the 
labor movement for the interests of the political parties has 
become disastrous. Nobody should accept this situation: 
this kind of situation will severely discourage domestic or 
foreign investments. There 1s no alternative to peace on the 
labor front for the economic development of the nation. 
But it does not mean that the labor class will be opened to 
oppression. Their interests must be protected. Second, 
some fields in the public sector, such as, jute and cotton 
industries, power and railway are suffering from tremen- 
dous loss. It 1s impossible for the country to continue this 
pressure. Necessary steps must be taken to lessen this 
heavy burden. The Awami: League said that they will not 
nationalize any industry. But they did not say that whether 
they will privatize the public sector. But the present public 
sector cannot be allowed to leave and the doors for their 
privatization must be kept open by the state. If we do not 
do that, a tremendous pressure will fall on our economy 
and the foreign nations helping nations will not be indif- 
ferent to the matter, although we may remain so. Subsidy 
1s not bad, 1f there 1s a question of social justice behind it. 
But subsidies cannot be provided as alternatives to the 
existence of excess and a ghost labor force. lack of produc- 
tivity, and inefficient management in the industries 
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Third, many people in our country think that the foreign 
nations who are helping do not want to see the government 
control over the economy. It is not true. First, they want that 
role that has been stated in the economic policy of the 
Awami League. It means that the government's role should 
be supplementary and helping. Second, the foreign 
countines who are helping want there to be more invest- 
ment to strengthen the infrastructure 


For this investment, foreign countries give assurances 
and at the same time make the government interested in 
increasing its savings and reducing unnecessary 
expenses. Foreign nations assisting also recognize the 
role of government in the social field. But the govern- 
ment’s unnecessary expenses should be stopped in this 
field also. 


But it must be said that it 1s essential to develop a strong 
intellectual challenge to face these foreign nations who 
are helping. Many irregularities are taking place in the 
country in the name of economic reforms. A serous 
challenge should be made against them. 


Fourth, for the development economic conditions in the 
country, it 1s necessary to improve the law-and-order 
situation. It 1s absolutely essential for the country. Vio- 
lence in the educational institutions, hooliganism in the 
streets, forceful collection of contributions, etc. are 
against the law-and-order situation. But the steps the 
Awami League wants to take or to support strengthening 
the democratic movement in the country do not fall into 
this category. It is the duty of any political party to fight 
for the democratic nights of the people. 


Last, | have to say one thing. Man 1s the basic nucleus of 
human society. The objective of an economic policy is to 
serve the best interests of human beings. The objective of 
a market economy cannot be different. But the market 
cannot provide the solution to all of the problems. The 
government has a role to play there. A few days ago. the 
famous Indian novelist Sunil Gangopadhyay visited the 
Soviet Union after its breakup. In four installments, he 
wrote his experience of this visit in the pages of the 
weekly journal DESH. The name of that write up was 
“The Breakage of the Dream of History.” which was 
published in December 1991. There, Sunil Gangopad- 
hyay remarked that Russia wanted to bring about 
reforms as influenced by Western Europe. not by 
America. After World War II, Western Europe tried to 
build up an astonishing economic policy yet remain 
within the democratic system for the good of mankind 
There they introduced a market-economy system, and at 
the same time, retained the positive role of the state 
where the market failed to solve the problems. In short. 
an atmosphere of economic understanding has been 
created inside the countnes. This kind of economic 
policy is essential for the benefit of the nation 
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Our subcontinent now wants to embrace a liberal eco- 
nomic policy after looking at its success in Asia. 
Strangely, the scholars of our country did not show and 
still do not show any special interest about that region. In 
fact, we must have a serious analysis of the economic 
policy followed by South Korea and Taiwan. In the 
economy of these countries, investments were made al a 
high volume, which resulted in the growth of national 
income. The net result 1s the doors of employment have 
been opened for the people of those countnes. We need 
to know how they attracted foreign investments and how 
they made their own people interested in saving. But at 
the same time, we must not forget the fact that these 
countnes got high volumes of foreign aid due to special 
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Situations in international politics. Simultaneously, 11 
must be kept in mind that those countnes followed an 
extremely opportunist policy in the field of exporting 


In this respect | have full faith that the new generation of 
Bangladeshis will follow their own economics course. In 
spite of so many odds, their success 1s not negligible (1 
am not counting those who almost looted the banks’ 
money). A well-balanced policy will open a new path in 
front of them. The declaration of the new economic 
policy of the Awami League signaled the opening of a 
new course. But the declaration is not everything. It 
needs a lot of homework to achieve success. 
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